Albert Stimson

Great Con 217B

Response Paper #3

11/08/02

A Requiem Mass for Twenty-First Century America

REQUIEM AETERNAM

Grant them eternal rest, Lord, but first grant them the will and inspiration to use the energy they have.  May perpetual light shine on them–except when they wish to sleep.  There shall be singing unto Thee in Zion, in rap, techno, and the sounds of machines.  And prayer shall go up to Thee for the Jerusalem football team to win.  Give ear to my supplication, unto thee all flesh shall come unless it is more than ten pounds overweight: the hand of the Lord is not that strong.

KYRIE

Lord have mercy, Christ have mercy.  Teach us mercy.

DIES IRAE

Day of anger, on that day the world will burn to ashes.  So spake David and the Sibyl.  So spake Osama and Saddam.  And so spake “we the people.”  Oh, what fear there will be when the Judge shall arrive to judge us all most strictly.

TUBA MIRUM

A trumpet, spreading a wondrous sound through the earth’s graves, dumps and minefields, will bring all before the throne.  Death, nature and science will be astounded when all creatures rise up to answer to the Judge.  What will I say then, a miserable sinner?  What protector will defend me, what government, what lawyer, when even the righteous are not secure and Microsoft no longer even exists?

REX TREMENDAE 

Official Elected for a Limited Term by the People, of awful character, who gladly saves the weapons program, save me, Thou fount of mercy.

RECORDARE

Remember, kind Jesus, that I am the cause of your mission.  Do not forsake me on that day.  For I have unalienable rights and can sue Thee if necessary.  Thou who forgavest Mary Magdalene and gave ear to a thief have given me a strong legal precedent.  And I long not to be a sheep for all eternity when I am so surrounded by people who act like them as it is.  Do we not keep our minds and memories in Heaven?

CONFUTATIS

While the wicked are confounded, and given to the devouring flames, call me forth with the blessed.  I beg Thee on my knees, as anyone will do in mortal or post-mortal terror, my heart contrite as the dust I fear to become.  Take care of me at the ending.

LACRIMOSA

Ah, what weeping on that day when from the dust shall rise guilty men to be judged.  There are no lawyers.  There is no appeal.  God, oh spare them in Thy mercy, lest Ye make thieves and then punish them.  Gentle Lord Jesus grant them rest.  Amen.

DOMINE JESU CHRISTE

Lord Jesus Christ.  King of glory.  Deliver the souls of all faithful dead from the punishment of hell and the deep abyss.  As Thou didst promise to Abraham and to his seed forever.  Lord, does my family tree happen to intersect with his?  Can gene therapy save me?

HOSTIAS

Sacrifice of time and money, and prayer for more of both, we offer unto Thee, O Lord, with praises.  Accept these for the souls of those whom we commemorate this day.  Cause them, O Lord, to pass from death unto life, and not to become simply more fuel on the bonfires of politics and war.

SANCTUS

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Hosts.  Heaven and earth are full of Thy glory.  Didst Thou even make Burger King?  A large Hosanna and fries in the highest.

BENEDICTUS

Blessed is He who cometh in the name of the Lord.  Blessed are not those who pretend to come in the name of the Lord.  Blessed are not even those who believe they do.  Frauds and wackos are not as harmless as they perhaps once were.  Will the real Son of God please stand up?

AGNUS DEI

Lamb of God who takest away the sins of the world, grant them Thine eternal rest.  And yet, O Lord, isn’t slothfulness a sin?  Grant them eternal rest and exercise, in modest proportions, with genuine and peaceable pleasures on the side.  Nothing starts a Heavenly day better than a divine bench press.

LUX AETERNA

Light eternal shine upon them, Lord, and grant them an eternal tan, for Thou art merciful.  Grant them eternal rest, Lord, and may perpetual light shine upon them, in case they are afraid of the dark, with Thy saints, in eternity.  And grant Thy saints never snore, for Thou art merciful.
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