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Heather Hankins | The Sun 

Jonesboro’s LaDustin Williams eyes the basket as Manila’s Kyle Misner defends during the second half of Tuesday night’s game at the NEA Invitational.


	JHS rolls past Manila

BY SETH HOLMUN 
SUN STAFF WRITER 
JONESBORO — Jonesboro and Manila came out sporting the same school colors. That’s about where the similarities ended. 
A bigger and more physical Jonesboro team had too much quickness, speed and, for a change, firepower. A JHS squad that came in averaging 46 points per game put up that many in the first 16 minutes. 
The Hurricane dominated the offensive glass, rattled Manila with its pressure, and sliced up the Lions in an 81-48 victory Tuesday in the quarterfinals of the 3A-4A-5A division in the Northeast Arkansas Invitational tournament at the Convocation Center. 
The Hurricane (7-4) blitzed the Lions with a 23-2 run over the first and second quarters, forced 13 turnovers in the first half, and sank its first nine shots of the second period to take a commanding 48-21 lead at the break. 
Second-seeded JHS advanced to Friday’s semifinals at 6 p.m., where it will take on third-seeded Pocahontas, which ran past Highland 56-38. 
“That’s probably the most points we’ve scored in a half in I don’t know how long,” JHS coach Barry Pruitt said. “That was our challenge for our team, trying to stay focused, and I thought we did. We looked like a team out there. It didn’t matter who was out there. The kids were playing unselfish. I saw a team effort, that’s what I liked.” 
Matt Garner jump-started the Hurricane with an early dunk off a Darrel Jackson feed, and JHS reeled off 11 straight points to take a 21-9 lead at the end of the period. Jeremy Thomas led an attack on the boards as JHS fought for second and third chances, including Thomas’ stickback for a 12-7 lead with 3:15 left in the opening period. 
Garner then drained a ‘3’ and junior LaDustin Williams came off the bench to flip in a reverse layup, pick a Lion’s pocket and drop in a finger roll. 
The Hurricane then went to the bench and its second unit scored the first 12 points of the second quarter with everyone getting in on the act. 
Williams scored the first six points of the quarter and Johnnie Harris converted off a Murray Benton steal. Benton then kept alive an offensive board and sank a fadeaway in the lane before Stephen Smith scored easily on an inbound pass for a 33-9 bulge with 5:53 left in the half. 
Fourteen different players scored for JHS as the Hurricane hit a blistering 55 percent (36 of 65) for the game. Williams scored 14 points, Thomas had 12 and Garner added 11. 
Manila (6-11) turned the ball over 23 times and couldn’t handle the JHS man-to-man defense to stay in its offense for long after hanging on to beat Rivercrest 48-46 in the first round. 
Jonesboro owned the glass, outmanning and outrebounding Manila 31-13, including a 17-1 edge on the offensive end. 
“They were big and physical. I was disappointed in the first half — we didn’t do a better job with our offense of controlling the clock,” Manila coach Jeral Hudspeth said. “But they’re playing 12 kids and running them in and out. We’re just not very big. They have a lot of firepower and they’re pretty quick. We got beat 67 in team camp against them, so I guess it was an improvement.” 
It was more the same in the second half as JHS scored the first 11 points, highlighted by a breakaway tomahawk slam and a two-handed jam by Thomas as the Hurricane pulled out to a 59-21 lead. 
“We were talking about trying to score at least 25 points in a quarter. Then at halftime we tried to back it off a little bit,” Pruitt said. “We played real hard on our man-to-man and I was pleased with that. It was a fun game — it was good for us. Usually that first game is real tight and tense.” 
Sharp-shooting Cody Wells had 21 points on six 3-pointers to lead Manila, which managed to hit 17 of 32 attempts.
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