Senior Project:  Interviews
1. Turning in Interviews: 

Interviews turned in in class should be in Q/A format with 1-2 paragraphs of character description and setting at the beginning of the interview.  The setting information may be useful in creating your paper’s PLACE description.

It is 7:30 on a Saturday morning in late June, and the workday is well under way.  The overcast is so thick and hangs so low at this Western Minnesota construction site that half the time the tip of the crane boom is lost in the clouds, leaving the big steel hook to hang mysteriously out of the mist like a helping hand from the heavens.  A wind-borne drizzle out of the west has made me take shelter behind a trailer.  Technician Gary Otkin comes over to pick up a wooden pallet.  Water drips from his hard hat and blue rain gear.  He is not a large man, but seems so under his burden, his eyes squinting with exertion. 


Otkin is a windsmith, and his task this morning is to help put together the hub and blades of a new electricity-generating wind turbine.  Otkin hefts the hardwood pallet, adjusting it on his shoulder.  “This sucks”, he says, referring to the rain on his head and the mud on his boots.  “By the end of the day we’ll all want to kill each other.”  But there is no time for mayhem.  This smallish crew of Danish and American workers has only 11 days to finish all the wind turbines on this project so that developer North Alternative Energy can qualify for a federal tax credit before the law expires at the end of the month. 
Holland:  
“How do you cope with all this noise?”

Otkin:
“Hear that?  It’s no different than a tractor.  You get so you don’t 


notice.”
(from “Smithsonian” Magazine)
2. Integrating Interviews into Paper: 

NOTE:  You do NOT use citations for quotes from interviews.  You must give name of interviewee and name before you quote them.
Sample: 

On a sunny and cold New York afternoon, I met with Darcy Wiseman, counselor and teacher at the National Cathedral School.  She is 32, hip and girlish.  She has taught at many different schools, and it is fair to say that although she loves her students, she does not cling to sentimental notions about them.  After her class, Wiseman and I chat for a while in her car.  She has to turn down the India Arie CD that’s blaring on her stereo so we can hear each other.  The hardest part about counseling girls, she says, is that she hates, “to make girls cry.  I really do hate it when their faces get all splotchy and everyone in gym class or whatever knows they’ve been crying.  The tears are a funny thing.  Because it’s not the victims who cry; it’s the aggressors, the girls who have something to apologize for.” 

� Talbot, Margaret.  “Girls Just Want to Be Mean”.  New York Times Magazine, February 24, 2002.  p 64-65.





