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the Squirrel and the Monkey


Once upon a time a squirrel took a liking to the fruits and nuts left as bait in the monkey traps that the men put out in the woods.  Being much lighter and more nimble than a monkey, the squirrel could walk in and out of the traps without being caught.  One day a monkey saw what he was doing and asked, “How is it that you think you have the right to eat all of that food, when none of us dare to go near it?”


The squirrel laughed, and said, “Silly!  You would be caught, and then what would you do?”


The monkey became very angry, and secretly thought that his cousins and aunts and uncles and this impertinent squirrel must all be lying to him so they could keep the nuts to themselves.  How could a silly little squirrel do something that he, a clever monkey, couldn’t?


So the monkey casually walked up to the trap that the squirrel was in, and pressed down on the trigger.  The door slammed shut, and the squirrel became frantic, cursing the monkey and begging to be let out.


But the monkey didn’t listen.  He said, “Ha!  All these other traps are mine now.  Squirrel, if you hadn’t been so greedy I’d have let you go.”


And with that, he walked into the nearest empty trap.  But however carefully he moved, he was not careful enough.  The trap sprung, and he was caught as well.  Now it was the squirrel’s turn to laugh.  “You great buffoon, you should have listened.  Now you will be sold in the market, either to the circus side show or perhaps even as meat for the restaurants.  And no one wants a squirrel.  They will probably let me go.”


Sure enough, they did.  The monkey was never seen again, and the squirrel never trusted any other animal again.  To this day, he always chatters down from his tree, “Cheat, cheat, cheat!”

