1. How was the psychology of Aquinas different from that of Augustine?  What was the          

               medieval disputation and how was it conducted?  What was Aquinas’ problem with Averroës 

               and how did he deal with it?  What were the main parts of Avicenna’s faculty psychology?  

              How did Aquinas’ set of faculties differ?  How did Aquinas adapt Aristotle’s ideas?  How did  

              he distinguish humans and animals?  How did he treat mind/body, introspection, and innate 

             ideas?  How did he arrange for an attractive afterlife?  

Why did Aquinas comment on the number of souls and how did he contrast Plato and     

             Aristotle on this issue?  What did he conclude from consideration of animals and embryos?  

             How did he use Aristotle’s `”higher/lower” principle to solve the problem?  What about the 

             poor cannibals?    

2. Describe the “aristotelian” science of the early 17th century, as it dealt with chemistry,

              physics, and biology. What were reactions to it and what did Galileo do to fight it?  How 

             were magic, superstition, and Platonism evidenced?   

3. What were Hobbes’ views on artificial intelligence and how did he view the individual as 

      parallel to the state in Leviathan?  How could he be both empiricist and rationalist?  How did he describe the                     

     “train of thought,” and how was it organized (“not Casuall”)?  How did he explain each of the following:   

     foresight, guided thought, memory, past/future, and faculties, such as will, attention, and so on?  What comes    

     next in the “Trayne?”

4. What were Francis Bacon’s two methods of gathering knowledge and which is always more 

     popular?  Why is that bad?  What are modern examples of the two methods?  What were the pissmires, ants,        

     and bees?  What were the four idols that he described?  Who was Roger Bacon?  What of the misguided    

     criticism that Bacon failed to consider that observations must always be guided by tentative hypotheses?

5. What was the Aristotelian biology that Descartes learned at La Flêche and how did that 

     explain “seeing?”  What was the significance of his dreams near Ulm (to him)?  What are his four rules of    

     investigation (of the original 36) and when/where did he publish them?  What did he mean by intuitions and    

    what are “clear and distinct” ideas?  What was the real justification for the mind/body distinction - why did 

    Descartes need it?  

6. What was Descartes’ `doubting and how did he know when to stop?  What did he mean by 

    “mind” and what was the relation of will, understanding, thought, innate ideas, and passions?  Why do we   

    make errors?  What was the gist of Hobbes’ criticisms in the Meditations?  In his Passions, what is the soul   

    and where is it?  What is specific evidence for the mind/body distinction?  What does the soul do?  Can it 

    operate without the body?  Can the body operate without it?  How did his reflex mechanism move, sense, 

    imagine, attend, and remember?

7. So……….what psychological implications come from Descartes’ views on:

· vision – for example, the gaining of vision by an adult born blind?

· thinking – for example, the making of errors of judgment?

· knowledge – what can be know for certain?

8. What was LaMettrie’s opinion of Descartes’ theory, particularly the role of the passions and 

      soul?  What alternative did he propose and what was some of his evidence?  What would Hobbes have said?    

     What would Descartes have said to La Mettrie?  What would Plato and Aristotle have said?

9. Descartes proposed that mind and body were wholly different, so how does one influence the 

     other?     

     What was Locke’s evidence that all knowledge originates in experience?  What are ideas, 

     where do they come from, and what are primary and secondary qualities?  Hey, how can we know those   

     things?  How did Galileo, Boyle, Hobbes, and Descartes each feel about such a distinction?  What did Locke 

     mean by reflection and what was his position on the association of ideas?  How are ideas always particulars 

     and how does that relate to Molyneux’s blind person?  How has that question been settled?  How was Locke 

     both empiricist and rationalist?  What was the second major source of ideas?  

What did Berkeley do to Locke’s cherry and how did this alter Locke’s theory?  

10. What was Berkeley’s New Theory of Vision  and what was the “old theory” that it opposed?  

11. What was the point of The Analyst?  

12. How are Hume’s mental powers different from Locke’s “reflection?”  

13. What was Hume’s influential opinion of causality? 

14. In what sense do we know that there is no self?  What?  

15. How did Kant agree with Hume?  How did he disagree with Hume?  

16. Given Kant, what happened to God, causality, free will, matter, and the self?  What would Hume say?  

17. In what way was Reid really “gutsy?”  How did he distinguish sensation and perception?  

18. What flaw of reasoning appears to lie in Reid’s “problems with children?”  

19. What were the main faculties that were proposed by Dugald Stewart, who powerfully influenced education in America?           

20. Why did Stewart believe that resentment was so important?  Why is our freedom of will not more obvious to us?


21. In what way did Thomas Brown dispute Reid’s “peculiar power?” What did Brown add to give us “real?”  

22. What were the contributions of Frances Hutcheson, John Gay, David Hartley, & Alexander Bain, respectively?

23. What was the theory of “Mental Mechanics” of James Mill?  How did he explain experience and how were his laws of association odd?  What did he make of pleasure and pain?  How does “weight” turn out to be complicated?  How did he explain time, revery, recall, attention, and some bad dreams?  What did he suggest regarding emotion and association??  What?

