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1. The importance of religion in Dawn is that the main conflict of Elisha having to murder John Dawson stemmed from his duties in the ‘holy war’. It also shows the reader that nothing is static in human life, and even laws that were once strictly abided by and revered can easily be rendered useless. Ironically, while religion should repress the urge and need to kill, it is the sole motive for the violence that occurs within the war. The sixth commandment, “thou shalt not kill”, was designed to prevent murder, but the terrorist group nullified that mandate of God, and transformed murder into their ‘duty’. These Jews, in order to accomplish their task of gaining Palestine went to the extent of where they edited the commandments as the Old Man spoke of the eleventh commandment to “hate your enemy.” This also contradicts the original commandment to “love your enemy” from the Bible. The Jewish terrorist group in Dawn, for the sake of their religion, took extreme measures that included opposing the principles of their religion in order to accomplish their task. Furthermore, in the process, it is almost as if they have created their own religion.

2. The murder that Elisha committed in Dawn is neither justified nor unjustified; Elisha, unable to murder out of rage or hatred simply murders out of duty in complete apathy. However, he wishes that it was justified and that the person he executed was someone who did not deserve to live, which is the reason he goes down to the cellar to meet John Dawson.  Elisha attempts to make himself hate John Dawson by questioning him, desperately hoping to draw out incriminating information from Dawson that will make him seem inhumane and beastly. Elisha then notices John Dawson’s stunning hands, which brings to mind the surgeon who had amputated Stefan’s fingers, which he tries to transform into a motive for the execution. However, the memory of the surgeon’s mocking ‘reassurance’ ends up symbolizing the little reason Elisha has found to murder John Dawson. Despite the fact that he was unable to instigate feelings of hatred towards John Dawson, Elisha dutifully murders him at the scheduled time. Whether murder is justified or not, it has become a part of Elisha’s lifestyle, and as long as he remains in an apathetic state, he can murder without guilt; for, according to Eliezer’s repeated motto in Night, “A man can get used to anything”. 
