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- no textbooks to buy – all online

There is little that is really new in contemporary psychology, so the only way to progress is to know something of what has already been done – as George Santayana said – otherwise, the same mistakes occur over and over.  Self actualization was popular in the fourth century BC and radical empiricism appeared in the 6thCBC.  Parmenides was Heidegger, Aristotle was William James, Protagoras was the first real pragmatist, Thales was a mystic, Empedocles was Plato, and Plato was Jerry Springer.  Locke and Descartes turn out to be the same, as do Hume and Kant.  Berkeley correctly interpreted perception and Hume explained the irresistible illusion that is the “self.”  The Epicureans and Stoics were great psychotherapists and Arab medicine, promoted by Avicenna (Ibn Sina) saved countless lives.  Psychology as a science started in Germany because everything academic/scientific started there.  It was transplanted to America a century ago, transmogrified to the nightmarish form it assumes today.  

During this term we will cover the “great ideas” of the great thinkers of the past who have influenced psychology.  I don’t mean “psychology” as a shoddy, trendy, glitzy, self-serving public-relations manipulating profession!  I mean psychology as the study of ourselves, aimed at discovering how we and other creatures work.  This is largely a matter of history, since the best ideas arose long before the era of Oprah, Prozac, and health psychology.  No textbook really covers history adequately, but my in-progress text is probably superior to current alternatives.  The chapters specified in the readings refer to that textbook.   There will be three short-answer  exams (a few words or a couple of sentences answering 30 questions) based on guides distributed in advance.  There will also be brief quizzes given in class – maybe a dozen.  The average grade on those quizzes will constitute a fourth exam.

Graduate Credit:  I welcome graduate students in this class!  You will take three essay exams (three multi-part questions chosen from a larger set) and the quizzes.

Who am I?

Dr. John C. Malone, Professor

malonejc@bellsouth.net

Order of Topics: Dates are Approximate

Date





Readings

Aug 21
Introduction: blah, blah.....

Aug 26
Systems of psychology;  early Greek thought,


   Pythagoras versus Naturalism


M1

Aug 28
Milesians, Eleatics, pluralists - what do they show us?
M2

Sep   2
Atomism vs Protagoras; Socrates


M3

Sep   4
Plato’s crude, but influential, psychology

 “         

Sep   9
Aristotle’s radical alternative


M3 

Sep  11
Post-Aristotle: Psychotherapies


M4                

Sep  16
Plotinus & Augustine: Mind & time

M4

Sep  18 
Avicenna to Aquinas: Arab founders of Catholicism
M4

Sep  23
EXAM 1         
Sep  25
The Enlightenment: Triumph of science?

M5

Sep  30
Descartes and the mechanical universe

M5                                      

Oct   2 
Early British Empiricism: Bacon, Hobbes, Locke
M6

Oct   7                           “

Oct  14
Radical empiricism: Berkeley & Hume

       “

Oct  16
Kant “the Scot’s” reaction to this


       “

Oct  21
The Scottish School of Common Sense

M7

Oct  23
19thC associationism: the Mills, Carpenter, & Bain
M7

Oct  28

“

Oct  30
EXAM 2

Nov   4 
Helmholtz and 19thC science


M9

Nov   6
Wundt was not who we thought...shame on us

M11

Nov  11
Würzburg and Külpe; Franz Brentano

M11

Nov  13
Titchener was no Wundt - What was he?

M12

Nov  18
Darwinism, American Functionalism

M8                                                                                                                   

Nov  20
Freud and some old insights; was Watson similar?
M12

Nov  25
Gestalt Psychology: always misunderstood?

M15

Dec    2
Skinner’s Radical alternative

Dec    9         EXAM 3  (10:15-12:15)

420 DIAGNOSTIC EXAM: Maybe you already know all of this!**

1.  Pythagoras was born here

2.  Rumored occupation of the sister of Pythagoras

3.  Defender of Parmenides, tongue was cut out

4.  School founded by Xenophanes

5.  Coined “Birds of a feather flock together”

6.  Approximate year Roman legions withdrawn from Britain

7.  Seneca’s philosophy and occupation

8.  Pythagoras warned against eating this

9.  Pythagoras claimed this was his dad

10. Colorful, but bad, student of Socrates

11. Major event on Hobbes’ birthday

12. Aquinas’ monastic order

13. Oldest monastic order

14. Justinian did this - a big thing - in 529

15. Breakspear’s unique occupation

16. Aristotle’s psychology book

17. Aristotle’s patron

18. Neoplatonist who influenced Augustine                                             

19.  Arabian physician whi inspired Aquinas                                                  

20.  Ancients called him the “great plagiarizer”

21.  First measured speed of neural impulse

22.  Major event in 1453, felt in 1990s

23.  Year Galileo died

24.  Titchener’s first PhD student and first woman PhD in psychology

25.  William James’ opinion of questionnaires

26.  Freud worked for this famous physiologist

27.  Invented psychoanalysis, according to Freud

28.  Proposed doctrine of specific nerve energies

29.  Gestaltists pointed to him as the real founder of their doctrines

30.  John Watson’s birthplace

31.  Published satires on science as “Dr. Mises”

32.  Chemist and admirer of Francis Bacon

33.  Super-intelligent wife of John Stuart Mill

34.  Town where Descartes and Hume each spent years

35.  “Mad Madge” was a follower of this fellow

36.  Wacky ear/nose/throat friend of Freud
      45.  Kurt Lewin’s birthday


37.  Publisher of most of Descartes’ books
      46.  James Mill’s favorite author

38.  James called it “Locke’s dear old book”
      47.  Land’s color theory

39.  Member of the eleatic school
                         48.  Hume’s last words

40.  Heraclitus viewed reality as this stuff
      49.  Chanut’s occupation, 1650

41.  Heresy that really frosted Augustine
      50.  Discovered EEG in 1875

42.  Assumed Kant’s chair at Königsberg

43.  Thomas Aquinas’ teacher in Cologne
**HEY!  It’s a joke!  Even I don’t know
44.  Arabs’ “Prince of All Learning”                   
all this stuff......
If you need course adaptations or accommodations because �of a documented disability or if you have emergency�information to share, please contact the Office of �Disability Services at 191 Hoskins Library or 974-6087.�This will ensure that you are properly registered for �services.�











