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Progress, a disappointing advancement?

Imagine that you were diagnosed with an incurable disease, but one day, a little known doctor from humble origins, funded by the government, reveals that though his research, he has found a cure for your disease. That would be great, but what if the doctor were lying? If there was no such cure, and all his research were fabricated; wouldn’t you feel hurt and betrayed, as well as disappointed in the lack of morals the person possessed? George Orwell, the author of Animal Farm, stated that, “progress is not an illusion; it happens but it is slow and invariably disappointing.” Although written over fifty years ago, the importance of Orwell’s words has not diminished with time. From the painstakingly slow cleanup of areas devastated by Hurricane Katrina, to the shocking reports of Dr. Hwang’s fabricated reports of successful cloning, we are reminded progress often disappoints, and Orwell’s cynical remark comes to life.

As Hurricane Katrina formed on August 23rd, 2005 and ravaged New Orleans and the surrounding areas, it  left countless families homeless, devastated businesses and left a total of 75 billion dollars in damages- not to mention a mortality rate estimated to be at least 1,392 people. Slow and steady progress is being made as New Orleans starts to rebuild. Efforts to revive the city are being undertaken; electricity is surging through the power cables and water is flowing from the pipes of New Orleans, but other areas that are hurting from the widespread damage left in the wake of Katrina are not faring as well. On a peninsula to the east, there has been little or no progress towards reconstruction, leaving 67,000 people with nothing to return to. As the article, ‘Starting from Scratch’ from the October 17th, 2005 edition of Time magazine states, “Even the homes that “survived” Katrina are foul with mud, mold and water moccasins.” There is notable progress in rebuilding post-Katrina cities, however, in areas such as the Louisiana parish, where only twenty to twenty-five thousand people are expected to return within the year and the parish will be left to struggle without sales and property taxes for an estimated two years.  People are disappointed and disheartened by the lack of progress. So, although the progress is happening, Orwell’s assertion that it is also invariably disappointing is reaffirmed. What has been done cannot be undone as easily, and although they have progressed, the current situations are far from meeting our expectations. 

Korea also recently suffered a major disappointment brought about by false reports of progress. In 2004, Dr. Hwang of Seoul National University claimed to have successfully cloned a human embryo, and in 2005 claimed to have cloned 11 people and derived lines of stem cells from the embryos that formed. However, both claims were proven false, and Korea’s reputation for authenticity received a crashing blow. However, the extent of the disappointment caused by his falsified “research” extends beyond the damaged reputation of Korea. Earlier I asked how you would feel if a doctor lied to you about a cure for your disease. As horrible as the thought is, it h happened to Kim Hyeoni, a nine year old paralyzed from the neck down. When he asked Hwang Woo-Suk, “Sir, will I be able to stand up and walk again?” Dr. Hwang replied, “I will make you walk. I promise.” The government, believing Hwang’s blatant lies, funded him with forty million dollars, and Hyeoni’s father, a Methodist minister, allowed Hwang to retrieve samples of skin from his son, defying the beliefs of his religion because he believed it would help his son. 
In the midst of all the fake successes, one of his scientific works has been proven genuine. In a recent report by the Seoul National University panel that investigated his work, it was stated that Dr. Hwang fabricated evidence for all of his cloning research, leaving only Snuppy, the cloned dog as his only reputable achievement as a scientist. So throughout the long process of “researching”, if you will, which did not amount to anything but disappointment to the people who funded him and to the people to whom his alleged successes brought a first taste of hope to, the so called “progress” was indeed a major let down. 

The disappointments, like Orwell believes, are so critical that they cannot be masked by the small amounts of progress embedded in the string of events within post-Hurricane Katrina New Orleans and a disgraced Korea. Because no matter how many positive aspects there are of something, even a speck of detrimental evidence can completely taint an otherwise perfect object, thought or claim. However, this thinking displayed by Orwell is visible in typical human nature, where pessimism dominates over optimism in many situations, can be changed by looking at the bright side of things. So, go ahead, overlook some negative qualities to see the bright side of progress, and maybe the world will change in your eyes.  
