Amanda Carrico

Virtual Field Trip

Okay guys I hope you wore some comfortable shoes because we are going to be walking the steps of capital hill today. That’s not all we are going to see on our trip to the nation’s capital though. We have a lot of stuff to do and not a lot of time so lets board the bus.
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Our first stop on our field trip is going to be the Library of Congress. We can’t learn about our nation today if we don’t know about the past. Below is a link to today in history, after you have read that feel free to look in the archives for other dates that might interest you, like maybe your birthday. Just hold down the ctrl key and click on the picture of the library to go to the web site.
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Our next stop on our field trip is to learn how bills are turned into laws. Every bill has to go through many steps before it can be made into a law. It can go back and forth several times, and many bills don’t get turned into laws. Hold down the ctrl key and click on the picture below and read through the process. 
Now we are heading to the Smithsonian Institute and to the hall of Presidents. As we learned in the separation of powers and the checks and balances of the government, the president heads the executive branch. The first president was George Washington in 1789. Go to the website (hold ctrl and click on picture), read the introduction and then use the side bar to click on other presidents and learn more about out nation’s leaders. 
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Our last stop on our field trip is to the National Mall. The National Mall has stretches of lawns and roads that run from the Capital to the Washington Monument. It is home to many historical institutions, monuments and memorials. Hold the ctrl key and click on the picture below to go to the website. Click on each of the monuments or memorials and read a little about each one. Then you can explore the site some more on your own. You can read about the creator of the Nation Mall or learn interesting facts about the memorials.  

[image: image6.wmf]Okay well that is the end of our tour of our Nation’s Capital. I hope you had fun and learned a lot of interesting facts. Now it is time to go back to school so let’s all board the bus and be on our way.   
