Refereeing from the other side –tips for “team” refs

Please stay awake! It is extremely difficult for one ref to see all infringements, particularly if they are “off the ball” and/or on the far side of the pool. Important areas of concern are-

COMMENCEMENT OF PLAY:
Position yourself  on your designated goal line  - ensure some part of each kayak  is on goal line. Referees should adopt a 'Leading/ Trailing' system of control with each referee moving along the sideline generally keeping play to their left (as they view the playing area). In this way referees should move no further than 2/3

of the way from their right hand goal line. 
Only one player from each team may attempt to gain possession of the ball. Other players should be about a boat length away

SCORING A GOAL:

A goal is scored when the whole of the ball passes through the plane of the

front of the goal frame..
POSSESSION OF THE BALL

A player is in possession of the ball when they are the only player with the ball

in hand, or when they are the closest to having the ball in hand while the ball

is within their arm's reach. Legal hand tackles (flat hand push on upper arm, side or back) are only possible when a player is “in possession.”
17. BALL OUT-OF-BOUNDS:

The ball is caused to go out-of-bounds when any part of the ball touches the

line or the vertical plane of the Side-line or Goal-Line, or touches any

Overhead-obstacle or the goal supports

.
GOALKEEPER INFRINGEMENT:

occurs if an attacking player is deemed responsible for moving or unbalancing the goalkeeper either directly or through contact with

another player.

ILLEGAL PADDLE USE includes:

contacting an opponent's person with the paddle

contacting the ball with the paddle when the ball is in the hand of an

opponent

placing a paddle within an opponent's arm's reach in the direction that the

opponent is attempting to throw, catch or play the ball with their hand/s.

striking with the paddle (like a baseball strike)

throwing a paddle

playing the opponents paddle when not attempting to play the ball

any other use of the paddle that endangers a player.
5- SECONDS RULE

A player must dispose of the ball within 5 seconds of gaining possession,

either by passing it to another player or by throwing it beyond arm's reach

horizontally

. ILLEGAL PERSONAL CONTACT:

To contact an opponent's body or equipment in excess of the following limits

is a foul

Hand Tackle: other than as above

Pushing the opponent so that their head or body is likely to contact the side

of the pool., 

 Fending off a hand tackle, with forearm or hand or paddle

KAYAK TACKLE

A player may kayak-tackle an opponent who is in control of the ball by using

their kayak to push the kayak of the opponent.

General  exclusions:

 -cause the kayak to contact cockpit area and or the opponent's body,

-have the potential to break the opponent's kayak on impact. The

opponent's arm is not considered part of the body.

OBSTRUCTION

Obstruction occurs when the progress of a player is impeded by contact with

the moving kayak of an opponent outside the 6 metre.zone

A player may screen an opponent who does not control the ball by attempting

to maintain a stationary position to obstruct the opponent.

A player may obstruct an opponent who is in control of the ball.

A player in control of the ball and attempting to gain possession may obstruct

an opponent.
HOLDING

 occurs when a player restricts the movement of an opponent, or gains

support or propulsion, by placing their hand, ball in hand, arm, body, or paddle

in contact with the kayak or body of an opponent.

 ADVANTAGE:

Advantage occurs when the referees allow play to continue after an

infringement and the team that would have received the sanction is benefited

by play continuing. Advantage should be played for up to one pass after the violation.
TAKING THROWS:

A player taking any restart throw, except a Goal-Penalty-Shot) or a

Centre Restart must be relatively stationary and must hold the ball

clearly above their head before taking the throw.
The ball is not back in play until it has travelled at least one metre

horizontally beyond arm's reach of the restarting player or changed possession

to one of their teammates.

THE SPIRIT OF REFEREEING

It is a mistaken idea that it is the duty of a referee to penalise every breach of

the Rules, as this may cause undue delay and irritation. When no advantage

results to the infringing team, it is unnecessary to penalise minor

infringements. e.g 5 second, substitutions, players indulging in “horseplay” off the ball.
SIGNALS

If nothing else indicate the team to have possession after an infringement or out of bounds by horizontal arm with open hand pointing in the direction in which that team is playing.

For fuller explanations, consult the rules on www.canoepolonz.org.nz or ask Dr Sean      seanandkathy@xtra.co.nz

Personal Gear

If you plan to use Mainland gear and you have your own keyhole spraydeck, you are advised to use it; the hire gear is basic enough not to get stolen!

Personal paddles – don’t bring thin bladed paddles unless the edges are thickened up in some fashion . Whilst referees won’t be pedantic on paddle blade thickness, they will exclude obviously dangerous items

PFD’S- for your own wellbeing ensure any personal PFD used has adequate side panel protection.

Access to QEII- access to via the side door is a privilege, not a right – don’t abuse it. Close the door behind you (after ensuring the latch is snibbed so as not to lock behind you) and don’t bring in friends & relatives for a free swim. QEII has requested we issue passes this year- make sure you bring it, otherwise you may end up paying an Entry Fee.

