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There are several key events and dates that occur throughout the school year in Mr. Manroe’s IB Biology class and within the IB program. These events will have a profound impact upon your IB student and I would greatly appreciate your support of each event. 

The events are as follows:

· Laboratory Notebooks

· Extended Essay 

· Open House

· Group 4 Project

· Manroe Potluck

· Spring Break Study Session


· IB Biology Exam

· IB Banquet


· Science Night

I encourage and welcome any questions you have concerning these events. You can reach me by phone at (619) 691-5600 or through email robert.manroe@suhsd.k12.ca.us. You can also check our class website located at http://geocities.com/manroebio/. Please remember that it is my pleasure to teach your student and that you are welcome to visit my classroom at any time.
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Laboratory Notebook: Since Biology is a lab science, your IB student will need to purchase and maintain a lab notebook. We utilize a college style bound notebook in order to help your student learn the requirements of quality data collection and analysis. At the completion of the course, your student will submit their notebook to IB for assessment.
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Extended Essay: This assignment is a project required from all IB diploma candidates. Your student will choose a content mentor, complete their research project, and submit their extended essay to Mr. Manroe by Friday, March 4th, 2005. Specific guidelines for this project will be provided during the first weeks of school.

Open House: Each year the staff of Castle Park High opens our doors and welcomes the parents, family, and friends of our students to join us for the evening. I strongly urge you to attend this event and meet each one of your student’s teachers. This event is scheduled for Thursday, September 23rd, 2005.
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Group 4 Project: The IB students are given the opportunity to create their own laboratory research project called the Group 4 Project. Within their research group, students can study the organism of their choice from both a biological and a chemical perspective. This process begins in November and the final product is due on Friday, February 18th, 2005. At the project’s completion, your student will submit their project to IB for assessment. In June of 2005, we will present the projects of the entire class.
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Manroe Potluck: All of the IB students, old and new, gather at the Manroe household in January. This social event allows the IB juniors and seniors to come together and share an enjoyable afternoon with my family as well as meet Castle Park IB alumni who have graduated and are currently attending college. The menu is a potluck from the students and this day always proves to be a memorable event.
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 District extended the spring break vacation to two weeks. This schedule change occurs a few weeks before the IB Biology exam. In order to maintain the preparation of your student just prior to the exam, we meet as a class twice during spring break. Each study session is no more than two hours and will be shorter if the students come prepared. The vacation is scheduled for March 21st through March 25th, 2005, and the study session dates will be determined in early March.
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IB Biology Exam: The IB Biology exam is composed of three sections, called papers, and occurs over two consecutive testing days. Both exams are scheduled for the afternoon. Day 1 of the Biology exam is scheduled for May 11th and Day 2 is scheduled May12th. The times and locations of the tests will be determined during the school year.
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IB Banquet: The IB faculty and administration of Castle Park High gather for a banquet to acknowledge the many accomplishments of the senior IB diploma and associate candidates. The family and friends of the seniors are invited for an evening of academic celebration. The banquet is scheduled for Wednesday, June 8th. 


CPH Science Night: This event is a form of open house for the Science department. Your student is asked to present their IB science project along with the IB Chemistry, AP Biology, and AP Chemistry students. You are asked to join us for a gallery walk through the displays and presentations of the Castle Park advanced science students. The science night occurs in the second week of June and is an opportunity for you to see the quality work produced by your student.
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