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"The Christian religion is not a legal system which, being imposed by violence, may transform men's lives. Christianity is a new and higher conception of life. A new conception of life cannot be imposed on men; it can only be freely assimilated." 

-- Leo Tolstoy, "The Kingdom of God is Within You”
"And the extraordinary thing is that according to [the Gospels] all powers, all power and glory of the kingdoms, all that has to do with politics and political authority, belongs to the devil. it has all been given to him and he gives it to whom he wills. Those who hold political power receive it from him and depend upon him...[Jesus] refuses the offer of power because the devil demands that he should fall down and worship him."

-- Jacques Ellul, “Anarchy and Christianity”
"The Christian is independent of every human authority by the fact that he regards the divine law of love, implanted in the soul of every man, and brought before his consciousness by Christ, as the sole guide of his life and other men's also."    

-- Leo Tolstoy, "The Kingdom of God is Within You”
"The greatest temptation of human history is the temptation to exercise sovereignty and in it there is concealed a most powerful enslaving force...The whole disquieting and tangled problem of sovereignty is bound up with the fact that man has a natural disposition to dominate others. He is in search of his kingdom and he devotes his strength to the establishment of it, but his kingdom makes him a slave."    

-- Nikolai Berdyaev, “Slavery and Freedom”
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"My point is simply this. Among the political options, [Christians] should not rule out anarchism in advance, for in my view this seems to be the position which in this area is closest to biblical thinking...the Christian faith does not bring us into a world of duty and obligation but into a life of freedom."    

-- Jacques Ellul, “Anarchy and Christianity”
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