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Lord of Heaven, Lord of the Flies-The link between them

Currently, seventy percent of the world’s population is aware of the Christian approach to the history of humankind, moreover, of the entire universe. First, God constructs a utopia, and dispatches two humans, Adam and Eve to his paradise. Soon after they arrive on the utopia, Adam and Eve sin, and are immediately expelled from the Garden of Eden to Earth. After much time has passed on earth, while humankind greatly expanded, Christ, a part of the holy trinity and God’s beloved son, is sent to the sin-filled human civilization to rescue people from their sin. Finally, the prophecy of the second coming of Christ, when humanity will be judged for the last time is the finale of the Christian theory. Portions of the basis for William Golding’s Lord of the Flies originated from the story of creation, which can be depicted by and compared to events within his novel through man’s fall from paradise, continuing on to the arrival of Christ, and concluding with the prophesied second coming. 

A connection can be made from Adam and Eve (essentially humankind) being banished from the Garden of Eden to when the boys in Golding’s novel are stranded on a deserted island and shunned from the modern, civilized world. In Eden, everything was perfect, for, all the food that Adam and Eve desired was present, the concept of ‘sin’ was nonexistent and best of all, they were oblivious to their faults, to the fact that they were naked for there was no shame. In Lord of the Flies, the choirboys’ home was their utopia, the refined environment they resided in. Back at ‘home’ they had toys, gadgets, plenty of food at hand, and adults to look after their every need. However, as Adam, Eve and Golding’s characters made an abrupt transition from paradise into a new setting, they realized that their relocation sites significantly contrasted from their preceding residence. Therefore, the choirboys, Adam, and Eve were forced to learn to hunt and cook for themselves and adapt to their new home in order to survive in the new environments. On earth, people invented innovative technologies to aid them in everyday life, while the choirboys started a signal fire, designated a spot for the lavatory, built shelters, hunted, and held meetings in order to bring order to the island. However, despite their attempts for a civilized life, survival instincts and Sigmund Freud’s ‘id’, which is the pleasure principle, began to rapidly break through their well-mannered personas without the guidelines and expectations of the modern world and in the Bible, the guidelines and expectations of God, to restrict and direct the socially inept characters. 

After the human race continued to live on earth for generations, God sent his beloved son, Jesus to earth. Likewise, in Golding’s novel, while Jack and his hunters developed barbaric, bloodthirsty character traits, a Christ-like figure rose amongst them. Simon conversed with the fly-infested pig head, the Lord of the Flies, as Jesus prayed and communicated with his father in heaven, also titled Lord. However, both Lords were wrathful figures, apparently unsympathetic with either of the designated sacrifices. Later in his life, Christ was crucified so that the people on earth could be saved from the wrath of God. Before his death on the cross, Christ informed his disciples of his destiny, but assured them that they would be saved from their sins. Simon, too, appeared to be conscious of his inevitable fate as he told Ralph, “You’ll get back to where you came from”, noticeably excluding himself from his prediction. Another startling resemblance between both Simon and Christ is that their identities were cruelly mistaken. Christ’s mission was to save people from their sin, and did not even oppose the Jewish traditions. Instead, he said to respect Jewish traditions, to respect one another, and to be virtuous and Godly. However, the Jewish leaders saw him as a blasphemous figure as well as a threat and therefore ordered Christ to be executed. In Lord of the Flies, Simon discovers the identity of the unanimously feared ‘Beast’, which was simply a billowing parachute attached to a corpse, and ran down the mountain to notify the others of his discovery. However, in their paranoia, Jack and his hunters mistake Simon’s rapidly approaching figure as the beast and assault Simon brutally until he is dead. Ironically, both Simon and Jesus Christ wanted only to inform and save humanity from their barbaric natures, but were incorrectly and fatally perceived as dangerous individuals. Also, following both deaths, the weather transformed from clear skies to one that was stormy and violent, as if a consequence sent from the heavens for creating the need of a martyr. 

 The prophecy of the second coming of Christ is represented by the event in which the naval officer disembarked on the shores of the island to rescue the children. As luck would have it, the boys were saved when they were on the verge of destruction, since fire was ravaging the island. The Christian Bible states that once the entire world has knowledge of Jesus Christ, he shall come again, and ultimately judge humanity. In order to be forgiven for their sins, one must repent for their wrongdoings, and believe that Christ died on the cross to save their souls. However, by the time the entire world has knowledge of Christ, the earth will also be engulfed in chaos and turmoil based on current conditions. Every day, the threat of global warming and the destruction of wildlife has become an increasingly critical issue, political wars over weapons of mass destruction and terrorism are progressively striking fear in minds globally, and the population of earth is continuing to expand exponentially, while ‘sin’ thrives within the inhabitants. In Golding’s Lord of the Flies, while the boys are still standing on the rapidly incinerating island, the method in which the officer judged the choirboys is that he inquired about their mortality rate, to which he heard Ralph ‘repent’ about the deaths of Piggy and Simon, and was disappointed. “I should have thought that a pack of British boys ... would have been able to put up a better show than that”, he concluded at the end of his verdict. However, just as God accepts repentant sinners into Heaven, the result is that the naval officer accepts the children back into society in spite of his clear disappointment in the fact that they had ‘sinned’, so that the children are saved from their barbaric natures.

Various fragments of the infrastructure of William Golding’s Lord of the Flies were extracted from the Christian creationist theory. Startling resemblances between characters and events revealed the implication of the saying: ‘good literature originates from history’. Rather than inserting superficial symbols that are openly stated, Golding uses an interesting technique of weaving many vital symbols into the mainframe of the novel.
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