American Authors Project
Final Presentation

In a group with the other classmates reading your author, you will give a presentation on your author according to the following guidelines.  You are always welcome to go above and beyond what is asked – and you who are in Honors English next year should get used to this, as it will be consistently expected of you next year. You will have a limited amount of time in class to work on this, but mostly, it’s homework.
Your presentation should be 20-25 minutes, and should cover all of the following:

1. You must use at least two visual aids in presentation – they must be presented and used significantly, for a matter of minutes, at least.  No slide shows, please.  we do not have time to spare setting up/taking down, waiting.
2. You must use repetition in your presentation – the goal is that you will teach the class about your author.  Choose several important facts, phrased well, and repeat them throughout the presentation.  (Repetition means at least 4 times – you can definitely have fun with this.   Audience participation is good!)

3. Open with a short and INTERESTING biography of your  author.  Be creative, don’t just recite facts. You could be reporters on TV, on a talk show, singing a song, whatever.
4. Be sure to include the historical reference/setting in which your author wrote.  Give dates, but also significant social/political/cultural happenings.  Just a few.

5. Biography is followed by a short, 3-6 minute reenactment of one significant scene from one of your author’s stories or novels.  Be sure to include relevant introduction and context for audience, who will not know the rest of the story as you do.
· You must use the exact text of your scene as a script.  There will, obviously, be a narrator, but you should also choose a scene that has several characters.  Include ACTION and BLOCKING.  You are not allowed to read directly from the book – index cards are ok.  Costumes, props & scenery optional.  A good idea, but not required.

6. Remainder of presentation will cover all of the following items:

· Author’s contribution to American Literature – could be their style of writing, subject, form of expression, special awards, etc. . . .

· Major themes (2-3) of Author’s work and why they write about these things

· Discussion of major themes and why they are important to the rest of us, all of us

· Explanation of what is cool and not cool about your author

Your group may cover the information in items 3 and 6 in any format you desire – board game, storybook, video, play . . . (interpretive dance?).  Check with Mrs. Tate in advance, just to be sure she thinks it is cool too.

Have fun with this, but remember this is part of your final!  This should be as well prepared, rehearsed and presented as a WMD Theme/Final Presentation. 
(It’s Worth 100 Points).
Group Outline Due: ______
Group Presentation Scheduled For: ________
American Authors Project

Final Presentation Scoring Rubric

	Required Elements:
	Details
	Points Possible/Your Score

	Visual Aids (2)and
Repetition used (4)
	· Must be used significantly 
· Catchy phrases repeated
	2   4   6   8   10

	Biography of Author
	· Interesting, creative, not just citing facts
	2   4   6   8   10

	Historical Setting
	· Dates
· Significant social, political & cultural happenings
	2   4   6   8   10

	Short Scene Reenactment
	· 3-6 minutes
· appropriate, helpful, relevant intro
· not read from book

· blocking & action
	12  14  16  18  20  

	Contribution to American Literature:
	· Themes, style, subject, awards
	2   4   6   8   10

	Cool/Not Cool
	· Well explained, Substantiated
	2   4   6   8   10

	Presentation Structure
	· Creative, mesmerizing
	12  14  16  18  20  

	Something Extra:
	· Creativity, 
· Zeal

· Sets/costumes, 
· Superior coolness

· Insight
· Other: 
	2   4   6   8   10

	
	
	Total Score: (out of 100)
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