Reading for Understanding



How do you read for understanding?

How does the author tell the reader what is important?

Scan Text Effects:

Fonts 

titles, headings, bold face print, color print, italics, bullets, captions, and labels

Graphics
diagrams, tables, graphs, charts, maps, drawings, and pictures

Organizers
index, preface, inquiry questions, key concepts, and vocabulary lists


Cues

in conclusion, to summarize, in summary, for example, therefore, thus, 

however, such as

Questioning:

Make questions about ……

-
what you do not know

-
what you need to know

-
what you would like to know

· what is important in the reading selection

· main points of the author

a) Initial understanding



(Level 1)

who, what, where, when, why, list, name 

b) Interpretation




(Level 2-3)

relationships, cause, effect, draw, illustrate

c) Analysis


(Level 4-6)

similarities, differences, explain, compare, 

contrast, discuss, distinguish between, 

apply to your own life

Read:


Read the section in an effort to understand what the author is telling you.
Clarify:

What terms within the section are unfamiliar ?

Add these items to the questions section.
Summarize:
Identify and condense the most important points from the section. Be sure to use your own words.

What are the steps in Reading to Understand?

1)
Scan entire section

2)
Produce questions
(14 total)


6-initial understanding

level 1

5-interpretation 


level 2-3 

3-analysis


level 4-6

3)
Clarify terms

4)
Read section

5)
Answer your own questions

6)
Summarize section

1
topic sentence

3-5
supporting sentences

1
closing / concluding sentence

What should my paper look like ?
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Reading to Understand Section 12.3

Initial Ques:



1.



2.



3.



4.



5.



6.


Interpret Ques:



1.



2.



3.



4.



5.


Analysis Ques:



1.



2.



3.


Answers:



1.



Section Summary:

3

