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Weekend  wionmevewmaian Express

CROSS SECTION

g nifoihne Mal-
Mr o, auibwored by G
Mariappan, makes o

dedicated attempt to trace the
history of Mallars, the original
resldents of Maradha nllam
(land with green paddy fields
and its belt areas) and to
re-gstablish thedr identl-
ky.
A divisionsl enginesr
of BSML, Colmbatore,
Mariappan has not
spared any efforts in

pants of the Marudha 3 =

nilam.

In his book, he says
that ‘Mallar’ is the title
(suffix) of farmers,
kings, chieftains and
wartiors, who constitut- £
ed that community
which had made lush B

groen fields and river [ R

banks as its .abode. §

been ruling the Madurai §
kingdom in the 16th cen-
tary.

The Vijayanapar EEES
empire captured Madurai from
the Pandyva Mallars and ruled it
till thelr fall at the hands of the
Kairk kings from Andh-a The
Maicks divided Madurai King-
dom into 72 palavams and

Ganpsrasn HaHEI0H  USDLMHIIIHT

Shedding light |
on Mallars

appointed Telugus as
Palayakkarars to rule the

The Maicks made a calcula-
tive move to obliterate the glori-
ous history of the Mallars and
succeeded in their attempt.

UGSHDTE. OGTar] GBaT

vilam Fdsa e g BEH

T LA, i O ety

(3
wipamlad 110, Drima
They resorted to tough mea-
sures to subjugate the Mallars
who had repeatedly fought
against the Naicks only to he
defeated and driven out of their
own lamwl, The Mallars fanned

out to different parts of Tamil
Madu.

The Maicks successlully dis-
torted the history of the gallant
Mallars with the help of poets,
who portrayed them in a poor
light and referred tothem as Pal-
'lars - a step down the
rungof the social ladder,
Thus in all literary
el works of the 17th centu-
- ry the Mallars were
referred as Pallars.

Folk literature, folk-
loreand epigraphs being
thedependable source to
study the art, culture,
customs and tradition of
the people of a particular
region, Mariappan start-
ed studying the ‘Pallu’
worksof yore and delved
deep into them as they
contained a wealth of
information on the Mal-
S lar community and its
glorious past,

After seven years of

B cinsticing sty Mt

appan succesded in
bringing tolight the hid-
den identity of Mallars,
their rich cultural hor-
itage and glorlons past,
The book is a well
researched ong and the
author's attempt to re-estahlish
the identity of the people who
were the real sons of the sai)
(Marudha nilam) deserves full

B 5 Gurirajan
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