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Greek Christian Theology
In the study on Inclusivism we noted that the Greek theologians were inclusivists or universalists, and in the last study we looked at their doctrine of Deification. Their focus was not on getting God to send anyone to heaven (there was no clearly developed doctrine of heaven and hell at this time) –they thought that God would doubtless eventually save most or all people, and that if it depended on God then they could trust him to be merciful. They were far more concerned with sin and death. To them, the biggest problem humanity faced was not hell, but physical death and our sinful nature.
In God, they believed, resided immortality and incorruption, and by participation in the nature of God, created things were able to share that. (Participation was seen as a grey-scale not as an either/or thing) But through sin –rebellion and rejection of God– the created order had reduced its participation in God to such an extent that it was no longer shielded from its natural tendency towards decay and corruption and ultimately complete non-existence. And because of the presence of death in the world, people were afraid and became self centred, and as a result sin proliferated. Where originally, God had created Man in his image, desiring man to grow more and more into his moral likeness, now man was growing less like him and passing into non-existence.

Thus the solution required the union between God and man to be restored. They believed that this had taken place in the person of Christ: In Him, God had become Man, thereby infusing humanity with His Essence, and in doing so, deifying creation. Thus because it now shared in God’s nature, Man and creation would one day be restored in incorruption and immortality. (Many also pointed out, that even if there was no problem of death, God would have become a man in order to deify humanity further anyway) Thus, with the assurance of the future resurrection to immortality provided by Jesus, the power of sin was broken. Our remaining salvation consists in our sanctification – our joint work with the spirit to remove all sin from us and grow in holiness.

The most famous work on the subject is Athanasius’s On the Incarnation of the Word (318AD) “a very great book….. a masterpiece” (CS Lewis, in his introduction to a translation of the work) 
Thus they saw as important the beliefs that:


1. Jesus must have been fully divine or else he could not have deified humanity: He must have been the Word through whom the world was created and in whos image we are made or else he could not have renewed creation or restored the image.
This led to the Arian controversy when Bishop Arius (318AD) started preaching that Jesus wasn’t fully God, just a super demi-god. The first universal Christian council (Nicea 325AD) responded that Jesus was: “eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten not made, of one Being with the Father, through whom all things were made”


2. The spirit is a fully divine person (not a power) or else he could not deify humanity by his indwelling. (Second universal council, Constantinople 381AD against Macedonius)


3. Jesus must have fully united both human and divine natures in one person in order for the divinity of God to be united with humanity. Thus Nestorius was condemned (Third universal council, Ephesus 431AD) for teaching that in Christ there was both a human person and a divine person – that Christ was a human, who had had the spirit of God come upon him at his Baptism and leave him at his death. And since humanity and divinity cannot be separated in the person of the saviour, neither can they be separated in our salvation: Thus Pelagius was condemned too for teaching that sanctification can be achieved, in practice, by human will alone.


4. Both the divine and human natures were maintained in the person of Christ: His humanity was not absorbed or dissolved into his divinity at the expense of the humanity. For if Christ’s humanity had been destroyed in his incarnation, then our humanity would be destroyed in our deification. The Fourth Council (Chalcedon 451AD) declared (against the “monophysites”) that the union of natures was “without confusion, without change, without division, without separation”. 

Nicene Creed (Written by the First and Second Councils, completed 381 AD)
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father [and the Son]. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen.

Definition of Chalcedon (Written by the Fourth Council, 451 AD)

Following, then, the holy fathers, we unite in teaching all men to confess the one and only Son, our Lord Jesus Christ.  This selfsame one is perfect both in deity and in humanness; this selfsame one is also actually God and actually man, with a rational soul [meaning human soul] and a body.  He is of the same reality as God as far as his deity is concerned and of the same reality as we ourselves as far as his humanness is concerned; thus like us in all respects, sin only excepted.  Before time began he was begotten of the Father, in respect of his deity, and now in these "last days," for us and behalf of our salvation, this selfsame one was born of Mary the virgin, who is God-bearer in respect of his humanness.

We also teach that we apprehend this one and only Christ-Son, Lord, only-begotten - in two natures; and we do this without confusing the two natures, without transmuting one nature into the other, without dividing them into two separate categories, without contrasting them according to area or function.  The distinctiveness of each nature is not nullified by the union.  Instead, the "properties" of each nature are conserved and both natures concur in one "person" and in one reality.  They are not divided or cut into two persons, but are together the one and only and only-begotten Word of God, the Lord Jesus Christ. Thus have the prophets of old testified; thus the Lord Jesus Christ himself taught us; thus the Symbol of Fathers [the Nicene Creed] has handed down to us.

Divinity of Christ:

John 1:1-5, 9-14

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4 in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.... 

9 The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. full of grace and truth. 
 and his own people did not accept him. 12 But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father's only son,  10 He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. 11 He came to what was his own, 
John 17:1-5

1 After Jesus had spoken these words, he looked up to heaven and said, "Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, 2 since you have given him authority over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. 3 And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 4 I glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to do. 5 So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had in your presence before the world existed. 

John 10:30

The Father and I are one.


Hebrews 1:1-4

1 Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, 2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom he also created the worlds. 3 He is the reflection of God's glory and the exact imprint of God's very being, and he sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 4 having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. 

Colossians 1:13-22

13 He has rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; 16 for in through death, so as to present you holy and blameless and irreproachable before him
in his fleshly body him all things hold together. 18 He is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in everything. 19 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross. 21 And you who were once estranged and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, 22 he has now reconciled him all things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been created through him and for him. 17 He himself is before all things, and in 
Romans 1:3-4

the gospel concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh 4 and was declared to be Son of God with power according to the spirit of holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord,

Framework of sin causing death, and Christ dealing with death and bringing immortality:

Hebrews 2:10-11, 14-15

10 It was fitting that God, for whom and through whom all things exist, in bringing many children to glory, should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect through sufferings. 11 For the one who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one Father....

14 Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, he himself likewise shared the same things, so that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, 15 and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by the fear of death.

1 Corinthians 15:21-22, 53-57

21 For since death came through a human being, the resurrection of the dead has also come through a human being; 22 for as all die in Adam, so all will be made alive in Christ....

53 For this perishable body must put on imperishability, and this mortal body must put on immortality. 54 When this perishable body puts on imperishability, and this mortal body puts on immortality, then the saying that is written will be fulfilled: "Death has been swallowed up in victory." 55 "Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?" 56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

2 Timothy 1:9-10

This grace was given to us in Christ Jesus before the ages began, 10 but it has now been revealed through the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. 

1 Peter 1:23

23 You have been born anew, not of perishable but of imperishable seed, through the living and enduring word of God.


Ephesians 5:31-32

31 "For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two will become one flesh." 32 This is a great mystery, and I am applying it to Christ and the church.

1 John 3:8

8 Everyone who commits sin is a child of the devil; for the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The Son of God was revealed for this purpose, to destroy the works of the devil. 

Wisdom of Solomon 2:23-24

23 for God created us for incorruption, and made us in the image of his own eternity, 24 but through the devil's envy death entered the world, and those who belong to his company experience it.
Romans 5:12-21

12 Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death came through sin, and so death spread to all because all have sinned— 13 sin was indeed in the world before the law, but sin is not reckoned when there is no law. 14 Yet death exercised dominion from Adam to Moses, even over those whose sins were not like the transgression of Adam, who is a type of the one who was to come. 15 But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died through the one man's trespass, much more surely have the grace of God and the free gift in the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, abounded for the many. 16 And the free gift is not like the effect of the one man's sin. For the judgment following one trespass brought condemnation, but the free gift following many trespasses brings justification. 17 If, because of the one man's trespass, death exercised dominion through that one, much more surely will those who receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of righteousness exercise dominion in life through the one man, Jesus Christ. 18 Therefore just as one man's trespass led to condemnation for all, so one man's act of righteousness leads to justification and life for all. 19 For just as by the one man's disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man's obedience the many will be made righteous. 20 But law came in, with the result that the trespass multiplied; but where sin increased, grace abounded all the more, 21 so that, just as sin exercised dominion in death, so grace might also exercise dominion through justification leading to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Romans 6:1-11, 21-23
1 What then are we to say? Should we continue in sin in order that grace may abound? 2 By no means! How can we who died to sin go on living in it? 3 Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. 5 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. 6 We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. 7 For whoever has died is freed from sin. 8 But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 9 We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. 10 The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. 11 So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus….

21 So what advantage did you then get from the things of which you now are ashamed? The end of those things is death. 22 But now that you have been freed from sin and enslaved to God, the advantage you get is sanctification. The end is eternal life. 23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

