Analytical Essay Grading Rubric





Tate
	
	Structure and Organization
	Content and Thought
	Mechanics:

Spelling, grammar, vocabulary usage
	Technique and Style: syntax and expression, figurative language

	5

(A+ A-)
	1) Paper is seamlessly organized. Complete and thoughtful A-B-C sequence. Transition between ideas and paragraphs is articulate and smooth.
	2) Intriguing and original thesis, stated clearly. 3) Incorporates use of textual examples seamlessly using “quote sandwiches” integrated into author’s own sentences. Analyzes ample textual support to solidify an argument that is arguable and well defended. 
	4) Virtually free of spelling grammatical or vocabulary usage errors. 
	5) Syntax is rich and varied. 6) Language is colorful and use of “salt and pepper”: metaphor, simile, imagery. Voice of author is audible. Snappy title integrated into essay text.  

	4

(B+ B-)
	1) Paper exhibits good sense of order, but may contain minor rough spots. A-B-C sequence is included. Some transition between paragraphs/ideas, but may be abrupt or rough. 
	2) Thesis emerges clearly, but may be more clearly stated or more specific. 3) Includes textual support and analysis- in “quote sandwich” form- 4) may need better integration- may be rough or choppy in places. 
	5) May contain sporadic errors in mechanics and usage.
	6) Some range of syntax, but mostly bland writing. No figurative language. Snappy title but not used as phrase in essay. 

	3
(C+ C-)
	1) Organization may be confusing, incomplete or too simplistic. 2) Attempted A-B-C sequence but not blended or missing parts. Sequence of body paragraph may be out of order or stray from original topic. 3) No transition between paragraph/ ideas. 
	4) Thesis may be one sided or obvious. 5) May include some textual support, but not including enough to support the thesis; textual support is not explained or tied to topic; may include little textual support and no analysis. 6) No “quote sandwiches.”
	7) Frequent but not serious mechanical errors. 
	8) Writing lacks style and has no range of syntactical variety - sentences all in same patters. 9) Title may be boring. 

	2
(D+ D-)
	1) Simplistic, intro-body-closing structure. A-B-C sequence incomplete or missing altogether. 2) No attempt to transition between ideas/ paragraphs. 
	3) Thesis is weak, unclear, or missing. 4) Little textual support; essay is most telling. 5) Ideas and explanations are incomplete and unclear. 
	6) Serious errors in mechanics, grammar, and spelling. 7) Elementary vocabulary usage. 
	8) Boring writing. No range of syntax. 9)
Simplistic sentence structure. 

	1

(F)
	1) Flawed and unclear structure. A mess.
	2) No thesis or textual support. No attempt at textual support. 
	3) Errors galore! Reading and comprehension extremely difficult. 
	4) Unclear writing. A chore to read. Steam come our of teachers ears in frustration. Why would you make teacher read this?

	Total

(5 points per column)
	
	
	
	








Your score: (our of 20)







x 5 for 100 point essay
x 4 for 80 point essay

x 3 for 60 point essay
	Comments:
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Drafts:

Final score:


