Guide to writing

COLUMN A-D (in all lists)
A: number of extinct species
B: number of extinct subspecies
C: number of extinct genera
D: number of extinct families
COLUMN E-H
E: number of extant species
F: number of extant subspecies
G: number of extant genera
H: number of extant families
COLUMN I
Taxonomic rank
HT: High Taxon (from tribe to class)
ngen: Genus not yet described as such

nsgen: Subgenus not yet described as such or Incertae Sedis of a genus
gen: Genus
sgen: Subgenus or species group

sp: Species
spg: Species group (sometimes still referred to as “sgen”)
ssp: Subspecies
si: Species Inquirenda or Nomen Dubium
synHT: synonym of HT
syngen: synonym of gen
etc.
COLUMN J
‘e’ means ‘not Holocene’ (in fact it means ‘extinct’, but many Holocene species are also extinct, thus that isn’t very good a definition), thus all recent species have no ‘e’. Currently, I am changing this; species surviving into the Holocene which did not survive until 1500 will get an ‘h’

COLUMN K-M: A messy group, not used all the time.

Column K: "x" means that it was considered a valid taxon by Mammalian Species or some other authority.
Column L: Age. Trias=Trias, Jura=Jura, Creta=Cretaceous, Paleo=Paleocene, Eo=Eocene, Oligo=Oligocene, Mio=Miocene, Plio=Pliocene, Pleis=Pleistocene, Recent=Holocene. Mostly the exact age is given (Irvingtonian, Wasatchian, Villafranchian, etc., but my aim is to give only the main age. (Oligocene etc.) L=Lower, M=Middle, E=Early, U=Upper.
Column M: Distribution (Mainly for extinct species).
COLUMN N
Scientific name.
In taxa higher than a genus (HT), the name of the taxon is given (in Latin). Font is variable, the bigger it is, the higher the taxon (family gets 14, subfamily 14 italics, tribe 12 bald and italics, superfamily 16, order 20, suborder 18.
Genus names are given as ‘Cercopithecus’, in bald.
Subgenus names are given as ‘Cercopithecus (Cercopithecus)’, in italics. The genus name is first given, with the subgenus name between parentheses.
Species group names are given as ‘Oxymycterus (rufus)’ as no subgenus name was included, and as ‘Cercopithecus (Cercopithecus) (mitis)’ as there are also subgenera. Both are in italics, with the name of the species group in italics.
Species names are given as ‘Antechinus agilis’, ‘Oxymycterus (rufus) rufus’ or ‘Cercopithecus (Cercopithecus) (mitis) mitis’, neither in bald nor in italics.
Subspecies names are given as ‘Thomomys (Thomomys) bottae bottae’, in 10 and italics.
Synonyms are given with a ‘ /’ after the species name (Ferungulata and Chiroptera) (for example, Canis lupus /familiaris), or in separate fields, as following:

Col. I
Col. N                                                              Col. O

	sp
	
	"Oryzomys" (megacephalus) megacephalus
	

	synsp
	
	"Oryzomys" (megacephalus) megacephalus
	Mus capito


Col. K-M are hidden.

Preocc. means preoccupied (the name which preoccupies the name must be given with author), nom.nud. means nomen nudum. Sometimes  ‘ [paraphyletic]’ is still given after a name, this must be put in the Comments section.
COLUMN P-Q
(Only extant species) Given in Walker’s Mammals of the World (1991 edition), with comment, or in Wilson and Reeder (1993) (Very irregularly, not improved).
COLUMN R-S

(Only extant species) Given in Duff & Lawson (2004), or, for Didelphimorphia, Oligoryzomys, Rhipidomys and Thomasomys, in the new edition of Mammal Species of the World (unpublished).
COLUMN T
Author of scientific name.
COLUMN U
If the author described the species in another genus, a ‘(‘ is given. If I’m not sure about that, a ? is given.
COLUMN V
Year of description.
COLUMN W

Original page or plate reference.
COLUMN X
Type locality
COLUMN Y
Diagnosis
COLUMN Z
Type specimen. When this is a lectotype or neotype or if there are syntypes, use “BM(NH) 42.5.26.17 [lectotype designated by Thomas (1921, Ann. Mag. Nat. Hist. (9)8:432)]” or a similar phrase. In case of syntypes,  write “[syntypes]”.

COLUMN AA
Distribution
COLUMN AB
Reference to the original description
COLUMN AC
Original name
COLUMN AD
Etymology (not really important, give only the original etymology)
COLUMN AE
Number of chromosomes (2n=)
COLUMN AF
Fundamental number of chromosomal arms (FN=)
COLUMN AG
Classification (Main group/Order/Family/Subfamily/(For Sigmodontinae, Neotominae, Phyllostomatidae and Murinae) Tribe)
COLUMN AF
Comments (give “sp.” of extinct taxa here, for example: “A. sp. is known from the Lujanian of Argentina.”) 

COLUMN AG-

From here, things are very variable. Commonly given are: Distribution (A=Neotropis, B=Nearctis, C=Palearctis, D=Orientalis, E=Aethiopis, F=Madagaskar, G=New-Guinea, New Zealand & Pacific Islands, H=Sea, I=Australia); Status (IUCN); Dutch common name; English common name.


-Undescribed or uncertain species (Akodon aff. cursor, Akodon cf. cursor, cf. ‘Antechinus’ sp., Ctenomys sp.2, etc.) are never given.
-Incertae Sedis and Species Inquirenda are abbreviated to "i.s." and "s.i.", respectively. "i.s." is not capitalized when it is part of the taxon name (Didelphimorphia i.s.; Myocastoroidea? i.s.), but in the taxonomic placement section it is given (Metatheria/Didelphimorphia/I.S.; Euarchontoglires/Hystricognathi/Myocastoroidea?I.S.).
-If a species is usually referred to a genus which is not monophyletic if that species in included, it should be referred to with quotation marks ("Oryzomys" angouya), or the genus should have the comment  “Paraphyletic”. If there are more of such ‘genera’, they are numbered, even if they are included as subgenera in another genus . Authors are never given for such ‘genera’.
-Species groups are, if possible, included.
-References are given as following: 
Thomas, O. 1900. Descriptions of new Neotropical mammals. Annals and Magazine of Natural History (7)5:269-274.

Voss, R.S., Gomez-Laverde, M. & Pacheco, V. 2002. A New Genus for Aepeomys fuscatus Allen, 1912, and Oryzomys intectus Thomas, 1921: Enigmatic Murid Rodents from Andean Cloud Forests. American Museum Novitates 3373:1-42, 21 June 2002.
Malygin, V.M. in Malygin, V.M., Aniskin, V.M., Isaev, S.I. & Milishnikov, A.N. 1994. Amphinectomys savamis Malygin gen. et sp. n., a new genus and a new species of water rat (Cricetidae, Rodentia) from Peruvian Amazonia. Zoologichaskii Zhurnal 73:195-208.  
Gardner, A.L. 1990. Two new mammals from southern Venezuela and comments on the affinities of the highland fauna of Cerro de la Neblina. Pp. 411-424 in Redford, K. & Eisenberg, J.F. (eds.) 1990. Advances in Neotropical mammalogy. Sandhill Crane Press, Gainesville, FL, 614 pp, 6 February 1990.

-When you wish to refer to a publication in a comment, or to the designation of a lectotype, write Thomas (1921, Ann. Mag. Nat. Hist. (9)8:432). When there are more than two authors, use “et al.”
