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KONKANI – an ancient language
My lingua materna is Konkani and we are classified. as Konkani X’ians. Konkani community forms only 0.5% of Indian population, spread countrywide, apart from the only native state of Konkanis i.e. Goa, comprises of, apart from X’ians, Muslims in two sects, Konkani Muslims and Navaitis, Hindu Konkanis e.g. Gowd Saraswat Brahmins, Saraswat Brahmins, Rajapuris, Rajapur Saraswats, Daivajna Brahmins, (Goldsmith or Sonars) Koodala Deshatha Brahmins, Kaadi Konkanaas (speaking a dialect of Konkani which is a blend of Marathi & Konkani) Kharvis (the fishermen community of Konkanis) Kudubis (the tribal community of Konkanis) Siddhis the Afro Konkani community who drifted from Ethiopia to India around 12th century A.D,, notable by their Negro like features of thick lips broadened nostrils, closely curled hair, have lost their native Ethiopian mother tongue & have adopted Konkani. A Sidi held Janjira sea fort during Maratha – Portuguese wars of !6th century. During the 14th century rule of the Kings of Gujaraat  over islands of Mumbai, a people named Naitias appeared in these islands. These are also Konkanis So, are East Indians also known as Nodteres. Novaitis are descendants of Konkani women married to (may be abducted or bartered to in olden days) Arab merchants and speak a dialect of Konkani which is a blend of Arabic and Konkani. I am proud to state that Konkani was in olden days known as one of  ‘Prakrit/Indic’ group languages(48 have been identified so far) and is older than Sanskrit. Konkani is stated to be a name given by Portuguese to old language of ‘Prakrit/Indic’.group. Konkani is the first Indian/Asian  language to have to dictionary, in 1567, which was complied by the Jesuits of the seminary of Rachol in Portuguese Goa, now also known as Raitul, contained 15000 words and was a Konkani-Portuguese dictionary. Konkani is written in Roman, Arabic, Kannada & Devnagari svript(a derivative of, according to scholars, Brahmi script). 

In between 17th & 18th century two dictionaries were compiled one Portuguese – Konkani by Fr. Diego Rebeiro & another Konkani –Portuguese by  Fr. Micheal Almeida. However, the two dictionaries compiled by Monsignor Dalgado at the end of 19th century, one Konkani – Portuguese & another Portuguese – Konkani are the greatest contributions to Konkani  lexicography and are regarded as proudest lexicographic possession worthy of any language. The first English  Konkani dictionary using Roman script was compiled by ‘Rev. Fr. Angeleus Francis Xavier Maffei S.J. in 1883 which, is reprinted 4 times the 4th edition being in 2002 by Asian Educational Services, 31 Haus Khas Village, New Delhi 110 016, is available at Rs. 695/= a piece & is highly esteemed by Konkani lexicographic  experts. The first printing press in India was established by Portuguese in late 16th century and the first book that was printed in any IndianAsian language was in Konkani the book being ‘Doctrina Christi’ published in 1622 by British Missionary Fr.Thomas Stephens. In 1640, Stephens also published “Arte da Lingoa Canarim” a Konkani Grammer book written in 1580. Devanagari script was first used in 1675 in a treatise on Ayurveda. First newspaper “O Konkani” was  commences in 1886. Newspapers reported in 1999 Dec./2000 that Microsoft Inc USA, when it introduced ‘Windows 2000’ operating software it provided three Indian Languages programming capability, viz., Konkani, Tamil & Hindi.

 Contrary to popular and general belief Sanskrit is not the oldest language nor it is, as propagated by some protagonists, is not the mother of all languages. Sanskrit belongs to Indo-Iranian group of languages originated/compiled from Indic/Prakrit language (as nomenclated by linguistic scholars with probably the Aryan’s native tounge *as base (Protho-Indo_European).  From  different group languages of Prakrit/Indic devolved, Bengali, Panjabi, Hindi, Urdu (contains 25% Sanskrit words, 50% Arabic words & 25% Portuguesewords), Marathi, Gujarathi & Romany (the gypsy language) originated. From Dard, the languages of Kashmir and the upper Indus originated. Indo Iranian along with Balto-Slavic group of languages belong to Satem(* Avestan) group of languages of Indo European family of languages. It may surprise one that English belongs to Germanic group of Centum(*Latin both mean hundred) languages branched from West Germanic-Low German- English. Just as English(* A few centuries ago in England people spoke languages from very distant Celtic wing of Indo –European family; yet a few thousand years ago they spoke pre-Celtic non Indo-European languages) uses Roman Script’  Sanskrit uses Devanagari Script which itself proves that Sanskrit is not the oldest. Sanskrit is a laboratory synthesised language by the ancient intelligentia to capture and captivate knowledge and information and allow it to be assimilated and accessed  only by the initiated few. Sankrit connotes refined & filtered. Scholars opine that Sanskrit was  compiled from 1300 B.C. to 300 B.C.  with  Panini providing it grammatical codification. Scholars state that pre Panini Sanskrit if interpreted with Paninian grammatical rules tend to be erroneous & that period Sanskrit has two interpretational rules known as Bhashya applicability of them to period is a subject of debate.
Historically Konkani X’ians are stated to have this origins around 4000 B.C. in Saraswat Brahmins & other Konkani communities, who according to findings, inhabited the bank of Saraswathi river, which flowed in the present state of Rajasthan from beyond Afghanistan, where it is known as Hemland River, and emptied itself into Arabian Sea at Dwaraka course of now extinct Saraswati is traced by the archealogists. Saraswats are found in Panjab, Haryana, Hemachal Pradesh, Kashmir etc. but, most of them have adapted the native language of their inhabited land  may therby have dispensed with Konkani. One group of 96 families is stated to have travelled along Gangetic plaines to east coast, crossed eastern mountain range, deccan plateau, western mountain range and stated to have settled at Goa around 11th Century A.D.

The old Mohenjodaro & Harrappa Civilization which is also known as Hakra valley civilization in Pakistan, also Sindhu(Indus)( mispronounced in Persian as Hindu) river basin civilization is now actively being considered as being named Saraswati valley civilization by archaeologists, ethnologists & historians etc. It is remarked by them that the cities, waterways, sewerage systems built by persons of this civilization were of such exemplary architectural excellence which, can even put the most modern cities to shame.!  They are stated to be by the Archaeologists, to be peaceful and intellectually sophisticated. It is not known why but, around 1500 B.C. inhabitants of these civilizations abandoned these cities. Exactly around that Aryans, who are considered to be Caucasusian tribes(white race) it is stated, migrated to this  region. (* There is evidence that there was an IE invasion of India. That is DNA evidence. This has been proven by a team of American and Indian scientists and was published and documented in the San Francisco Chronicle of May 26 1999. Also, the vast evidence of chariots and horse bones now being unearthed in the steppes of Russia is now proving to be the same as those brought to India. Again, the similiarites of Iranian Aryans and those of India is overwhelming evidence of a foreign invasion in culture, language, heritage and customs such as cremation which was never practiced by the indigeneous people of India. And one other thing. If the Dravidians were the original inhabitants of Indus civilization I would like to know what was the Dravidian name for the Saraswati river before the Aryans invaded.
 So, Konkanis should be belonging to the earlier period than the advent of Aryans hence, and as also they speak distinctively a language which is of Prakritian/Indic  group, it  may be convincimgly deduced that Konkanis are not Aryans but belonged to that pre Aryan period. Also note that Indo –European equivalents for Father/Mother (Pithr/Maathr –Sanskrit, Pater/Mater-Latin, Pateros/Mitera-Greek, Papa/Mama-Italian, Per/Mer – French, Padre/Madre – Spanish, pai/mai – Portugese, Vater/Mutter – German,  are of distinctively different origin from Konkani BAPAI/AVAI or BAAPPUS/AAVS.*  It is also observed konani has NASAL SOUNDS  which are not found in any other Indian Language except in Kashmiri which has originated from Paishachi Prakrit. (*If one impartially, analytically probes into the vocabulary of  Konkani of any Konkany dialect, one would be startled  to find that the longlast, by scant respect to one’s mother tongue by Konkanis of all clans, who as the old saying goes “Brown Man’s Slave Mentality” adopted inabashedly the “Mummy Daddy” neoculture, Konkani words spoken by our one generation old elders which, every konkani would recollect if he/she stresses his/her memory a little, that konkani contained exquisite wealth of vocabulary describing every facet of life, biology, botany, zeology, plants, herbs, measures, distances, attitudes, dress, behaviours, seasons, land,crops which, will provide convincing evidence that it was an independent language oar excellence by its own right.  An effort should be made to gather this vocabulary with intonations retained as belonging to different didalectical groups, heralding its resurgence.  It is deplorable that the dialectically    diverse konkani linguistic community is so sparsely populated in any given geographical area that that the linguistic scholars failed to recognise it and award it its share.  Some even may be for reasons of pecuniary benefit or for facility of assimilation in milieu, partially modified/accepted words from surrounding linguistic environment degenerating this exemplary language.!  It is time that everyone of konkani community woke up!).

Vocabularic similarity  that is found in basic vocabulary of Latin, Greek, old Slavic, Old English, early Germanic Languages, Old Persian Languages, Old Indian Language such as Sanskrit, according to linguistic scholars these are ultimately devolutions of a prehistoric long lost single dialect language with fairly limited range which, has been called as Proto-Indo-European, *for want of a better name by the linguists. (Indo European:  In a lecture delivered in 1786, Sir William Jones, Chief Justice   of India, and founder of the Royal Asiatic Society, noted the strong relationship in verbal routes and the gramatical forms of Sanskrit, Greek and Latin.  This similarity, he remarked, could not have been produced by accident; these languages must have originated from a common source.  Her also added that gothic, celtic and old persian may have a common origin.  Others had also noted this similarity between sanskrit and other other languages by comparing words from different languages.  Though, he was not  the first, Jones is always and often credited with the birth of Indo European linguistics by eloquently stating that a common source, later to be identified as Proto Indo European was the ancestors of these languages.  The discovery of sound laws in the 1860s helped to establish the foundation of comparative Indo European linguistics.  It is upon such comparisons to be made exceptions to the laws needed to be explained.  Today, study of the I E languages is dependant on work on phonotics, dialectology, typology and other fields, but the basis of comparison still rests on the set of correspondence between languages.  

Groupings of World languages:  

1.  Afroasiatic  2. Agonquian  3. Altaic  4. Australian  5. Austronesian 

6.   Dravidian   7. Eskimo – Alevt  8. Indo European  9. Macro  Siovan 

10. Na – dene  1. Niger – Congo  12. Nilo – Saharan  13. Sino – Tibetian

14.  Uralic  15. Americal familites  16. Smaller and isolated families.

Sophisticated Ancient Civilisations that have vanished:
A few of these: Catal Huyuk - stonage settlemetn : Circa 7200 – 7100 BC

Konya Plain in Anatolia 320 kilometers south of Ankara Turkish capital.

Susa: Circa 4000 B C between low lands of Mesopotamia and Persia.

Saqqara: Circa 2700 – 2200 B. C.  near Memhis - River Nile.

Mari Circa: 3000 – 2300 B.C. Mesopotamia west bank of Euphratis river in Syria.

Harappa/Hakra  - Mohenjo - Daro  (Hill of Dead) beyond 2000 B.C. developed a written language which still remains enigma. – advanced planning on large scale  - John and Robert Brunton – railway line from Lahore to Multan – alluvial soil – stone layering absent – ballast for the railway  line by bricks excavated from village Harappa – British Archealogical director Sir Alexander Cunnigham – intellectually sophisticated and peaceful civilisation.

Ur.: - Ancient city known to Abraham lower desert of Mesopotamia  Circa 2600 to 2100 B.C.  

Knossos: - Land of Minotour – Minoan Crete – Circa 3000 B.C.

Myacenau: - Mycenaecns – first Greeks  - 3000 B C – 1050 B.C. – Bronze age  circa 2000 – 1100 B.C. own script.

Ugarit: - Cannannite city – Phoeniceans – circa 1400 – 1200 B.C. – first successful alphabet. – MANY MORE.
Much to the astonishment and that has baffled linguistic scholars Basque  (spoken in western Pyrenees)  has defied linguistic onslaught from other dominant Romanisation for 35000 years despite human migration, remains a mystery to the linguistic scholars.  We, the konkani linguistic polity of India have retained our mother tongue.  However, dialectically different it may be, despite migration from our native land (obscure) travelling through many a regions of India, have cherished our mother tongue and held it close to our heart!.  Bravo Konkani! Forza Konkani! Viva l’eterna Konkani !

Languages such as Basque, Magyar, Estonian, Finnish, Turkish, Arabic, Hebrew and Tamil,* etc. (*Incidentally Tamil is stated to have a history of more than 5000 years and also is stated to have had 13000 plus alphabets of which 300 plus are in use  and is also spoken in Balochistan, Pakistan, Iran, Afghanistan not by immigrants from India but original settlers there & in these regions it s known as’ Brahui’) & others etc., do not belong to this group. The origin of Proto-Indo-European is stated to be perhaps in the steppes of Ukraine and what is now in Russia, north of the Caucasus. Scholars opine that linguistic traits do not indicate racial/ethnic/genetic lineage*.( Persons from different ethnic lineage speak one/same language; e.g. modern American Community, Siddis among ‘Konkanis’ etc. Conquests, wars, occupation of one racial region by another for a long time etc., are cited to be the reasons. Languages shifted as colonisation by conquering population many a times during a span of large period; influx of new people has mixed the gene pool greatly and the cultural speed with which languages spread and changed as mixed the cultural heritage even more greatly.

X’ianity in India dates back to about 42 A.D. when St. Thomas  a diciple of Jesus Christ propagated X’ianity in India who was stated to have been martyred to death by stoning at Mylapore around 52 A.D. Thus X’ianity propagated in India for over 15 centuries.  Also during Portuguese rule substantial number of them embraced X’ianity. With the propagation of X’ianity southwards to present Karnataka X’ian families also migrated as church help. From Roha in Maharahstra to Mangalore in South Konkan (Kanara) it is known as Konkan belt. That is why railway line established about a decade ago is known as Konkan Railways.
Portuguese were stated to have had forts & extended their rule Bhatkal, Honnavar, Gangolli, Kundapur , Udupi Mangalore etc. During the reign of Tippu Sultan (1879 – 1899) A.D., he is stated to have attacked  Portuguese forts from one direction & English attacked Portuguese from another direction. The result was Portuguese were driven away who later confined themselves to Goa, Daman & Diu. In this process it is stated  about 450 Catholic churches were demolished & about 70,000 Catholics were taken captive  who were partly massacred & partly forcibly converted to Muslims by forces of Tippu Sultan, The Konkani speaking population of  Kemmannu & Hoode in Udupi District, otherwise known as ‘Narlan Saibe” are stated to be these converts.

 Just read this expression by Punjabi and its similar expression by Konkani. 

Wajda Punjabianda Dehl. (Punjabi)

Panjabichin Dhol Wazta (Konkani)

Count of 1 to 10 by Konkani 


by Hindi

Ek. 






Ek 

Doane 





Do

Teen






Teen

Chaar 





Chaar

Paanch 





Paanch               

Sa 






Che 

Saath 






Saat

Aaat 






Aaat

Noav






Nav

Dha 






Das

There are certain similarities in words that obtain in Bengali too. e.g. Raag  is anger both in Konkani Shin  also exists as well as Bengali window Zanelle  has similar word in Konkani.

I go home- Haanv Ghaara Vethaan.

 Eye : doale forehead: Koapaal,  Nose: Naak, Eye brow: Aasdyo,       Eye lashes: Aaskatyo, Cheek:Gaal, Jaw: Dadamaan,   Chin: Khaadki,        Face/Mouth: Mookhamal/Thoand,Lip:Vhoant, Nostrils:Naakachin Poodaan, Ear: Kaan, Earlobe: Kaanaachyo Palyo  Hair on scalp: Kyes, Hair on rest of body: Lhoavn, Neck: Goamti, Gullet: Galo,    Shoulder:Bhooz, Hand: Haath, Elbow: Khoanpaar, Fingers:Boataan,    Sole: Paavl,  Heel:Khoant, Belt:Khatdhaavn, Pelvis: Penkaat. Rice grain: Taandul (note Tandula in Sanskrit), Rice Cooked: Shith, Indian Gooseberry,:Awaalo )Amla in Sanskrit) 

 How are you? Tun Kashen/Kaso aasaay,

                                 Girl      Boy

                                 Kashi 

                                  Lady   Man

Just as English, Konkani (you) Tun is applicable both peers, elders irrespective of age and stature Only if there are more than one person Tumi plural (you) is used.

Compiled by:

D’Souza Wilberious Evanglist, Wilil –Vila, By National Highway Nd. 17, Near Balaipade Udupi 576 101, India. Phone: 08252-2524110, e-mail: evanglist@rediffmail.com by reading various books, periodicals, magazines. etc., over a period of time.

Proposition for a Satellite TV Channel

D’Souza Wilberious Evanglist 

Email:evanglist@redifffmail.com

Location coordinates:

Latitude:130 48’46.00”, North

Longitude:740 44’28.6”East


This is about broadcasting by satellite of a TV channel named ‘KONKNI T.V.’. to effectively promote and popularise the language ‘Konkani’ in its varied dialects and culturally diversified ambience of Konkanis professing different faiths, spread world wide and create a sense of belonging to their roots despite the diversity. 

          Linguistically, Konkani community may be equated to a flower garden. Just as in a garden there are flowers of varying colour, fragrance, size, genus even of stench, each has a place of relevance & importance in that  garden. That is why it is a flower garden. If one of the flower, say rose claims that it is the only genuine flower & rest or all spurious it is absurd or idiotic. So are different dialects of Konkani. None or no section/clan of Konkani Community can claim that the dialect of Konkani that it/he/she speaks is genuine one & others are spurious. Just as if garden contains only a rose plant or any other flower plants it becomes not a garden but A COMMERCIAL PLANTATION which will deprive that garden its aesthetic beauty. Or different dialects of Konkani may be equated to branches of  large tree i.e . Konkani. No branch can claim that it is the legitimate and others are illegitimate. It is absurd & obscene as it casts aspersion on the mother tree by one of its children. How ignominous  & deplorable that is! So, all dialects of Konkani are to be respected & promoted as attempt to standardize will fail; as no one knows how Konkani was spoken by our too distant past forefathers! So, any attempts to standardize are bound to fail. 


The proposition is to promote either as a co-operative or as a public limited company, for broadcast by satellite a television channel viz., ‘KONKNI TV’. This channel will broadcast plays, skits, comedies, movies, serials (not more than 10 episodes) in contributor’s (i.e. writer, play writer, serial script writer, comedy writer) native ‘Konkani, dialect and it will be telecast in that native Konkani dialect with English version of dialogue or narrative, displayed at the bottom of TV screen when telecast:, such as,

Haanv Gharkade Vaththan –GSB dialect

Haanv Ghara Vethaan- Christian Konkani
will have English translation as;

I shall go home/ I am bound homewards.

This approach will be applied to plays, serials in Konkani dialect of variety i.e. those of Konkani Moslem of Kemmannu, Hoode, Navaithis of Kumta and Bhatkal, Kharvi fishermen community of Kundapura-Gangolli, tribal community Kudubis, Afro-Konkani community of Siddhis of Rajapuris, Saraswat Brahmins, Gowd Saraswat Brahmins, Chirtrapur Saraswats, Kaadi Konkanas, Daivajna, Brahmins, Koodala Seshashtha Brahmins and of those 50 and odd dialects of Konkani those are spoken in the only native state of Konkkanis that is Goa. 


I am acquainted with a few satellite channels which have adopted this approach. To name for example is ‘Arirang TV’ of Korea & XING KONG TV of China, which telecast programmes in Korean & Chinese with English translation displayed simultaneously. This renders the channel telecast as one of universal appeal, as anyone who knows and understands English, will watch and enjoy these channels. This results in mass appeal and channel will earn commercial revenue by commercial advertisements which, will render it economically sustainable. 


It is suggested that this proposed ‘Konkni TV’ channel will telecast for an hour each day, a documentary on cultural ethos of each Konkani community of which allusion is made in the beginning of this page. This is not to crate a deep rooted division in Konkani community but, to know history academically. It is of historical importance to know why a GSB is a GSB, SB is SB Rajapuri is Rajapuri, Charod is Charod, Bahmman, is Bahmman, Sudhir is Sudhir, Rendr is Rendr, Gowdi is Gowdi, Channel, shall also telcast the root of original (?) Konkani i.e. ‘Prakrit/Indic’. I learn that a few GSB purohits (sages or priests) possess scriptures in Prakrit with Devanagari Script. One is from Katpadi, who died recently and one of his sons viz., Bharat Sharma  is a teacher at S. V. School Katpadi. A priest named Sripathy Acharya at Veera Vittal Temple at Udyavar  claims to be in possession of  Palm leaf scriptures containing hymns & recitations in Prakrit/Indic’. Sources such as this be exploited. Initially, contribution of plays, serials, skits etc., from writers of Konkani of various native dialects, be voluntary or for nominal payment. This will considerably reduce financial burden on this channel. Many a Konkani businessmen with various companies, educational institutions within their corporate, those in Goa and other parts of country even in the rest of world, and the Konkani community be exhorted to contribute liberally, generously to this cause. If this is done, I do not find any reason why Konkani community, despite its diversity culturally and dialectically, despite comprising only 0.5% of Indian population, should not have its rightful recognition and entire Konkani community be under one umbrella, with each sectoral, dialectical, partisan group retaining sectoral, dialectical and partisan identity.    


It is apt to mention here that in late 70’s and up to and 90’s the Punjabi community, at Delhi mostly used Hindi as their household dialect of communication. Many Punjabis felt ashamed to acknowledge that Punjabi was their mother tongue, as it was perceived as wayward (Bigadi Hui Bhasha) dialect and unrefined. But, by mid late 90’s the national film (Hindi) and all Hindi TV channels have been dominated by Punjabi dialect either mostly or completely.

To appeal to youngsters, Goa has wealth of a ocean of Konkani songs and music. 

I request you dwell in the contents of this letter and convey  your perception of this proposition

Yours sincerely, 







(D’Souza Wilberious Evanglist)

Verbatim translation of letter at begining

D’Souza Wilberious Evanglist,                     Wilil-Vila

Co-ordinates of location,                              By N.H.17, Near Balaipade

North – South 130 48’ 46” north                  Udupi 576 101   

West to East - 740  44’ 28.6” east.                Tel: 0820-2524110

E mail : evanglist@rediffmail.com 







      Place: Udupi.

Gentleman/Lady,


This letter with to you 4 pages one pamphlet will reach. This pamphlet first and second on pages. Our mother tongue about I have my life gathered knowledge these is. 3rd and fourth in pages a zealots dream there is which reality will may be or dream remain may.


You this pamphlet read in that knowledge to your family members, relatives, cast, creed considering without Konkani speaking all your friends (men) friends (women) disseminate do say pray. 

Thus you do, in my effort your help will be I too my side ordinary post -courier, e mail by in India, India outside this disseminating. Our ancestors 28 centuries earlier where from came here.

These days written Konkani language and spoken Konkani dialect what we use, to me to inform pain I feel, that one Kannada parlance of neck twisted and readied language like.

Remember all we that who (man) or who (woman) his/her mother tongue forgets or renounces that he or she his/her mother denounces. All we child be growing up while mother tongue by only knowledge wisdom and worldly wisdom earned for our self. 

Grown divided been Konkani society in a member.

D’Souza Wilberious Evanglist                                         2003-07-21

Two Thousand and three year in July month of 21st day

Usual translation of letter at begining
D’Souza Wilberious Evanglist,                  Wilil-Vila

Co-ordinates of locaties,                           By N.H.17,

North – South 130 48’ 46” north               Near Balaipade 

West to East - 740  44’ 28.6” east.             Udupi 576 101    







  Tel: 0820-2524110

E mail : evanglist@rediffmail.com              Place: Udupi.

Gentleman/Lady,


With tthis letter a four paged pamphlet will reach U. The first & second pages of which contain the knowledge about Konkani language gathered by me in my life & the third & fourth pages contain information about a zealots dream which may become areality or may remain a dream,


You read the contents of this pamphlet & dessiminate it among yourfamily members, relatives, friends without cast, creed & religion to  all  Konkani speaking persons known to you.

.        If  you do so, it wiil be a great help to me in my effort. I too from my side disseminate it by ordinary post -courier, e mail by in India, outside India. All of them should know wherefrom our ancestors, 28 centuries earlier, came from & began living here living doing began what said they know should.

 These days written Konkani language and spoken Konkani dialect what we use, it pains  me to inform you, that it appears as one of  Kannada parlance’  neck twisted and readied .

Remember all of us have, while growing up, acquired only knowledge wisdom and worldly wisdom by our mother tongue. One who forgets or renounces ones mother tongue is one who denounces ones mother.

A member in Grown & divided Konkani society

D’Souza Wilberious Evanglist                                         2003-07-21

 Thousand and three year  July month 21st day                                                 

Wilil – Vila 


By National Highway nd. 17,


Near Balaipade 


Udupi-576 101. 


Karnataka, india


Tel: 0820-2524110
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Soz Vilberius Vaanjelist 
   Wilil-Vila, 


Suvate Saarke 



   By N.H.17, Near Balaipade,


Badga – Tenka 13048’46” Badga   
   UDUPI 576 101.            


Astamte – Udente 740 44’ 28.6” udente    Poishillo Ulo:0820-2542110


Veezatapal evanglist@rediffmail.com                                 Suvat : Udip. 


Maanesta/Maanestini, 


Hya epistala saangaata tuka chaar paanaantchi ek Kadtil (pamphlet) paavtaali.Hya kadtiletchya poillya ani doosrya paanaar aamchi mai ulloni thain haaven mojhya jiniyent ektaayn kelli zaanvoy aasa. Teesrya ani tchovtya paanaar eka urbestaachen sopaan (zealots dream) aasa jen kharen zaavnk puro yaa sopantch uronkpuro. 


Tuven hi kadtil vatchun taantle zaanvay tujya kutmatchya saandyaank, soiryaank, zaat, somodt lekinaastaan konkni ullaytellya somest tujya ishtaank, ishtinenk pargat kasizay munon maagtaan. Assen kellyar mojhya vaavraant tuji kumok jaatali. Haavenyee mojhya tarpen geral tapalan (ordinary post) vahvneh tapal (courier) ani veeztapal (e-mail)  thaavn indeyaant, indeya bhayr hen pargat karittaasan. Amche mhalgade 28 shenkdyaan(centuries) poiylen khaiyn thaavn yeyvn haanga vasti karunk laagle munlelen taankaan kalit asaazaay. Aichya disaani borpechi konkni ulloni (Konkani Language) ani tchaalti Konkni ulloni (Konkani dialect) jen kiten ami vaapartaavan, maaka kaloavnk dook bhogta, ti ek Kannada ullovnyachi goamti chirdun asa kelli tchaalti ullovnya parin asa. 


Ugdas dovoryaan, zo ya zen koan aapli mai ulloni visartaa yaa saandta to yaa ten aapllya avaiktch negarta. Ami sokkdaani baalshen zaavn vaadon yetaana mai ullonya thaavntch, zaanvay shaanepon ani sansaari zaanvay aapnaylla. 


Vaadallya ani vaante zallya konkni somodtint ek saando     2003-07-21


Soz Velberius Vaanjelist 


Doane hazaar ani teen isvent Julaay mahinyaatcho ekvisao dees. 


KONKANI – an ancient language

My lingua materna is Konkani and we are classified. as Konkani X’ians. Konkani community forms only 0.5% of Indian population, spread countrywide, apart from the only native state of Konkanis i.e. Goa, comprises of, apart from X’ians, Muslims in two sects, Konkani Muslims and Navaitis, Hindu Konkanis e.g. Gowd Saraswat Brahmins, Saraswat Brahmins, Rajapuris, Rajapur Saraswats, Daivajna Brahmins, (Goldsmith or Sonars) Koodala Deshatha Brahmins, Kaadi Konkanaas (speaking a dialect of Konkani which is a blend of Marathi & Konkani) Kharvis (the fishermen community of Konkanis) Kudubis (the tribal community of Konkanis) Siddhis the Afro Konkani community notable by their Negro like features of thick lips broadened nostrils, closely curled hair. Novaitis are descendants of Konkani women married to (may be abducted or bartered to in olden days) Arab merchants and speak a dialect of Konkani which is a blend of Arabic and Konkani. I am proud to state that Konkani was in olden days known as ‘Prakrit’ and is older than Sanskrit. Konkani is a name given by Portuguese to old language ‘Prakrit’. Konkani is the first Indian language to have to dictionary, in 1567, which was complied by the Jesuits of the seminary of Rachol in Portuguese Goa, now also known as Raitul, contained 15000 words and was a Konkani-Portuguese dictionary. 


In between 17th & 18th century two dictionaries were compiled one Portuguese – Konkani by Fr. Diego Rebeiro & another Konkani –Portuguese by  Fr. Micheal Almeida. However, the two dictionaries compiled by Monsignor Dalgado at the end of 19th century, one Konkani – Portuguese & another Portuguese – Konkani are the greatest contributions to Konkani  lexicography and are regarded as proudest lexicographic possession worthy of any language. The first Konkani English dictionary using Roman script was compiled by ‘Rev. Fr. Angeleus Francis Xavier Maffei S.J. in 1883 which, is reprinted 4 times the 4th edition being in 2002 by Asian Educational Services, 31 Haus Khas Village, New Delhi 110 016, is available at Rs. 695/= a piece & is highly esteemed by Konkani lexicographic  experts. The first printing press in India was established by Portuguese in late 16th century and the first book that was printed in any Indian language was in Konkani. Contrary to popular and general belief Sanskrit is not the oldest language nor it is, as propagated by some protagonists, is not the oldest nor it is mother of all languages. Sanskrit belongs to Indo-Iranian group of languages originated from Indic language (as nomenclated by linguistic scholars) which, had two branches Sanskrit and Dard. Sanskrit from which Bengali, Panjabi, Hindi, Urdu(contains 25% Sanskrit words, 50% Arabic words & 25% Portuguesewords), Marathi, Gujarathi & Romany (the gypsy language) originated. From Dard, the languages of Kashmir and the upper Indus originated. Indo Iranian along with Balto-Slavic group of languages belong to Satem group of languages of Indo European family of languages. It may surprise one that English belongs to Germanic group of Centum languages branched from West Germanic-Low German- English. Just as English uses Roman Script’ Sanskrit uses Devanagari Script which itself proves that Sanskrit is not the oldest. Sanskrit is a laboratory synthesised language by the ancient intelligentia to capture and captivate knowledge and information and allow it to be assimilated and accessed  only by the initiated few. Sankrit connotes refined & filtered. 


Historically Konkani X’ians have this origins in Saraswat Brahmins & other Konkani communities, who according to findings, inhabited the bank of Saraswathi river, which flowed in the present state of Rajasthan and emptied itself into Arabian Sea at Dwaraka course of now extinct Saraswati is traced by the archealogists. Saraswats are found in Panjab, Haryana, Hemachal Pradesh, Kashmir etc. but, most of them have adapted the native language of their inhabited land  therby dispensing with Konkani. One group of 96 families is stated to have travelled along Gangetic plaines to east coast, crossed eastern mountain range, deccan plateau, western mountain range and settled at Goa.


X’ianity in India dates back to about 42 A.D. when St. Thomas  a diciple of Jesus Christ propagated X’ianity in India who was stated to have been martyred to death by stoning at Mylapore around 52 A.D. Thus X’ianity propagated in India for over 15 centuries.  Also during Portuguese rule substantial number of them embraced X’ianity. With the propagation of X’ianity southwards to present Karnataka X’ian families also migrated as church help. From Roha in Maharahstra to Mangalore in South Konkan (Kanara) it is known as Konkan belt. That is why railway line established about a decade ago is known as Konkan Railways.

Portuguese were stated to have had forts & extended their rule Bhatkal, Honnavar, Gangolli, Kundapur , Udupi Mangalore etc. During the reign of Tippu Sultan (1879 – 1899) A.D., he is stated to have attacked  Portuguese forts from one direction & English attacked Portuguese from another direction. The result was Portuguese were driven away who later confined themselves to Goa, Daman & Diu. In this process about 450 Catholic churches were demolished & about 70,000 Catholics were taken captive  who were partly massacred & partly forcibly converted to Muslims by forces of Tippu Sultan, The Konkani speaking population of  Kemmannu & Hoode in Udupi District, otherwise known as ‘Narlan Saibe” are these converts.


 Just read this expression by Punjabi and its similar expression by Konkani. 


Wajda Punjabianda Dehl. (Punjabi)


Panjabichin Dhol Wazta (Konkani)


Count of 1 to 10 by Konkani 


by Hindi


Ek. 






Ek 


Doane 





Do


Teen






Teen


Chaar 





Chaar


Paanch 





Paanch               


Sa 






Che 


Saath 






Saat


Aaat 






Aaat


Noav






Nav


Dha 






Das


There are certain similarities in words that obtain in Bengali too. e.g. Raag  is anger both in Konkani Shin  also exists as well as Bengali window Zanelle  has similar word in Konkani.


I go home- Haanv Ghaara Vethaan.


 Eye : doale forehead: Koapaal,  Nose: Naak, Eye brow: Aasdyo,       Eye lashes: Aaskatyo, Cheek:Gaal, Jaw: Dadamaan,   Chin: Khaadki,        Face/Mouth: Mookhamal/Thoand,Lip:Vhoant, Nostrils:Naakachin Poodaan, Ear: Kaan, Earlobe: Kaanaachyo Palyo  Hair on scalp: Kyes, Hair on rest of body: Lhoavn, Neck: Goamti, Gullet: Galo,    Shoulder:Bhooz, Hand: Haath, Elbow: Khoanpaar, Fingers:Boataan,    Sole: Paavl,  Heel:Khoant, Belt:Khatdhaavn, Pelvis: Penkaat. Rice grain: Taandul (note Tandula in Sanskrit), Rice Cooked: Shith, Indian Gooseberry,:Awaalo )Amla in Sanskrit) 


 How are you? Tun Kashen/Kaso aasaay,


                                 Kashi 


                                               Girl      Boy


                                  Lady   Man


Just as English, Konkani (you)Tun is applicable both peers, elders irrespective of age and stature Only if there are more than one person Tumi plural (you) is used.


Compiled by:


D’Souza Wilberious Evanglist, Wilil –Vila, Behind St. Francis Xavier R. C. Church of Udyavar, By National Highway Nd. 17, Near Balaipade Udupi 576 101, India. Phone: 08252-2524110, e-mail: evanglist@rediffmail.com by reading various books,  periodicals, magazines. etc., over a period of time


D’Souza Wilberious Evanglist 


Email:evanglist@redifffmail.com


Location coordinates:


Latitude:130 48’46.00”, North


Longitude:740 44’28.6”East



This is about broadcasting by satellite of a TV channel named ‘KONKNI T.V.’. to effectively promote and popularise the language ‘Konkani’ in its varied dialects and culturally diversified ambience of Konkanis professing different faiths, spread world wide and create a sense of belonging to their roots despite the diversity. 



The proposition is to promote either as a co-operative or as a public limited company, for broadcast by satellite a television channel viz., ‘KONKNI TV’. This channel will broadcast plays, skits, comedies, movies, serials (not more than 10 episodes) in contributor’s (i.e. writer, play writer, serial script writer, comedy writer) native ‘Konkani, dialect and it will be telecast in that native Konkani dialect with English version of dialogue or narrative, displayed at the bottom of TV screen when telecast:, such as,


Haanv Gharkade Vaththan –GSB dialect


Haanv Ghara Vethaan- Christian Konkani

will have English translation as;


I shall go home/ I am bound homewards.


This approach will be applied to plays, serials in Konkani dialect of variety i.e. those of Konkani Moslem of Kemmannu, Hoode, Navaithis of Kumta and Bhatkal, Kharvi fishermen community of Kundapura-Gangolli, tribal community Kudubis, Afro-Konkani community of Siddhis of Rajapuris, Saraswat Brahmins, Gowd Saraswat Brahmins, Chirtrapur Saraswats, Kaadi Konkanas, Daivajna, Brahmins, Koodala Seshashtha Brahmins and of those 50 and odd dialects of Konkani those are spoken in the only native state of Konkkanis that is Goa. 



I am acquainted with a few satellite channels which have adopted this approach. To name for example is ‘Arirang TV’ of Korea & XING KONG TV of China, which telecast programmes in Korean & Chinese with English translation displayed simultaneously. This renders the channel telecast as one of universal appeal, as anyone who knows and understands English, will watch and enjoy these channels. This results in mass appeal and channel will earn commercial revenue by commercial advertisements which, will render it economically sustainable. 



It is suggested that this proposed ‘Konkni TV’ channel will telecast for an hour each day, a documentary on cultural ethos of each Konkani community of which allusion is made in the beginning of this page. This is not to crate a deep rooted division in Konkani community but, to know history academically. It is of historical importance to know why a GSB is a GSB, SB is SB Rajapuri is Rajapuri, Charod is Charod, Bahmman, is Bahmman, Sudhir is Sudhir, Rendr is Rendr, Gowdi is Gowdi, Channel, shall also telcast the root of Konkani i.e. ‘Prakrit’. I learn that a few GSB purohits (sages or priests) possess scriptures in Prakrit with Devanagari Script. One is from Katpadi, who died recently and one of his sons viz., Bharat Sharma  is a teacher at S. V. School Katpadi. A priest named Sripathy Acharya at Veera Vittal Temple at Udyavar  claims to be in possession of  Palm leaf scriptures containing hymns & recitations in Prakrit. Sources such as this be exploited. Initially, contribution of plays, serials, skits etc., from writers of Konkani of various native dialects, be voluntary or for nominal payment. This will considerably reduce financial burden on this channel. Many a Konkani businessmen with various companies, educational institutions within their corporate, those in Goa and other parts of country even in the rest of world, and the Konkani community be exhorted to contribute liberally, generously to this cause. If this is done, I do not find any reason why Konkani community, despite its diversity culturally and dialectically, despite comprising only 0.5% of Indian population, should not have its rightful recognition and entire Konkani community be under one umbrella, with each sectoral, dialectical, partisan group retaining sectoral, dialectical and partisan identity.    



It is apt to mention here that in late 70’s and up to and 90’s the Punjabi community, at Delhi mostly used Hindi as their household dialect of communication. Many Punjabis felt ashamed to acknowledge that Punjabi was their mother tongue, as it was perceived as wayward (Bigadi Hui Bhasha) dialect and unrefined. But, by mid late 90’s the national film (Hindi) and all Hindi TV channels have been dominated by Punjabi dialect either mostly or completely.



To appeal to youngsters, Goa has wealth of a ocean of Konkani songs and music. 



I request you dwell in the contents of this letter and convey  your perception of this proposition


Yours sincerely, 








D’Souza Wilberious Evanglist 

  


Wilil – Vila 



Behind St. Franices Xavier, 



R. C. Chruch of Udyavar,



By National Highway nd. 17, 



Udupi-576 101. 



Karnataka, india



Tel: 08252-524110












