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The Reformation
Pre 1500: Public disillusionment with the Papacy following political meddling and schisms.
Breakdown of monastic institutions and scholasticism, and the failure of attempted reforms.
The Black Death, the Renaissance, humanism, and anticlericalism.

1514 Peasant’s War in Hungary. 

1517 Luther’s 95 Theses.
1520 Luther is excommunicated. Revolt in Spain. Revolt in Geneva (Switzerland).
1521 The Diet of Worms condemns Luther. Luther publishes his German translation of the NT.

1524 Revolt in Germany.

1530 Protestants formally reject Worms at Augsburg: Lutheran denomination formed.
1534 Luther’s translation of the OT is published.

1535 Geneva becomes Protestant: Calvin becomes its leader.

1536 Calvin’s Institutes of the Christian Religion (aka Institutes)

1538 Calvin exiled from Geneva.

1540 Calvin returns to Geneva. Ignatius of Loyola founds the Society of Jesus (aka Jesuits).
1545-63 Roman Catholic Council of Trent
1560-1648 The Counter-Reformation
Martin Luther (1483-1546)

He was studying law at University, but for some reason (almost hit by lightning? fled his father’s beatings?) suddenly joined a monastery and became a monk. Luther never felt at peace with God or free from his sin despite constant fasting, confessions, prayers, pilgrimages and flagellations (!). His superior, concerned for him, hoped to distract him somewhat from this by ordering Luther to pursue an academic career. Luther gained a doctorate in Theology and became a lecturer. Theologically, he came to believe that he and many in the Church had been misunderstanding the phrase “the justice of God” – that it did not mean that God was just and sinners not, but that God made sinners just. In 1517, Luther spoke out against Indulgences on these grounds and published his famous 95 Theses. In 1520 the Pope excommunicated Luther, who burned the Pope’s declaration. In a council at Worms in 1521 Luther refused to recant “Unless I am convicted by Scripture and plain reason — I do not accept the authority of popes and councils, for they have contradicted each other — my conscience is captive to the Word of God. I cannot and will not recant anything, for to go against conscience is neither right nor safe.”
Interesting (dodgy) points about Luther’s Bible translation:

· It deliberately added the word “alone” to one of Paul’s statements that we are “justified by faith”.
· Luther appendicised: Hebrews, James (“an epistle of straw”), Jude, Revelation (Luther could “in no way detect that the Holy Spirit produced it”), and the OT Apocryphal books (Tobit, Judith, 1&2 Maccabees, Wisdom, Sirach, Baruch, and the additions to Esther and Daniel).
John Calvin (1509-1564)
Calvin was trained as a lawyer and successful was at his practice. After both he and the city of Geneva had joined the Protestant movement, he was invited to participate in the government and church reforms of the city in 1535. The citizens felt Calvin’s government was too similar to the Catholic one they had rejected, so they exiled him in 1538. But political changes brought him back in 1540 and Geneva was ruled down very conservative lines and became (in)famous for the exceedingly strict moral code built into the laws. His great work was The Institutes of the Christian Religion, a complete statement of Protestant beliefs. He also published numerous volumes of Biblical commentaries. He was famous in particular for his doctrine of Predestination – the theology we associate with Calvinism today. His reputation has been always marred somewhat by the burning of a heretic under his government.
The Protestant paradigm:

Law Court: God – Judge, Man – guilty defendant

God, being just / holy / righteous, had to be a just judge and deal out punishment for sin. But God, in his love and mercy, didn’t want to punish us eternally. Jesus took our punishment instead. Now, if we accept what Jesus has done, justice has been satisfied enabling God to declare us not-guilty (ie “justifying” us). After we have accepted Jesus, God sees only Jesus’ perfection when he looks at us.
Thus justification is by faith alone, not works. Justification is God’s declaration of our righteousness (“imputed righteousness”) despite the fact that we are sinners. This paradigm considers the problem not to be actual sin, but guilt. Sanctification (the removal/ceasing of the actual sin) is something God does through the spirit after we are saved, but is unimportant for salvation. Good works are hence the fruit of salvation, but have nothing to do with obtaining it.
Compare to the Roman Catholic view:
In which the actual spiritual corruption and damage caused by sin is considered as important as the guilt caused by the transgression of God’s laws. Thus “justification” to the Catholics is where God makes us actually righteous (“infused righteousness”) – justification to the Catholics incorporated sanctification in a way that was unacceptable to the reformers. Also the Catholics asserted that we participated in this sanctification – it was up to us to strive to act more morally, to do penances to discipline our spirits towards righteousness etc. Thus according to Roman Catholic teaching, we participate in the process of justification.

Protestant “Justification”
Catholic “Justification”
One off event
Process

God’s declaration (contrary to fact)
God’s work in us / God’s declaration (actually changing us)

Focus is on the forgiveness of our sin
Focus is on making us Christ-like

Done by God entirely
A joint action of God and the believer
In response to the believer’s faith alone
Requires striving for spiritual growth and union with God

Our faith gives us certainty of our salvation
You can’t have certainty, only confidence of salvation
Sanctification is separate: it follows after
Sanctification is part of Justification
Sanctification done by God entirely
Sanctification is done by us and God working together

Good works are a fruit of Sanctification
Good works are an input towards Justification
The Reformers conceived of Justification as a one-off salvation event that consists of a declaration by God that your sins are forgiven, and then sanctification takes place under God’s control. The Catholics conceived of Justification as a process which included sanctification where God forgave your sins and you worked with him for spiritual sanctification. This process may not be completed prior to death, in which case it could be completed in purgatory. The discussion is still going… eg The Lutheran-Catholic Joint Declaration on the Doctrine of Justification (1999). 
Important Protestant doctrines:
· Sola Fide: Salvation by faith alone. Justification by faith alone.

· Sola Scriptura: Scripture alone (and hence not the Pope, or Church traditions) is infallible.

· Penal Substitution view of the Atonement. (a slight modification of Anselm’s Satisfaction theory)
· The Priesthood of every believer – and hence, more importantly: The ability and right of each and every believer to interpret the bible for themselves and the necessity of access to bibles for everyone.

· The dead should not be prayed to or for.

· Iconoclasm: Neither icons (images) nor statues should be used in churches.

· You can have certainty of your salvation through your faith.

	

Protestant
	Catholic (Council of Trent)

	Justification by faith -- Christ's sacrifice atones for all sins, and it is only necessary to believe in it to be saved. There is nothing humans can do by their own efforts to add or detract from it.
	Both faith and good works (acts of devotion, charity, the sacraments, etc.) are necessary for salvation.

	The priesthood of all believers -- all believers have equal access to God and no other earthly intermediaries are needed. This does not mean that the flock does not need teachers, but there are no special sacramental functions belonging to any particular class.
	The Catholic priesthood is necessary as only priests can perform the sacraments necessary for spiritual health and correctly interpret the meaning of scripture.

	The scriptures as the only source of true doctrine -- studying and understanding the scriptures is therefore important to all believers. Translating the Bible into the vernacular tongues and making it available to all is essential.
	Scripture is only one way in which doctrine is revealed; the decisions of church councils, encyclicals from the Pope, tradition, etc. are all part of it. Only the priesthood of the church can correctly interpret the meaning of scripture -- do not try this at home.

	Christ's sacrifice happened only once, and no repeat of that sacrifice is necessary. Although Calvinists and Lutherans believe God is present at the sacrament and it nourishes the faithful spiritually, the bread and wine are not literally the body and blood of Christ. Zwinglians take a more extreme view that the sacrament is only symbolic. Everyone takes both bread and wine.
	The Eucharist is a mystery in which the sacrifice of Christ is reenacted; the bread and wine become spiritually transformed into the true body and blood of the Lord (the doctrine of transubstantiation). Only priests partake of the wine and bread, the populace only takes the bread.

	No heavenly intermediaries are needed to intercede with God. Although the Virgin Mary, saints, and angels are all in heaven, they should not be the objects of prayer or veneration. The making of images encourages idolatrous worship that should be directed at the more abstract concept of God.
	The saints and angels should not be worshipped, but their intercession is valuable. The Virgin Mary is worthy of special honour. Religious images should not be worshipped, but they help to inspire devotion.

	God's foreknowledge and omnipotence mean that everyone is predestined to their fate: either to be or not to be one of the elect. Human action avails nothing.
	God's omnipotence does not restrict human will, and each individual is still responsible for earning their own salvation.

	The Bible only documents two sacraments: baptism and the Lord's Supper (so called to distinguish the Protestant practice from the Catholic Eucharist). No priestly status is required to perform them, although ministers to the church are necessary and useful to directing and guiding it.
	There are seven sacraments: baptism, Eucharist, penance (confession/ absolution), confirmation, marriage, holy orders, extreme unction (last rites). Of these, baptism can be performed by anyone in an emergency, and marriage (a historical newcomer to the list) is technically bestowed by the two partners on one another -- all the rest can only be performed by a priest.


(From: http://www.lepg.org/religion.htm)
Certainty of Salvation:

1 John 5:10-13

Those who believe in the Son of God have the testimony in their hearts. Those who do not believe in God have made him a liar by not believing in the testimony that God has given concerning his Son. 11 And this is the testimony: God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 12 Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life. 13 I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you may know that you have eternal life.
1 Thessalonians 1:4-5

For we know, brothers and sisters beloved by God, that he has chosen you, 5 because our message of the gospel came to you not in word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know what kind of persons we proved to be among you for your sake.
2 Timothy 4:6-8

As for me, I am already being poured out as a libation, and the time of my departure has come. 7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8 From now on there is reserved for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will give me on that day, and not only to me but also to all who have longed for his appearing.
The Priesthood of Every Believer:
1 Peter 2:4-9

4 Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God's sight, and 5 like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 For it stands in scripture: "See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame." 7 To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, "The stone that the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner," 8 and "A stone that makes them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall." They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God's own people, in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.

Revelation 1:4-6

Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, 5 and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth.  To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, 6 and made us to be a kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

Papal Authority:

Matthew 16:15-19

He said to them, "But who do you say that I am?" 16 Simon Peter answered, "You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God." 17 And Jesus answered him, "Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. 18 And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven."
John 21:15-17

When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon son of John, do you love me more than these?" He said to him, "Yes, Lord; you know that I love you." Jesus said to him, "Feed my lambs." 16 A second time he said to him, "Simon son of John, do you love me?" He said to him, "Yes, Lord; you know that I love you." Jesus said to him, "Tend my sheep." 17 He said to him the third time, "Simon son of John, do you love me?" Peter felt hurt because he said to him the third time, "Do you love me?" And he said to him, "Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you." Jesus said to him, "Feed my sheep.

Justification: 
To make X righteous / right / innocent? (Roman Catholic)

To declare X righteous? (Protestant)

To believe X to be righteous?

To show / demonstrate / prove X to be / gain recognition that X is righteous?
}

To account / recognise / record X to be righteous?
}

Job 32:2 
Then Elihu son of Barachel the Buzite, of the family of Ram, became angry. He was angry at Job because he justified himself rather than God; 

Job 33:32 
If you have anything to say, answer me; speak, for I desire to justify you. 

Job 40:8 
Will you even put me in the wrong? Will you condemn me that you may be justified? 

Psalms 51:4 
Against you, you alone, have I sinned, and done what is evil in your sight, so that you are justified in your sentence and blameless when you pass judgment. 

Isaiah 43:9 
Let all the nations gather together, and let the peoples assemble. Who among them declared this, and foretold to us the former things? Let them bring their witnesses to justify them, and let them hear and say, "It is true." 

Matthew 12:37 
for by your words you will be justified, and by your words you will be condemned." 

Luke 10:29
But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, "And who is my neighbor?" 

Luke 16:15 
So he said to them, "You are those who justify yourselves in the sight of others; but God knows your hearts; for what is prized by human beings is an abomination in the sight of God. 

Luke 18:14
I tell you, this man went down to his home justified rather than the other; for all who exalt themselves will be humbled, but all who humble themselves will be exalted." 

Acts 18:14 
Just as Paul was about to speak, Gallio said to the Jews, "If it were a matter of crime or serious villainy, I would be justified in accepting the complaint of you Jews; 

Acts 19:40 
For we are in danger of being charged with rioting today, since there is no cause that we can give to justify this commotion." 

Romans 2:13 
For it is not the hearers of the law who are righteous in God's sight, but the doers of the law who will be justified. 

Romans 3:4
By no means! Although everyone is a liar, let God be proved true, as it is written, "So that you may be justified in your words, and prevail in your judging." 

Romans 3:20 
For "no human being will be justified in his sight" by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 

Romans 3:24 
they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 

Romans 3:28 
For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the law. 

Romans 3:30 
since God is one; and he will justify the circumcised on the ground of faith and the uncircumcised through that same faith. 

Romans 4:2
For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. 

Romans 4:25
who was handed over to death for our trespasses and was raised for our justification. 

Romans 5:1
Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

Romans 5:9
Much more surely then, now that we have been justified by his blood, will we be saved through him from the wrath of God. 

Romans 5:16 
And the free gift is not like the effect of the one man's sin. For the judgment following one trespass brought condemnation, but the free gift following many trespasses brings justification. 

Romans 5:18 
Therefore just as one man's trespass led to condemnation for all, so one man's act of righteousness leads to justification and life for all. 

Romans 5:21 
so that, just as sin exercised dominion in death, so grace might also exercise dominion through justification leading to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Romans 8:30 
And those whom he predestined he also called; and those whom he called he also justified; and those whom he justified he also glorified. 

Romans 10:10 
For one believes with the heart and so is justified, and one confesses with the mouth and so is saved. 

1 Cor. 6:11
And this is what some of you used to be. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of our God. 

2 Cor. 3:9 
For if there was glory in the ministry of condemnation, much more does the ministry of justification abound in glory! 

Galatians 2:16 
yet we know that a person is justified not by the works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ. And we have come to believe in Christ Jesus, so that we might be justified by faith in Christ, and not by doing the works of the law, because no one will be justified by the works of the law. 

Galatians 2:17 
But if, in our effort to be justified in Christ, we ourselves have been found to be sinners, is Christ then a servant of sin? Certainly not! 

Galatians 2:21 
I do not nullify the grace of God; for if justification comes through the law, then Christ died for nothing. 

Galatians 3:8 
And the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, declared the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, "All the Gentiles shall be blessed in you." 

Galatians 3:11 
Now it is evident that no one is justified before God by the law; for "The one who is righteous will live by faith." 

Galatians 3:24 
Therefore the law was our disciplinarian until Christ came, so that we might be justified by faith. 

Galatians 5:4 
You who want to be justified by the law have cut yourselves off from Christ; you have fallen away from grace. 

Titus 3:7 
so that, having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 

James 2:21 
Was not our ancestor Abraham justified by works when he offered his son Isaac on the altar? 

James 2:24 
You see that a person is justified by works and not by faith alone. 

James 2:25 
Likewise, was not Rahab the prostitute also justified by works when she welcomed the messengers and sent them out by another road? 

The “New Perspective” (?)








