Science Safety Rules

The science lab is a place for responsible, adult behavior. By knowing and practicing the safety rules, you will help prevent serious accidents to yourself and to others. The most important rules are listed below. Other rules and directions will be given to you by your instructor.

Accidents can be prevented if you make safety a habit!

1.
Never take equipment or chemicals from the classroom.
2.
Never try any classroom science activity at home.
3.
Do not enter the classroom without the teacher present.

4.
The science storage rooms and the teacher’s desk are for authorized persons only. 
You must have permission from your instructor to enter these rooms/areas.

5.
When working in the lab:


Shoes must be worn that completely cover the feet

Loose, baggy clothing must be secured

Long hair must be tied back

Dangling jewelry must be removed

6.
Do not perform any unauthorized experiments.

7.
Do not handle equipment and chemicals at any lab station until instructed to do so.

8.
Know where all emergency equipment is and know how to use it:
Fire Extinguisher

Eye Wash Station

Fire Blanket


9.
When you use the fire extinguisher, follow this acronym: PASS

P
=
Pull pin out of the handle




A
=
Aim and fire




S
=
Squeeze handles




S
=
Sweep the base of the fire
10.
Know the proper fire drill procedures.  (See attached evacuation map)

11.
Always wear safety goggles over your eyes during a laboratory exercise. Be sure to notify your instructor if you wear contact lenses.  (See attached safety contract)

12.
Know the location of the emergency eye wash station. If anything gets into your eye(s), hold your eye(s) open, rinse with running water, and notify your instructor immediately.

13.
If you have an accident, spill, or injury of any sort, notify the teacher immediately.

14.
Never eat food or drink liquids while working in the laboratory. Never eat or drink from any laboratory equipment.

15.
Never handle, mix, or heat chemicals unless you are told to do so by your teacher.

16.
Never touch, taste, or smell chemicals in the laboratory.

17.
Wash your hands before and after working in the laboratory. Be sure not to touch your face while working in the laboratory. 

18.
Do not place hot objects directly on the lab tables. Handle all hot objects with clamps, tongs, or a towel.  Use the proper tool for the proper job.

19.
Never use dirty, chipped, or cracked glassware for a biology activity.  Notify your teacher immediately of any such glassware.

20.
Keep the graduated cylinder guard toward the top of the cylinder at all times.


21.
When using electrical equipment, always inspect power cords for damage. Please 
notify your instructor if you find any damage. Unplug equipment by using the cord cap and not by pulling on the cord.

22.
Always use a mechanical method to pipette a liquid. Never put your mouth on a pipette.

23.
When using sharp instruments such as knives, always carry them with their sharp ends pointing down and away. When cutting specimens or materials, always move the blade away from your body. Lab partners or other people should not be in your cutting direction.

24.
Never try to catch sharp instruments if they fall. Grasp them only by the handle and pass them to others by the handle only.

25.
All living organisms must be handled in a humane manner. Never handle animals in the laboratory unless instructed to do so by the teacher. Do not bring any living thing, plant, or animal to school without first getting permission from your teacher.

26.
Preserved specimens must also be treated with respect. No specimens or parts of specimens are to be taken from the laboratory area without the permission of your teacher.

27.
Petri dishes containing bacterial or fungal growth should never be opened unless you are directed to do so by your teacher.

28.
Do not borrow chemicals or equipment from other lab stations.
29.
If you disagree on any procedure or measurement, contact the teacher.
30.
Never use a piece of equipment for anything other than what is was designed for.

31.
When using the microscope, always use them with care as instructed by your instructor. Any student abusing the microscope will be denied the privilege of using them.
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