
Happy New Year! 
 
How are you doing with 
those New Year’s resolu-
tions?  I hope you are 
doing well and enjoyed 
the holidays and the New 
Year is off to a grand 
start.   
 
Are you ready for all the 
Maple Chapter events 
taking place in 2007?  
I’m sure Maple Chapter 
can count on each of you 
to assist with planning of 
the events as well as 
attending each event.  
You know we never leave 
without a hug and a 
laugh or two.  With every-
one’s help, we can make 
the largest tasks easy.   
 
Plans are underway for 
our Open House/Impact 
Meeting on March 15.  
Your Board will be asking 
for your participation 

during the Open House, 
but you need to begin 
thinking now who you 
might like to personally 
invite.  And, as always, 
the Board is open for 
any suggestions you 
have to make this 
year’s Open House a 
success.   
 
Before we know it, Ad-
ministrative Profession-
als Day® will be here.  
I’m sure Doris and Eve-
lyn will be contacting 
their committee soon 
to begin the planning.  
Hmmm, can we top last 
year’s “fashion show”?  
Doesn’t’ it make you 
smile just thinking 
about it?  I hope all of 
our attendees are just 
waiting for someone to 
invite them to become 
a Maple Chapter mem-
ber.  Do you know 
someone who might be 
interested? Invite them 

as a guest to any of our 
meetings.   
 
I’m looking forward to 
seeing each of you at 
our January 18th meet-
ing at Gordy’s as we 
gather together to begin 
the 2007 Maple Chapter 
year.  Joel Conrad from 
Goshen Health Systems 
will be discussing “how 
to talk to your doctor”. 
 
May you be blessed  
with good health and 
happiness in 2007.  
 
As always,  
  “Embrace the Vision” 

                 

                   Beth 
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• The January issue of the Indiana Division Board Letter can be found on the Indiana Divi-

sion website. 
• Be sure and mark your calendar for the Indiana Division Annual Meeting and Education 

Forum May 4-6, 2007 in Lafayette.   Please note Leadership Conference is scheduled for 
Friday afternoon, May 4.  Room reservations are now being accepted at the Best Western 
Lafayette Plaza and Conference Center. 

• Now is the time to consider becoming a member of the Indiana Division Board.  See the 
Board Letter for details. 

Building Our FutureBuilding Our Future  
Indiana Division Indiana Division   
IAAPIAAP®®   

P A G E  2  

International Update (www.iaap-hq.org) 

Indiana Division Update (www.indiana-iaap.org) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
• “Shaping the Future” is the international theme for Administrative Professionals Week 

2007. 
 
• Mark your calendar to attend IAAP’s Professional Education Conference (PEC), a top-notch 

opportunity for advanced-level learning, and eligible for CEU or recertification points.  It will 
be held March 5-7, 2007 at the Hyatt La Jolla in La Jolla CA. Registration fee for IAAP 
members, $450 for early bird registration; $530 for non-members. Conference attendees 
receive a room rate of $179 per night, plus taxes. Make room reservations by calling 
800.233.1234. Be sure to mention this conference when you call. For complete details 
about the PEC visit the International website. 

 “Please do nice things for yourself.  If you don’t take care of yourself, who will?” 
 

Dr. Suzanne Metzger 
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Computer Tips…provided by Denise Goveia (article by Ethan Ax,                   
Account Executive, Sherman & Co. Public Relations reprinted from Inside Indiana 
Business ) 

Friends Don’t Let Friends Abuse Power Point 
 
About three months ago, someone made a suggestion that rocked my world. It challenged my core beliefs and 
made me question everything I had learned up until this point in my life. A good friend of mine actually sug-
gested that I stop using PowerPoint, or at least, not use it as much. 
 
“Blasphemy!” I said. I always followed the rules. I never used too many lines per slide. I never used more than 
five words per line. I always used a dark background with a light font or a light background with a dark font. I 
never used clip art. My PowerPoint presentations were textbook and to challenge my use of it was to challenge 
my very being.  
 
PowerPoint is a household name, and even though other presentation software exists, I’m guessing that most 
of us couldn’t say what they are. According to Jerry Weissman, author of the book Presenting to Win, there are 
more than 30 million PowerPoint presentations given every day. But, as my friend explained, just because eve-
ryone is doing it doesn’t make it a good idea.  
 
There are two kinds of PowerPoint users. First, there is the speaker who used to be charismatic and interesting 
before using PowerPoint. Second, there is the speaker who was never interesting to begin with, and now, with 
the help of PowerPoint, he or she can project those same uninteresting topics onto a wall in conveniently unat-
tractive bullet-point form. As Tad Simmons, editor-in-chief of Presentations magazine, suggests in his article, 
“Does PowerPoint Make You Stupid?” if you have nothing to say, PowerPoint will help you say it.  
 
Let’s discuss how PowerPoint can kill charisma. Take, for example, this excerpt from former Notre Dame Foot-
ball Coach Knute Rockne’s famous “Win One for the Gipper" speech:  
 
“None of you ever knew George Gipp… But you know what a tradition he is at Notre Dame. And the last thing 
he said to me: ‘Rock, sometime, when the team is up against it - and the breaks are beating the boys - tell them 
to go out there with all they got and win just one for the Gipper... I don't know where I'll be then, Rock, but I'll 
know about it - and I'll be happy.’"  
 
Look what happens when we put it in PowerPoint form.  
 
Slide one: George Gipp – A Notre Dame Tradition 
Slide two: Where we are now 
 
• Up against it 
• Breaks beating boys 
 
Slide three: Where we want to be 
 
• Giving all we’ve got 
• Winning one for the Gipper 
 
Slide four: In conclusion 
 
• Gipp will know we won 
• Winning will make him happy 
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Friends Don’t Let Friends Abuse Power Point (continued) 

 

If PowerPoint could destroy one of the most inspirational sports speeches of all time, imagine what it’s doing to your speech 
about projected sales growth.  
 
Now let’s examine how PowerPoint can act as a crutch to less-experienced speakers. PowerPoint gives these individuals an 
excuse to avoid eye contact with the audience by giving them the opportunity to read the text line-for-line off of the screen. In 
addition, the rigid form of PowerPoint isn’t conducive to sharing anecdotal evidence with the audience. The speaker is more 
likely to stick to the information presented on the slide than tell a funny story that helps the audience relate to that information. 
Nuanced subjects are broken down into overly simplified bullet points.  
 
What’s worse, if a member of the audience has a question, the order of the presentation may need to change. 
The speaker fumbles trying to find the right slide and fumbles again when trying to get back on track. What will 
this person do if the computer crashes? Will he or she be prepared to address the crowd?  
 
Despite its downfalls, it is important to remember that PowerPoint, when used appropriately, can be a useful tool. 
PowerPoint is a visual medium, it works great for pictures and easy-to-understand graphs. Let’s say you traveled 
to New Orleans to assist with the Hurricane Katrina relief efforts and were asked to give a speech to the local Ro-
tary Club on your experiences there. Instead of listing the horrifying statistics in bullet-point formula, simply say 
them. The numbers are sobering enough as they are; projecting them on a screen doesn’t make them any more 
effective. Instead, when talking about the devastation, flash a picture on the screen of a shattered house and 
fallen trees. The bottom line: Avoid text on your slides as much as possible. If you can read it, just say it. Your 
audience isn’t in kindergarten; they don’t want to be read to, they want to be spoken to.  
 
At the end of the day, it’s still OK to use PowerPoint, but instead of 20-30 slides at an average rate of 45 seconds 
per slide, try cutting it down to 4 or 5 slides at an average rate of five minutes per slide. You’ll notice a drastic im-
provement of the quality in your presentations and, more importantly, so will your audience. 
 
The next time you see a friend get behind a keyboard to prepare a speech, remember that you have an obligation 
to step in and take away his or her mouse. Your friend may start to argue with you, but you’re not only saving the 
presenter, you’re saving the life of everyone who has to listen to the speech. 

Exciting Website Developments! 
  
Maple Chapter will be participating in the free trial of the new website through International.  I at-
tended a  webinar in December to learn about how to set it up for our use and I was very im-
pressed with the ease of management. This is initially a 3 year project to establish the website and 
make structural changes. Some of the features will include an interactive calendar with RSVP po-
tential, customization of color schemes, levels of authority for access to make changes and view 
information, ability to have a members only or officers only calendar, and manageable banner ads 
so we can approach businesses to sell space and report the viewing hits back to them.  I recently 
received registration approval and will begin to experiment with the basics of setting up our trial 
site.  It is very important to me to receive feedback from you as our website develops, so watch the 
newsletter for updates as spring progresses.  Thank you for giving me this opportunity to be in-
volved in such an exciting project! 

  
Denise J. Goveia 
Website Chair 

Web Site Update 
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Many thanks to each of you for participating in the Terri Lynn and Entertainment Book fund raisers.  
We presently have 27 Terri Lynn items left to sell including Pecan Pieces, Honey Peanuts, Apricots, 
Fruit Mix, Chocolate Pecans, Yogurt Raisins, Chocolate almonds and Praline Pecans. A detailed list 
can be viewed on the Maple Web Site www.maplechapter.org . Profits from these two fund raisers 
presently total $1,983.33. 
 
With the New Year comes our annual sale of Butter Braids and Cookie Dough.  Members will receive 
order forms in their mailbox for both.  Butter braids are good for family get-togethers, celebration 
among friends, or a weekend treat.  The Classic Breaks cookie dough is easy to bake at the last min-
ute - perfect for families on the go.  
 
Orders can be taken through the rest of January and the beginning of February.  Orders along with 
payment will need to be turned in at the February 15th Chapter Meeting with delivery at the March 
15th Chapter Meeting.  The cost of the Butter Braids and Cookie Dough for the Chapter  has gone up 
from $5.20 to $6.00.  We will be selling them for $10.00 each.  To get free shipping, our goal is to sell 
18 items per member.  Two new flavors have been added this year - peach cream cheese and straw-
berry cream cheese.  
 
Give some thought to selling this product if you have not before.  The treats come frozen and are 
ready to pop in the oven,  and we make a profit of $4.00 for each item sold.  Thanks for your past sup-
port and we look forward to another successful fund-raiser.  
 
 
Marlene Slaubaugh CPS 
Denise Goveia 

Finance Committee Report 

January 15—Beth Cripe 
February 6—Casey Bechtel 
February 22—Evelyn Wagner 

Membership            Membership            Membership            
RenewalsRenewalsRenewals   

   

Sally Biller 
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EDUCATION SPOT — provided by Deb McElheny (brochure available at www.ncpc.org) 
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Education Spot—continued 
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Education Spot—continued 


