Theories of Learning: From 1890 to 2009

Theories of learning are actually theories of mind and they apply to the whole of psychology, from sensation/perception through motivation, to cognition, psychopathology, and all the rest. Applications to classroom education are peripheral and straightforward and will not be discussed directly.  The classic textbook in psychology that is cited by almost all others is William James, The Principles of psychology, first published in 1890 and still in print, available in paperback form for a few dollars.  [Do not read the abridged and inferior version, Psychology: Briefer Course!]  If you check Amazon.com you will find James’ book can be shipped in 24h and you can examine the cover, table of contents, and 6 sample pages, so it is still current. You can even order it from Wal-Mart!  James is wonderful, once you get used to the style – read it like a novel, not like a textbook.  It covers far more than what is usually thought of as learning theories. To read the James books online, go to:

http://psychclassics.yorku.ca/James/Principles/index.htm
Other sites, such as Stanford’s, also supply The Principles of Psychology online.

A similarly distinguished book is John Malone’s Theories of Learning, used at over 100 fine universities, ranging from Minnesota, Columbia University School of Medicine, Indiana, Nebraska, many colleges in California, and all of those in Idaho, to UTK and RPI.  We will use the 2002 paperback version, which may be available used -  but if you find the 1990/1991 hardcover version, that will do also. I will also put the individual chapters on my website.

There will be unannounced quizzes and four exams.  The quizzes will be brief and graded A, B, or C.  You can use notes, but no books.  A missed quiz is an F.  The total of the quizzes will count as a fifth exam.  All quizzes will count, unless you notify me in advance (or shortly after) of your good reason for missing one.  If you come to class regularly and study a bit, you will do just fine.
*Undergraduate Exams will be short answer, 20 questions, answers no more than a few sentences long.

*Graduate Exams will be in essay form.

Concept lists will be distributed before exams.

To Contact Me:  malonejc@bellsouth.net
Chapters from the Malone Textbook will be available online at my website:

http://sites.google.com/site/drmalonessite
www.geocities.com/malonejc2007
Syllabus

Date




                                                      Readings

Aug 19
Introduction: Syllabus, exams, quizzes, blah, blah

Aug 21
The Scope of Psychology





James 1

Aug 24
General conditions of brain functioning



James 2(21-30), 3

Aug 26
Habit, Automata theory





James 4, 5


Aug 28
The body as resonator





James 23

Aug 31
The hegemony of classical conditioning
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Sep   2                                “





      “

Sep   4  


“





      “

Sep   9
The Rescorla/Wagner model – How context works
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Sep  11
Mind stuff theory: Don’t be a mind stuffist!



James 6

Sep  14
EXAM 1

Sep  16  The “Sane Positivist”: Thorndike’s connectionism


Malone 2

Sep  18


 “





      “

Sep  21
The relation of minds to other things



James 8

Sep  23
John B. Watson’s revolution
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Sep  25


“





      “

Sep  28   Edwin Guthrie’s insight: simple associationism is powerful
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Sep 30


“





       “

Oct   2
Sensation: The origin of the mind




James 17

Oct   5
American psychology: Clark Hull’s machines
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Oct   7


 “





      “

Oct   9
EXAM 2

Oct 12
Tolman’s cognitive maps
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Oct 14
Imagination: Can we distinguish “reality” from……?


James 18

Oct 19
Perception: Of what?





James 19

Oct 21   The definition of the soul: Attention




James 11

Oct 23
Instinct: We have them and they interest us



James 24

Oct 26   Emotion: `The definitive treatment, always misunderstood

James 25

Oct 28


“





      “

Oct 30
Time, the final frontier





James 15

Nov 2
The self; Is it a thing, or many things, or what?


James 10

Nov 4
Memory: Do we need the word?




James 16

Nov 6
EXAM 3

Nov 9
Skinner and modern behaviorism
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Nov 11
           “

Nov 13
           “

Nov 16
Reality: How many and which is really real, really?


James 21

Nov 18
Recent developments appreciated only by those in the know
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Nov 20               “

Nov 23
Radical behaviorism and social cognition
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(on web site)

Nov 25              “

Nov 30              “
Dec   9
Exam 4  (12:30 – 2:30)

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because �of a documented disability or if you have emergency�information to share, please contact the Office of �Disability Services at 191 Hoskins Library or 974-6087.�This will ensure that you are properly registered for �services.�











