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The Klondike Gold Rush of 1898 was the beginning of the Yukon story.  Although it brought the white man into the north in large numbers and caused the creation the Yukon Territory as a political entity in Canada, like all gold rushes, it ended.  Starting in 1899, the Yukon entered a 20-year period of economic and social decline, which had several causes.  First, the population steadily decreased.  From an estimated high of 40,000 in 1899, the population had already sunk to 27,229 by the 1901 census, and it further decreased to 8,512 in 1911 and 4,157 in 1921
.  Second, total gold production fell precipitously, from over 1 million ounces in 1900, to under 40,000 by the end of World War I (WWI).


WWI exacerbated these economic and population declines.  The Yukon had the highest per-capita rate of enlistment of any province or territory in the country, resulting in a severe labour shortage in the Territory.  WWI also brought a sharp increase in production costs, which, coupled with rigid gold prices and the depleted labour supply, caused many mining companies to cease operations
.


The last reason for the Yukon’s decline was that, starting in 1904, the federal government began to reduce its expenditures and the number of civil servants in the Yukon.  In 1918, Arthur Meighen, the Minister of the Interior, abruptly slashed the federal budget for the Territory by nearly 50%.  Several government offices in Dawson City were closed.  The Commissioner and the elected Territorial Council were abolished and  replaced with an appointed Council
.  For these reasons, at the end of WWI, the Yukon was in a sorry state.


This paper will examine the Yukon economy during the years 1919 - 1941.  The first section of 

the paper will describe the transportation network in the Yukon during this time period.  The second section will describe the history of two key industries in the Yukon during these years: mining and the fur trade.  The third section of the paper will examine how these industries helped the economic development of the Yukon.  It will attempt to answer the following question: to what degree does H.A. Innis’ Staple Thesis explain the growth of the Yukon economy?  That is, to what extent was the economic development of the Yukon the result of the export of one or two primary products?  Please use the map on page 2 for place names referred to in this paper.


All industries in the Yukon revolved around the transportation system.  The primary mode of transportation in the Yukon was the sternwheelers
 that plied the Yukon, Stewart, and other navigable rivers.  The navigation season was from mid-May to mid-October each year
.  Wood was the primary fuel of the sternwheelers, with as much as 2 cords/hr being burned when the steamboat was going upstream. Wood camps were maintained at 20-40 mile intervals along the rivers for refuelling, which provided employment for a number of  people.  The distances along the rivers were quite significant: Mayo is located 180 miles up Stewart River from the Yukon River, 250 miles from Dawson and 570 miles from Whitehorse.   The steamboats could carry freight and as many as 100 passengers.  They could also push barges carrying large freight and machinery.  With the mining developments in the Mayo-Keno area, shallower-drafted (2 ft) sternwheelers were built for the Stewart River.  Channels had to be dredged and rocks removed to improve navigation
.


Local roads were constructed around Dawson City, Whitehorse, and Mayo. Transportation in the Mayo area was particularly dependent on the roads, due to the un-navigable rivers in the area.  These three towns were connected in winter by the Overland Trail, which was a winter-only road used as a substitute for summer river transportation.  Prior to aeroplanes, winter mail, passengers, and freight all went from Whitehorse on this road via horse-drawn stage.  Only necessary supplies and a few passengers were carried on the Overland Trial.  It was an uncomfortable one to two weeks long trip, spent in an open stage exposed to the worst of the Arctic winter, with just the nightly roadhouses for respite
.


Whitehorse was the transportation hub for the Yukon, connecting the White Pass and Yukon Route’s (WP&YR) railway to tidewater at Skagway and the steamboats that carried all trade up and down the Yukon and tributary rivers.  Nearly all freight and passengers to/from the Yukon came this way, until aircraft came in the 1930's.  Like all Yukon communities, Whitehorse was controlled by the patterns of winter and summer transportation.  It was busier in summer as it boomed with river travel.  Trains ran all year, but infrequently in the winter due to the decreased volume of passengers and freight.  In 1922 Whitehorse had a year-round population of approximately 350.  There were few permanent jobs and the town tended to shut down in October at the close of navigation, waiting to re-awaken in late March when boat crews started coming back to town
.  The rivers and streams of the Yukon allowed the country to be explored and developed, and they either helped or hindered that development. 


In 1927 Yukon Airways Exploration Company, based in Whitehorse, was the first commercial airline in the Yukon.  In the 1930's several more companies offered regular and charter flight services in the Territory, including the WP&YR.   Aircraft improved transportation in the Territory in several different ways.  Supplies could be brought in quickly and easily, so mining camps could operate later into the season.  Trappers could be dropped off and picked up near their trap-lines, thus avoiding long overland treks.  Aeroplanes greatly assisted surveying and prospecting.  Instead of taking most of a season to get in and out of a promising area, locations could be scouted from the air, and then a party flown in.  They could spend most of their time investigating the area before being flown out again.  Aircraft also offered competition in winter for freight and the few passengers who wanted to make the trip between communities. Aircraft also took over mail routes.  The winter stage roads stopped being used and fell into disrepair in the 1930's because of the use of air travel in the winter months
.


Gold mining in the Mayo-Keno area boomed during the war years, but quickly declined, from 360,000 ounces produced in 1916 down to 19,000 ounces in 1921.  The reason for the decline was that high-tech, mass gravel-processing methods were not practical in the Mayo area because the rugged terrain and non-navigable rivers made the costs of development and production too high. One dredge did work in the area 1920-2, but it was abandoned.  Once the high yield gravels had been picked over, gold mining in the Mayo area quickly faded into the background of the economy
.


Klondike gold mining too had had to change as the rich ores were picked over.  Claims were consolidated and high-tech mining techniques requiring a lot of capital and a small amount of labour to work a large amount of gravel quickly were needed in order to run a profitable operation.  Dredges, water ditches, and power plants replaced the pick and sluice box.  Production and labour costs that had risen sharply during WWI stayed high, and more and more gravel had to be processed at a faster rate in order to recover enough of the placer gold to give a positive return on investment.  But in 1919 few companies were in a stable enough financial position to continue operations, as conditions in WWI had forced several into bankruptcy.  Gold production continued to fall, reaching a low of 26,000 ounces in 1926.  The largest mining company in the Yukon was the Yukon Consolidated Gold Corporation (Yukon Gold).  At one point it owned 85% of the Klondike gold claims.  Its production from 1910 to 1923 totalled $4.848 million, with a low of $178,000 in 1922
.  In 1929 placer gold, almost all of it from the Klondike, accounted for only 30% of Yukon mineral production, and total gold production stayed at 30,000 - 45,000 ounces until the mid 1930's
.


The Depression returned some prosperity to the Yukon’s gold mining industry, as the fixed gold price was raised from $20 to $35 an ounce in 1933.  With this incentive, gold production increased to beyond 1917 levels, to 72,000 ounces in 1938 and 88,000 ounces in 1939.  The 1930's also saw a trend toward more capital intensive mining.  Yukon Consolidated Gold started building a fleet of dredges and by 1939 it had 10 of them operating in the Klondike.  Also, the hydro plant on the Klondike River was enlarged, and new ways to thaw the gold-bearing gravels were employed.


The decline of Dawson City was emblematic of the Yukon’s decline.  Through the 1920's its population continued to decrease, from 975 in 1921 to 819 in the 1931 census.  The percentage of its population employed in mining declined from 41% in 1918 to 22% in 1941.  The US consulate closed in 1918, the Dawson Daily News newspaper stopped publication in 1920; Klondike City/Lousetown, across the Klondike River from Dawson, was abandoned by 1930, its railcars and buildings swallowed by the re-emerging bush.  The Klondike Mines Railway, which had run over 50 miles into the Klondike goldfields, had shutdown in 1913.   Revitalization of the goldfields in 1930's provided some respite, as Dawson’s population increased to 1043 at the 1941 census
, but the Yukon mining capital had already moved south to Mayo, as did some government offices.


The lode mining industry in the Yukon also faced the problem of high production costs, but it also had the additional difficulties of fluctuating world metal prices and high transportation costs. High transportation costs meant that only bonanza ore was profitable, and even then, only if world metal prices were high enough.  This was evident in the two main lode mining areas in the Yukon during this time period.


The Whitehorse Copper Belt was discovered in 1898 by miners heading for the Klondike, and the first high-grade ore was shipped to southern smelters in 1900.  Despite the favourable showings of copper ore, delays in developing the ore finds were primarily attributed to lack of proper transportation facilities.  Even after wagon roads were built the 7 miles to railhead at Whitehorse, ore transportation costs were still very high.  It cost $3/ton just to get ore to Whitehorse, and then another $6/ton to transport the ore from Whitehorse to southern smelters.  This situation was improved when the WP&YR built a 15-mile sub-line into the Copper Belt.  Copper production was buoyed by high demand and high prices during WWI.  But, as prices returned to pre-war levels, mining in the Copper Belt was no longer profitable and all production ceased by 1921.  Several attempts were made during the 1920's to resurrect mining in the Belt, but, again, the problems of high production and transportation costs, low quality ore, and the uncertainty of the world price of copper were too much to overcome.  No further serious attempts to mine the Whitehorse Copper Belt were made until the 1960's
.


The Mayo area was the other lode mining area in the Yukon.  Mayo was first established in 1901 when a minor gold rush first brought miners to the area, but Mayo did not develop significantly until the 1919 silver-lead discoveries at nearby Keno.  By 1921, Yukon Gold had developed properties and was shipping ore to southern smelters.  The high transportation costs meant that only the highest grade ore was shipped out.  The ore was hauled by road from Keno to Mayo, a distance of 40 miles, for $30/ton.  Then the ore travelled by steamship, the WP&YR railway, and ocean steamer to San Francisco for an additional $30/ton.  Silver at that time was 65c/ounce, so Yukon Gold’s cut-off grade for profitability was 200 ounces of silver/ton.  In 1924 they ran out of this high-grade ore, and so closed down operations
.


A second mining company, Treadwell Yukon, had begun operations at Keno in 1921.  In 1924 they took over Yukon Gold’s operations in the area and decided on long-term developments to try to make their mining more efficient.  Treadwell brought in caterpillar trains to cut transportation costs from the mines to Mayo.  They also built a concentrating/separating mill, which allowed lower grade ores to be profitably mined.  These improvements made Treadwell stable enough to survive fluctuations in world silver-lead markets and extended the life of their operations in the Mayo area.   Although Treadwell employed just over 100 men, by 1925 it was carrying the Yukon economy.  In that year silver-lead production surpassed Klondike gold production, and the population of the Mayo area, approximately 800 people, was nearly ½ of the Yukon’s non-native population
.


In 1925, just a few miles from Keno, silver claims were discovered at Elsa.  The owners worked them until 1928, when the high-grade ore was gone, and then they sold out to Treadwell.  Treadwell moved its mill and primary operations to Elsa in 1929 after the known ore reserves at Keno were exhausted. But, at the start of the Depression, world silver prices sank, so in 1932 Treadwell closed the mill and Elsa operations.  Then, in 1935, when new deposits were found and US government purchases brought silver prices back up, Treadwell resumed operations.  But, at the start of WWII, with the US government deciding not to buy foreign silver and known ore bodies in the Mayo area once more being exhausted, Treadwell decided to shut down its Mayo-area operations
.


From 1921 to 1942, Treadwell Yukon took 624,570 tons of silver & lead out of the Yukon, a gross value of over $21 million
.  The mining in the Mayo area through the 1920's and 1930's had stabilized and buoyed the Yukon economy.  An indication of this is that the Yukon population increased from 4,230 in 1931 to 4,914 in 1941, and both Whitehorse’s and Dawson’s populations had increased as well
.


The fur trade was a stabilizing economic force in the Yukon.  It was mainly the domain of the natives, as it was part of their lifestyle of living off the land out in the bush away from the Yukon’s populated towns.  The natives’ activities were not dependent on the world price and market for furs, which fluctuated during this time period.  Recession came post-WWI, and prices were low until 1923.  Prices boomed until 1929 and the Depression, at which time they bottomed out, and did not start recovering again until 1936.  The best year for the industry was 1928, when $610,000 in furs were harvested.  When the industry was booming, people were attracted to the Territory and the natives faced competition in the fur areas.  However, as soon as the fur market cooled off again, most of the newcomers abandoned the industry back to the natives.  In this fashion the fur trade provided a steady source of income to the natives and to the Territorial government, for which it made up as much as 10% of its revenues
.


In his work, “The Fur Trade in Canada”, H.A. Innis argues that the fur trade does not lead to the economic development of a region.  This is because the fur trade does not promote settlement, it does not create linkages into other industries in the region, and the wealth created by the export of furs is not captured in the region
.  This is not necessarily the case of the fur trade in the Yukon.  A characteristic of the Yukon fur trade was that it was not dominated by the Hudson’s Bay Company (HBC).  A large number of smaller traders, as well as the HBC, operated throughout the Territory.  This competition meant that more of the wealth remained with those who collected the furs.  Although the fur trade did not lead to significant settlement and economic development in the Yukon, it did provide regular incomes to a large number of people in the Territory and was a foil to the boom and bust cycles of the mining industry.


In contrast, mining can lead to the development and diversification of a region, and the Yukon is an example of this.  In the Klondike, the increasingly large-scale high-tech gold mining methods had, by WWI, created a large amount of infrastructure and subsequent industries.  The WP&YR railway and steamboat system, the Klondike Mines Railway, and the hydro-plant on the Klondike River are just three examples of the backward linkages created by gold mining.  The same sort of development and diversification occurred in the Mayo area after the silver-lead discoveries in 1919.  In 1919 Keno was founded as a staging area for hauling supplies to the nearby mines.  The town grew to include hotels, liquor stores, and a post office.  Wernecke Camp townsite developed to support Treadwell Yukon’s operations.  It grew to include a poolroom, bowling alley, library, radio, powerhouse, and assay office as well as private houses.  Mayo in the early 1920's grew to include a hospital, fire dept HQ, church, warehouses for the WP&YR, business blocks, hotel, bakeries, and offices as well as residences.  The Bank of Montreal came to Mayo 1938.  The town of Elsa built up around the mining camp and mill to include a store, poolroom, and school
.  As Green has stated, “... the mine supplanting agriculture is viewed as the genetic agent responsible for settlement existence, and around these settlements can then be built the necessary elements to encourage regional growth”
.  Agriculture was also driven by mining industry demand.  The Yukon has many physical disadvantages for the development of agriculture.  The mountainous nature limits soil suitability, and permafrost
 and low rainfall are problems where there is suitable soil.  The best soil is found in small pockets in river valleys.  During the Klondike heyday, many sizable farms were developed in the Dawson area for the local market.  But with the decline in the Yukon population, only 27 farms were listed in the 1941 census
. “The decline in Yukon population had an adverse effect on agricultural development”
.  Because of transportation costs, farming could only serve the local market, and so the agricultural industry needed population increase to spur development. 


Mining certainly provides the impetus for initial economic development of a region, but can it lead to long-term development and a diversified self-sustaining economy?  History is replete with ghost towns that lived and died on the life-span of their mining industry.  Barkerville in central British Columbia is one example.  The same did not happen in the Yukon for two reasons.  First, mining success created mining success.  Miners and prospectors were drawn to one strike, such as the gold in the Klondike.  When all the good ground was claimed, they spread out into the surrounding countryside, and made new mineral finds.  The Whitehorse Copper Belt, Keno silver-lead, and Elsa silver strikes all happened this way.  Second, some of the companies operating in the Yukon in the time period had a long-term view of operations and business in the Territory, and so they diversified their investments.


The chain of general merchandise stores, Taylor and Drury, are an example of a company that promoted the long-term development of the Yukon.  The company had a set of 16 trading posts on smaller Yukon River tributaries, as well as its main store in Whitehorse.  By fostering the fur trade, and using its own  (smaller for shallower rivers)  steamboats, it served places in the Yukon not reached by the WP&YR.  In 1919 Taylor and Drury came to Mayo, bought their own steamship to supply the area, and established a second store in Keno.  They extended credit to prospectors and miners who were opening their claims and they felt that in doing so they assisted in the development of the region.  In 1928, Taylor and Drury started selling GM cars in Whitehorse as well as running a gas station
.


The WP&YR also was in the Yukon for the long-term.  Born with a railway from Skagway to Whitehorse in 1900, the company expanded to steamship service,  and by WWI it had achieved a near monopoly as the common carrier in the Yukon.  Its fortunes depended on the Yukon’s prosperity, and Whitehorse’s prosperity depended on it, as Whitehorse was a WP&YR company town.  WP&YR was a major player in the Territory’s economic fortunes.  It was a major employer; it was the main carrier to the “outside”
; and layoffs, hirings, and tariff rates influenced the whole economy
.  It was often in a precarious business position.  By the 1920's, the company was kept in operation by the Mayo mines as, by then, its cargoes had fallen to ½ of its 1914 tonnage.  The Yukon’s principle export, gold, was shipped out of Dawson by registered mail (and later airmail), so it did not benefit the WP&YR
.  The reduction of freight to Dawson due to the reduced mining there had a big impact on the WP&YR.  Fortunately, passenger traffic was relatively heavier than on other Canadian carriers.  As much as 25% of WP&YR’s revenues came from tourists and passenger travel between Whitehorse, Dawson, and Mayo. In an effort to try to increase its ridership and revenues, the WP&YR advertised tours on its railway and steamship routes.  Two main trips were promoted.  The first was an excursion on the southern lakes.  Starting on the train, trippers went from Skagway over the White Pass to Bennett for roast beef lunch, then on to Carcross where they boarded the steamship Tutshi for a cruise through the interconnected lakes that are the headwaters of the Yukon River.  They stayed the night at Atlin and returned to Skagway the following day.  The second trip was to Dawson.  The train was taken from Skagway to Whitehorse, where trippers boarded steamboats for the trip to Dawson.  From there they could either return to Skagway via Whitehorse, or continue down the Yukon River to complete the Circle tour - either via Fairbanks or all the way to St. Michael at the mouth of the Yukon River.  This second tour usually required most of the summer season to complete
.  The railway and steamships were scheduled together for these tours and excursions.  Carcross, on the railway 40 miles south of Whitehorse, owed its existence to this tourist business on the scenic southern lakes.  The WP&YR remained solvent from 1900 without government assistance or subsidy.  It experienced a wide variation in volume of business from year to year and some losses on operations, but saw on average a 1% annual rate of return.  However, no dividends were paid from 1912 until the 1950's.


There are also examples of companies/organizations that did not promote the long-term development of the Yukon.  Yukon Gold was one.  This New York City-based company took $31 million in gold out of the Klondike, and paid $9.8 million in dividends to shareholders, but it made little re-investment or diversification in the Yukon other than the infrastructure it needed for production.  In the Keno mines, Yukon Gold exploited just its high-grade properties, taking the best ore out as quickly as possible and investing a minimal amount in local infrastructure.  They abandoned their mines at the first signs of unprofitability
.


The federal government also did not promote the long-term development of the Yukon.  It only spent enough money to keep a formal administrative presence and retain control of natural resources.  Private enterprise had to contribute to road construction and other public-use projects.  For example, Treadwell paid nearly 1/3 of the cost of roads in the Mayo area
.  Public projects that companies saw as vital for their continued sound operations were often delayed by a lack of government help.  For example, in the Mayo-area, companies wanted a radio or telegraph system for quicker communications to Dawson, but they were stymied by a lack of government assistance. Their demands were finally met in October 1923 when a wireless system between Dawson and Mayo went into operation
.  The Yukon was not a priority for federal government.  In the 1920's its priorities were: recovery from WWI; and solidifying Prairie development and the Canadian industrial base.  In the 1930's its priority was to deal with the Depression
.  The Yukon was of so little interest to Ottawa that in 1937, British Columbia, under Premier Pattullo, made moves to annex the Territory.  The plan was announced in April of that year and agreed to by the federal government, but it was scuttled by a dispute over a grant to St. Mary’s Catholic School in Carcross (echoes of the separate school funding debate in Manitoba in the 1870's)
.  The Territorial Council, which was the focal point of demands by citizens and companies for assistance and plans for economic development, helped where it could, even though it had little money or authority for development.  It provided an airfield in Mayo, and the Territorial assay office was moved from Dawson to Keno.  From 1921 to 1942 it spent an average of $14,000/year in the Mayo area on public services such as a hospital, fire fighting equip, library, schools, streets and sidewalks
. The federal and Territorial governments, despite their lack of interest and resources, did provide a stable economic base for the Yukon economy.  It is quite likely that Dawson City would have become a ghost town but for the continued presence of government civil servants in the town.


This paper demonstrates that H.A. Innis’ Staple Thesis does explain the growth of the Yukon economy in the time period 1919 to 1941.  The economic development of the Yukon was the result of mining and the fur trade.  Whereas the fur trade provided economic stability but growth, the export of gold and silver-lead ore was the engine driving economic development in the Yukon.  When mining boomed, the economy boomed, when it went bust, the economy went into decline.  And the profitability of the mining companies hinged on the vagaries of world metal prices.   Mining created backward linkages into equipment, infrastructure, and transportation networks.  It also created final demand linkages into the creation of towns and the agriculture and tourism industries.  With only limited government involvement, the Yukon’s development was left to the marketplace and southern corporations.  Treadwell Yukon, Yukon Consolidated Gold, the WP&YR, and other companies made the decisions that shaped the future of the Yukon.  These decisions, naturally, rested on a concern for profits.  Fortunately for the Yukon, some of these key decision-making corporations were interested in investing in the Yukon for the long-term. The precipitate population decline and economic deterioration of the Yukon were arrested during the years 1919 to 1941.  The population increased over this time period, and the economy was more diversified in 1941 than it was in 1919.
Bibliography
Anderson, Barry C. Lifeline to the Yukon: A History of Yukon River Navigation. Bellevue, Washington, Superior Publishing Company, 1983.

Coates, Ken S. and Morrison, William. Land of the Midnight Sun : A History of the Yukon. Edmonton, Hurtig Publishers, 1988.

Dickson, William. “Northern Agriculture”; in C.A. Dawson (ed.); The New North-West. Toronto, University of Toronto Press, 1947; 157-181.

Dobrowolsky, Helen and Ingram, Rob. A History of the Whitehorse Copper Belt. Whitehorse, Indian and Northern Affairs Canada, 1993.

Dobrowolsky, Helen and Ingram, Rob. Edge of the River, Heart of the City: A History of the Whitehorse Waterfront.Whitehorse, Lost Moose Publishing, Yukon; 1994.

Finnie, O.S. The Yukon Territory 1926. Ottawa, Department of the Interior, NorthWest Territories and Yukon Branch, 1926.

Green, Jerry Edward. A Functional Analysis of the Populated Places in Canada’s Yukon Territory and the Mackenzie District of the NorthWest Territories, 1898-1971: A Study in Settlement Persistence. Phd. Thesis, Chapel Hill, N.C., University of North Carolina, 1976.

Hamilton, Walter R. The Yukon Story. Vancouver, Mitchell Press Ltd, 1964.

Hewetson, H.W. “Transportation in the Northwest” in C.A. Dawson (ed.); The New North-West. Toronto, University of Toronto Press, 1947; 186-225.

Innis, H.A. The Fur Trade in Canada.  New Haven, Yale University Press, 1930.

Johnson, Eric L. The Bonanza Narrow Gauge Railway: The Story of the Klondike Mines Railway.  Vancouver, Rusty Spike Publishing, 1997.

MacDonald, Linda E.T., and Bleiler, Lynette R. Gold and Galena: A History of the Mayo District. Mayo, Yukon, Mayo Historical Society, 1990.

McConnell, R.G. The Whitehorse Copper Belt, Yukon Territory. Ottawa, Department of Mines, Geological Survey Branch, 1909.

Miller, Bill. Wires in the Wilderness: The Story of the Yukon Telegraph. Surrey, B.C., Heritage House Publishing Company Ltd., 2004.

Satterfield, Archie.  After the Gold Rush. Philadelphia, J.B. Lippincott Company, 1976.

Webb, Melody. The Yukon: The Last Frontier. Albuquerque, New Mexico, University of New Mexico Press, 1985.

Zaslow, Morris. The Northward Expansion of Canada 1914-67. Toronto, McClelland & Stewart, 1988.

Zaslow, Morris. “The Yukon: Northern Development in a Canadian-American Context” in Coates, Kenneth S., and Morrison, William R. (ed.); Interpreting Canada’s North: Selected Readings. Toronto, Copp Clark Pitman Ltd, 1989; 133-148.

�Green, Jerry Edward, A Functional Analysis of the Populated Places in Canada’s Yukon Territory and the Mackenzie District of the NorthWest Territories, 1898-1971: A Study in Settlement Persistence.(Chapel Hill, N.C.,1976), p. 25.


�Coates, Ken S., Morrison, William, Land of the midnight sun : A History of the Yukon. (Edmonton, 1988), p. 180.


�Zaslow, Morris, “The Yukon: Northern Development in a Canadian-American Context”, in  Coates, Kenneth S., and Morrison, William R. (ed). Interpreting Canada’s North: Selected Readings. (Toronto, 1989), p. 148.


�Also referred to as steamboats or steamships in this paper.


�The ice on Lake Laberge was always the last to breakup each spring.  It was always the reason for delays in opening the navigation season. To try to speed the breakup of the ice, the Lewes River dam above Whitehorse would be opened to send a large force of water against the ice. Other methods used to break up the ice included spreading tar and kerosene-black on the ice to speed its melting.


�Hewetson, H.W. “Transportation in the Northwest” in C.A. Dawson (ed.); The New North-West. (Toronto, 1947), pp. 195-196.


Webb, Melody. The Last Frontier. (Albuquerque, 1985), p. 222.





�Webb, op. cit., p. 214.


�Dobrowolsky, Helen and Ingram, Rob, Edge of the River, Heart of the City: A History of the Whitehorse Waterfront. (Whitehorse, 1994), p. 19.


�Coates and Morrison, op. cit., pp. 201-202.


Dobrowolsky and Ingram, op. cit., pp. 32-33. 


Hewetson, op. cit., pp. 199-201.


�Coates and Morrison, op. cit., p. 185.


MacDonald, Linda E.T., and Bleiler, Lynette R., Gold and Galena: A History of the Mayo District. (Mayo, 1990), p. 55.


�Finnie, O.S., The Yukon Territory 1926. (Ottawa, 1926), p. 34.


�Coates and Morrison, op. cit., pp. 185, 190.


Zaslow, Morris, The Northward Expansion of Canada 1914-67. (Toronto, 1988), p. 171.


�Zaslow, Morris, Northward Expansion. p. 175.


�McConnell, R.G., The Whitehorse Copper Belt, Yukon Territory. (Ottawa, 1909), pp. 1-3.


Dobrowolsky, Helen and Ingram, Rob, A History of the Whitehorse Copper Belt. (Whitehorse, 1993), pp. 8, 16.


�MacDonald and Bleiler, op. cit., pp. 73-74.


�Ibid, pp. 75-76.


�Ibid, pp. 77, 79, 81, 85.


�Hamilton, Walter R., The Yukon Story. (Vancouver, 1964), pp. 76-77.


�Green, op. cit., p. 25.


�Coates and Morrison, op. cit., pp. 137, 193-6.


Webb, op. cit., pp. 300, 304.


�Innis, H.A., The Fur Trade in Canada.  (New Haven, 1930), Introduction and Conclusion.


�MacDonald and Bleiler, op. cit., pp. 72, 76, 82, 99.


�Green op. cit., p. 2.


�Permafrost is soil that is permanently frozen.  Even in the summertime, when temperatures in the Yukon can reach over 30C, the soil is frozen to within a few centimetres of the surface.  This also prevents fertilizers and water from properly soaking into the ground.


�Dickson, William, “Northern Agriculture”; in C.A. Dawson (ed.); The New North-West. (Toronto, 1947), pp. 173, 177, 181.


�Ibid, p. 177.


�MacDonald and Bleiler, op. cit., pp. 113-115.


�"Outside” was the local term for anyplace not in the Yukon, although it usually did not refer to Alaska or the NorthWest Territories.


�Dobrowolsky and Ingram, Edge of the River, p. 15.


�Hewetson, op. cit., p. 196.


�Satterfield, Archie, After the Gold Rush. (Philadelphia, 1976), pp. 25-26, 56.


�Coates and Morrison, op. cit., p. 197.


Hewetson, op. cit., p. 196.


�Coates and Morrison, op. cit., pp. 157, 189.


�Ibid, p. 189.


�MacDonald and Bleiler, op. cit., p. 205.


�Coates and Morrison, op. cit., p. 212.


�Ibid, p. 216.


�MacDonald and Bleiler, op. cit., p. 107.





