Psychology 420          Exam 1 Guide          Fall, 2008

** = Graduate Students Only

1.  What is psychology and what aspects of it could be called “science?”  How may history be viewed in at least three ways?  Contrast the Zeitgeist theories, such as Boring’s, with “naturalistic” theories like Kuhn’s.  How did Kuhn characterize the series of  revolutions that occur in the history of science?  What is science, anyway?  According to Malone, what are its basic characteristics?   
2.  How was Pythagoras a combination of Einstein & Mrs. Eddy?  What was his analysis of music that showed the vital importance of number?  How is this illustrated in the consonances of the lyre string?  What are the implications of the Orpheus myth – even if one considers a false version of the myth?  What aspects of Pythagoras irritated the Eleatics?

3.  What contribution to psychology derives from the thought of the Milesians (Thales, Anaximander, & Anaximenes - the three M’s)?  What were their chief characteristics of their psychology?  How did they differ from the Eleatics (Xenophanes, Parmenides, & Zeno)?   What were Parmenides and Zeno trying to show?

4.  What was the psychology-related contribution of each of the following:  Heraclitus, Empedocles, Anaxagoras?

5.  According to Democritus, how can error arise?  What is the significance of “birds of a feather?”  How did Democritus account for memory and imagination in a way popularized by Donald Hebb?  What were the main tenets of Protagoras and how was he basically different from Democritus?  So, what is knowledge for Protagoras?  Was he correct?

6.  Buddhism stresses independence from our bodies and from the material world.  How would each of the following regard that policy: the Milesians, Eleatics, Empedocles, Anaxagoras, Democritus, Protagoras, Plato, & Aristotle?

7.  Describe the psychology of Plato/Socrates - how did they account for each of the following: learning, motivation, thinking, sensation and perception, and psychopathology?  

8.  **Malone commented on aspects of Plato’s work in “Plato and the Easter Bunny.”  What did he suggest as (a) the reason for Plato’s popularity, (2) Plato’s status as a writer, (3) the gist of Plato’s philosophy.

9.  In the Thaeatetus Plato considers the epistemology of Protagoras.  What kinds of evidence does he cite favoring that theory?  What crucial points lead him to decide against Protagoras?  How is this a fundamental issue and what might Protagoras say about Plato’s “evidence” against him?

10.  How is Plato’s three-part soul illustrated in the “charioteer” analogy and how does that apply to both the individual and to the state?    In what specific ways (at least half a dozen) does Plato’s psychology parallel Freud’s?

11.  Aristotle’s treatment of form and matter is expressed in the four causes - how is it fundamentally different from Plato’s theory?  How is Aristotle teleological and what is meant by entelechy?  Aside from the standard “statue” `example, what examples illustrate his point? 

12.  In de Anima, how is the soul like “straightness?”  What is emotion?  What is sensation, thought, and the mind?  What are desire and aversion?  In what way are sensations always true and how can Aristotle say that the soul is everything that exists? How did Aristotle treat remembering and recollection and how was he an “associationist” in only a trivial sense?  

13.  What are the main points in the Nicomachean Ethics, as per the following - the role of pleasure, definition of happiness, individual capabilities, swallows and summers, training the young, voluntary choices and character, levels of “good,” individual differences in the ability to be virtuous?

14.  **How do each of the following reflect Aristotelian thought – a) Holt’s physiology of wishes, b) Piaget’s epistemology, and c) Ayn Rand’s philosophy of people?

15.  Who were Theano, Aristoclea, Kathleen Freeman, Aspacia?

16.  What were the essential teachings of Plotinus?  In what way was he a neoplatonist?  In what way was he very different from Plato?  How did he interpret memory in an interesting way?  What are the three stages of cognition that he proposed?  How were Plotinus’ views similar to and different from those of the Stoics?

17.  What were the contributions of these early “doctors” of the church: Ambrose, Jerome, Augustine?

18.  What about Augustine’s personal history would make him sympathetic to the message in Paul’s epistle to the Romans?

19.  Why was Augustine so upset with the Pelagians’ heresy?  What was his view of the mind and its faculties and how did this set him against these awful heretics?  How did this make him a terrible theologian but a good psychologist?  What were the faculties that he proposed and what wise conclusion did he draw?  What was his position on the certainty of subjective experience and why did he make so much of it?  How were his views similar to Plato’s?  What did he tell us about time?  What were Augustine’s unusual views concerning memory?

