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George Machiavelli Bush

(Inverting the Dubya)

One might be tempted to think that Machiavelli’s philosophy no longer applies in our modern democracy, but George W. Bush is proving otherwise to a sinister degree.  Machiavelli writes that it is better to be feared than loved, but in a democracy, there is a caveat: Constitutional limits on presidential power are such that direct fear of the president is ineffective.  So, in order to get what he wants, Bush uses fear of terrorists as a motivator.  In his State of the Union Address, he says:

We have found… detailed instructions for making chemical weapons, surveillance maps of American cities... 

Thousands of dangerous killers… are now spread throughout the world like ticking time bombs, set to go off without warning. 

This attitude is understandable, considering what the “state of the union” currently was, so soon after September 11, and may very well be accurate.  But see how he uses it to his advantage.  He first establishes in his State of the Union that he is “compassionate, trustworthy, sympathetic, honest, [and] religious” (Machiavelli, the Prince, Chapter 18).  He may well be.  To show compassion and sympathy, he says: 

At a memorial in New York, a little boy left his football with a note for his lost father:  Dear Daddy, please take this to heaven.  I don't want to play football until I can play with you again some day.

He shows he is trustworthy (especially with the sudden use of first-person):

We'll be deliberate, yet time is not on our side.  I will not wait on events, while dangers gather.  I will not stand by, as peril draws closer and closer.

He shows honesty and compassion, while asking for more weapons:

It costs a lot to fight this war.  We have spent more than a billion dollars a month -- over $30 million a day -- and we must be prepared for future operations.  Afghanistan proved that expensive precision weapons defeat the enemy and spare innocent lives, and we need more of them. 

And everyone knows he is religious: the quote about the boy with the football is merely a small reminder that he is one of the more religious presidents our country has had in some time.


Although he may often possess all or most of these virtues, he is already using the appearance of them to promote his own agenda.  Iraq had been in his sights long before the attacks, so although there was little or no evidence connecting President Saddam with the events of September, he says: 

Iraq continues to flaunt its hostility toward America and to support terror.  The Iraqi regime has plotted to develop anthrax, and nerve gas, and nuclear weapons for over a decade.

Again, this may be true, but the disturbingly Machiavellian aspect of Bush’s war policy is his unilateral approach to power.  “The suggestion that the president should have unilateral power to make war was decisively rejected at the Constitutional Convention of 1787” (War with Iraq: Who Decides? by Gene Healy, www.cato.org), but President Bush is acting as if he has this power.  “…the debate over whether and how to dislodge President Saddam is gaining speed within the administration and on Capitol Hill” (“US may go straight for Iraqi jugular”, by David Sanger, New York Times), and it is rumored, although I can no longer find the source, that Bush’s lawyers are claiming a clause that would entirely legalize his use of military force against Iraq without the consent of Congress.  Machiavelli would be proud.
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