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The Makeda Community 

The Makeda Community comprises a model of the ingathering of the exiles, bringing together new immigrants from the United States, Canada, and Ethiopia, as well as native Israelis. The Community aims to integrate Ethiopian immigrant artists and traditional artists from other ethnic groups who are engaged in the preservation of traditional Hebrew culture. This is done through the establishment of a traditional cultural continuum in the form of a village, where visitors can become familiar with a diversity of traditional and multi-cultural Jewish arts and customs. The Community seeks to create a social structure that weaves together life in contemporary Israel with life in a biblical village. 

Meaning of the Term Makeda

The term Makeda is taken from Joshua, Chapter 10, Verse 21: 

“That all the people returned to the camp, to Joshua, at Makeda in peace: none whetted his tongue against any of the children of Israel.”  Biblical Makeda was located in the area of what is today Great Britain Park (Park Britania) (Mateh Yehuda Regional Council). 
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1. Concept

The project concept is to establish a tourist village, including a biblical farm and a cultural center, where Ethiopian artists and artists from other communities will actively preserve ancient Hebrew artistic traditions passed down through the generations.

The proposed location for the project is on a plot of land within the district limits of the Mateh Yehuda Regional Council – Bloc 34340. It is situated off of Route 38, on the Israel National Trail, near the Masua Observation Point, on the former site of the Masua transit camp (maabara). 

In the village, emphasis will be placed on the ways of life of the Jewish people in biblical times. This will be done in the following ways:

1. Production of art objects

2. Production of agricultural tools

3. Traditional agricultural work of the following types:

A. Terrace agriculture

B. Shepherding 

C. Gathering honey

Likewise, visitors will take part in the ongoing maintenance and operation of the biblical village, as well as a wide variety of creative activities, such as: pottery, spinning thread and weaving textiles, metalsmithing, crafting and playing musical instruments, basketry, embroidery, ketivat stam (the craft of writing torahs, tefillin and mezuzot), woodcarving, stonecutting, and mud house construction. 

In the center of the village, a building will be constructed for gatherings, workshops, seminars, lectures, and other activities.    

2. Plan of Action 

The plan of action for the project is two-pronged:

1. The group will act to establish an educational village and cultural center. The village is to be constructed on the model of an authentic agricultural farm of the biblical era, utilizing indigenous building techniques, and without causing damage to the existing ecological system. Realization of the village model will entail the following elements: reconstructing ancient ruins; renewing olive groves; reconstructing cave systems; terrace agriculture; preparing land for field agriculture; building borders between fields; raising sheep and goats, rebuilding old waters systems, including wells, mikvot, and drainage ditches and canals; opening up trails without endangering animal life; building an authentic oil press, a woodburning cooking oven, and a hospitality tent. 

The structures in the village will be erected utilizing traditional building techniques that are customary in Ethiopian villages and will serve multiple functions. Wooden structures will be used for gatherings of artists, and mud and stone structures will be used for workshops, seminars, and activities for the broad public. 

Plowing in the field

Some of the photographs are taken from the book Yehudei Etiopia: Edat Beita Yisrael (The Jews of Ethiopia: The Beita Yisrael Community), Menachem Valdman, Jerusalem, 1985; Image on title page – Nachum Rombek, “The Sower,” Papercut, 1932.

2. The group will form a cultural center in the style of an authentic Hebrew village. Establishing the village will open a window into the traditional lives of different communities in Israel, with an emphasis on the Ethiopian community, through the practice of a diversity of traditional arts, including: metalsmithery, plowing, crafting and playing musical instruments, basketry, weaving and embroidery, ketivat stam (the craft of writing torahs, tefillin and mezuzot), woodcarving, stonecutting, and hut building called jasem. 

The village will offer visitors a glimpse into the unique artistic talents of the members of the community. This will help to strengthen the self-esteem of the Ethiopian members of the community, as instead of being dependent on government support, they will become self-sufficient artists. 

The village will comprise a learning center emphasizing ancient Hebrew culture and the way of life of Ethiopian Jewry who preserved the culture and traditions of ancient Judaism over thousands of years. An emphasis will be given to the similarities between ancient Hebrew life and the life of the Ethiopian community. This will enrich both cultures by helping to establish the roots of Israeli identity. 

3. Land Plot

The alternative land plot, as agreed with the Mateh Yehuda Regional Council, is as follows: 

Block number 34321/2

Coordinate 117/150 – 616/650

Following examination of a number of potential locations for establishing the village, an area was chosen that is located within the district limits of the Mateh Yehuda Regional Council – Bloc 34340, on the Israel National Trail, on the former site of the Masua transit camp. The proposed land plot is within the area of Tanach Forest, and stretches over approximately 60 dunams (or 15 acres). The site was chosen based on a strategic view that takes into account its proximity to cities such as Beit Shemesh, Kiryat Melachi, Kiryat Gat, Jerusalem, Ashdod, Ashkelon, Ramla, Lod, etc., which have high concentrations of immigrant groups represented in the Makeda community, as well as based on a desire to encourage the educational and immigrant absorption systems in these cities to facilitate integration of immigrants in Israel. 

4. Position of the Jewish National Fund

Jewish National Fund representatives went on a joint tour with the project initiators, expressed approval of the project, and recommended integrating Makeda as part of the Tanach Forest project. 

See Appendix A: Letter summarizing tour of December 26, 2002. 

5. Position of the Local Authority 

Material was forwarded to the local authority. On January 27, 2003, a meeting was held with the Head of the Mateh Yehuda Regional Council, Mr. M. Weisel, who expressed support for the idea. 

See Appendix B: Letter summarizing meeting. 

6. Objectives

Primary objective: to establish an authentic biblical-style agricultural village based on the environmental model and renewal of existing elements and systems, with the village offering to the public a range of educational tours and artistic activities. 

1. Educational Aspect: Establishment of a study center, built on the model of an authentic biblical village, which will impart knowledge of biblical Hebrew culture. Tours will offer a glimpse into traditional Jewish life in biblical times. 

2. Social Aspect: Building a bridge between new immigrants and veteran Israelis. Facilitation of immigrant absorption in Israel and maintenance of immigrant groups’ traditions and customs. 

3. Economic/Tourist Aspect: Creation of a tourist attraction that will contribute to the economic development of the region. 

4. Ecological Aspect: Preparation of the land for agricultural production in an original way that will integrate existing elements while not endangering environmental ecological systems. 

7. Village Characteristics

The village will be located at the top of a hill, or on a mountainside, near a water source. The first phase of building will include construction of a mikveh and synagogue. Building will be executed using natural materials attainable in the immediate surroundings of the village and using manpower including individuals with a background of living in similar villages. 

Standard structures in a village of this type include: dwellings, a synagogue, and huts for animals. 

The typical dwelling is a round hut with a cone-like roof and walls made of branches reinforced with plaster, and clay and ash to prevent fire.  The synagogue is a round structure that is usually built at the highest place in the village. According to tradition, the plan of the synagogue is identical to that of the First Temple.   The animal hut is made of poles and a straw roof, and is designed to provide cover from sun and rain. 

8. Activities in the Village 

Activity in the village will reflect typical activity in a village of this sort, with the intention being to actively involve visitors in the village’s construction and ongoing operation.

As a main part of their visit, participants will engage in the following activities:

1. Viewing of a short film on life among the Makeda Community

2. Viewing of a short film on Ben-Shlomo – Menelik – Black Jewish Prince. 

3. Son of the Kes will tell folklore stories

4. Buna (coffee-based drink) preparation ceremony   

Likewise, visitors will be able to take part in work such as plowing, harvesting, and threshing; raising goats and cattle; crafting agricultural tools; crafting musical instruments; preparation of injera, Ethiopian flatbread, and talla, Ethiopian beer, as well as a variety of beverages such as the anise-based araki and the honey-based taj; crafting of traditional Ethiopian clothing, the shama, and its embroidery; basketry; crafting of vessels and servers; and ceramics. 

9. Development of Tourist Businesses

As part of the development of the village, an infrastructure for profitable businesses must be created. The plan is to establish businesses that are compatible with the activities performed in the village, and which can be justified in terms of the financial subsistence of the village. 

Village Store 

The village store will offer for sale handmade crafts and works of art, as well as food products, including flour, olive oil, preserves, etc., all produced at the village. 

Olive Grove

Development and renewal of the existing olive grove on the site, preservation of ancient olive trees, and eventually construction of an olive press. Educational tours of the grove will be offered, which will allow visitors to take an active part in olive harvesting. 

Restaurant

Establishment of an authentic Ethiopian restaurant. A unique restaurant should be created that fully takes advantage of the knowledge and talents of the village’s residents in authentic food preparation. The restaurant’s design will be authentically Ethiopian in style, with carpets, textiles on the walls, pillows, etc. In addition, folklore activities will be held in the restaurant, with the participation of Ethiopian musicians, singers, dancers, etc. 

Survival Skills Activities

Survival skills will also be taught at the village, including: finding and producing water; identifying plants and wildlife; deriving food from plants; proper handling of situations of distress and hardship in the field; and day and night field navigation.

Night Activities

The site will also offer night activities including camping out and food preparation in the field, instruction in nighttime navigation and orientation, identifying the various stars, and observation of nocturnal animal life.  

10. Development of Hiking Trails 

The village is located in an area notable for its spectacular natural landscape, surrounded by historical sites, JNF forests, nature reserves, and national parks. In order to enhance the village’s attractiveness to visitors, and to provide added interest for those staying or spending time there, the village should serve as a starting point for hikes in the area; likewise, hiking trails should be developed which originate in the village. These trails should be developed in the a number of ways: 

· Overhauling existing trails, and making them suitable for family hikes.

· Opening up new trails originating in the village and leading to observation points and sites of interest in the area.

· Installation of signage clearly marking the way from the village to the different trails and the way along each trail to its destination. 

· Activities at various points along each trail. 

11. Advantages and Challenges to Village Development

Advantages: 

· Creation of regional economic leverage 

· Area with pleasant climate 

· Pastoral rural atmosphere

· Close to traffic artery – Route 38

· Accords conceptually with Tanach Forest Plan 

· Unique tourist village

Challenges:

· In order to make the village an attractive tourist destination, environmental development is essential, which necessitates financial investment. 

12. Marketing Aspects

The village will be marketed primarily by way of travel agencies throughout Israel. An emphasis must be placed on promoting the village in the schools whether through travel agencies or directly through the marketing department of the village itself. A fit should be established between the educational content of the village and the school curriculum. 

Advantages to Be Stressed in Advertising: 

· Authentic village that integrates in a natural and original way into the environment

· Facilitates absorption of immigrant artists from Ethiopia and other countries of origin

Advertising Methods:

· Ads in national and local newspapers

· Ads in popular tour guides

· Advertising in framework of events sponsored by the Tourism Association (Amutat Ha’tayarut) 

· Web site

Target Audiences

· Schools, Community Centers, Youth Movements

· Weekend Tourists

· Families 

· Couples and Singles

· Tourists from Abroad

· Jewish Youth from Abroad

13. Recommendations for Further Planning

Further planning should include a detailed program, an analysis of the profitability of the project, and the ongoing cooperation of the Jewish National Fund. 

Similar Sites in the Region 

Ein Yael 

Since Canaanites settled around the spring in the 12th century BC, Ein Yael has been a key agricultural community throughout the ages. Magnificent mosaics and public baths remain on the site from the Roman era. At the Ein Yael Living Museum a variety of hands-on workshops are offered in the techniques and handicrafts of ancient societies including: weaving, mosaics, fresco, basketry, ceramics, agriculture, jewelry-making, grape-pressing, oil-making, and perfume-making. 

The site also offers reenactments of the pilgrimage to Jerusalem, and advance studies in traditional arts and crafts. 

Naot Kedumim Biblical Reserve 

Nature reserve that recreates a biblical agricultural setting including plants mentioned in the bible, wells, ancient agricultural devices, etc. 

Yad Hashmona Biblical Garden

Biblical garden featuring reproduction of ancient technologies, activities recreating life in an ancient village, and archeological findings from the Second Temple period. 

Ekron Museum of the History of Philistine Culture

Archeological museum at Kibbutz Revadim that relates the history of Philistine culture. Activities at the museum include olive oil production, pottery, weaving, and educational excavations. 

(1)

Titles – According to the Israel Lands Administration 

Type of Registration: Registered

Settlement: 1089

Block: 34322




Area in Square Meters: 94097.00

Parcel: 5 




Updated: 22/08/2002

Resister of Property Transactions

Type of Transaction 

Area  

Name of Client 
End of Obligation

Lease Contract 

Entire 

Moshav Tzafririm
28/08/2000
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Updated: 22/08/2002

Resister of Property Transactions
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Entire 

Moshav Tzafririm
28/08/2000
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Titles – According to the Israel Lands Administration 

Type of Registration:





Block:


To Block: 

Parcel:


To Parcel:   






Property Identification: Registered 6,34322

Area in Square Meters: 35,303

Status: Registration after settlement 

Settlement: 

Town Plan: None

Ownership: State

Area in Square Meters: 35,303

(4)

Titles – According to the Israel Lands Administration  

Type of Registration:





Block:


To Block: 

Parcel:


To Parcel:   






Property Identification: Registered, 5,34322

Area in Square Meters: 94,097

Status: Registration after settlement 

Settlement: 

Town Plan: None

Ownership: State

Area in Square Meters: 94,097

Jewish National Fund

Central Region

December 31, 2002

Makeda Community 1337

Eyal Talmor, Makeda Community 

Kfar Uria 24

99735

Re: Makeda Community – Summary of Tour on December 26, 2002

1. Eyal Talmor will send proposal for alternative site (not in Great Britain Park) in the area of Tanach Forest (West of Ajor Road – Beit Nir). 

2. It was made clear that the project will not include infrastructures.

A. Accessibility – Footpath from main road.

B. Electricity – Generator. 

C. Water – Reservoir.

D. Services – Biological. 

3. The project will not include dwellings of any sort but only pavilions for workshops. 

4. Upon approval of the updated proposal the subject will be slated for discussion by the JNF – Central Region. 

Regards,

Gershon Avni 

CC: Meir Cohen

       Yechiel Cohen 

(Letter 2: Ministry of the Interior: Registrar of Friendly Societies)

Ministry of the Interior

Registrar of Friendly Societies

Friendly Society Registration Certificate

(According to Friendly Societies Law – 1980)

This is to confirm that the friendly society: 

The Makeda Community (R.A.) 

Whose address is: 

The Talmor Family

4 Gamla Street

Kochav Yair 44864

And whose main purposes are: 

Encouragement, production, and marketing of original Ethiopian Hebrew art. 

Was registered as Friendly Society Number: 580419208

On: January 6, 2004. 

(Letter 3: Ministry of the Interior: Registrar of Friendly Societies)

State of Israel

Ministry of the Interior

Registrar of Friendly Societies

Dear Clients!

As part of service improvement, we are attaching to the Friendly Society Registration Certificate a set of notarized photocopied documents pertaining to the establishment of the friendly society. 

For use as needed. 

At your service always. 

Sincerely, 

Amiram Bogat, Advocate

Registrar of Friendly Societies

Document No.: 2624-2002

(Letter 4: Ministry of Tourism)

Ministry of Tourism

General Director’s Office

February 3, 2004

2004-0002-111

Eyal Talmor, Spokesperson 

Makeda Community 

POB 569

Beit Shemesh 99000

Re: Makeda Community Project – Educational Biblical Farm and Cultural Center

Dear Mr. Talmor: 

In reply your letter, it appears, on the face of things, that the Makeda project has a certain tourist potential, and hence the Ministry of Tourism welcomes the idea. Following an examination of the program and the advanced phases of the project’s implementation, it will be possible to determine whether the Ministry of Tourism will support in principle the project itself. 

Sincerely, 

Aharon Domav

Bank of Israel Street 5, POB 1018, Jerusalem 91009, Tel 02-6664266, Fax 02-6510358

(Letter 5: Israel Lands Administration)

Israel Lands Administration

Regional Director’s Office

September 2, 2003

Mr. Eyal Talmor

POB 569

Beit Shemesh

Re: Bloc 34322 – Makeda Community Project

Ref: Your Request of July 22, 2003

In order to seriously consider your request, the following items must be forwarded to Mr. Avishai Bar-Osher, Senior Coordinator of Lands and Planning, Finance and Budgeting Department, Ministry of Tourism. 

1. Program.

2. Blueprint of the tract of land requested, including blocs and plots, and the size of the area requested. 

3. The legal entity requesting execution of the project, including all documents relevant to the corporation or friendly society. 

We will consider forwarding your request to the Israel Lands Administration-Ministry of Tourism Joint Committee following receipt of the above documents and any additional documents or clarifications as requested by our office. 

We wish to make clear that the above does not comprise, in any shape or form, an approval of your request and/or an allocation of land. 

Sincerely,

Ezra Greenbaum

Deputy Regional Director

CC:

Mrs. Ofrat Strauss, Regional Director

Mr. Avraham Pinzi, Regional Commissioner of Mapping and Measures

Mr. Avishai Bar-Osher, Senior Coordinator of Lands and Planning, Finance and Budgeting Department, Ministry of Tourism. 

