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Latin Theology: Augustine, Anselm and Aquinas
There were very very few notable theologians writing in Latin during the first 1000 years of Church history: By the time Latin had become a widely used language in the West, the Dark Ages had arrived. The only Latin theologians of any real note were Tertullian (~200) (who later joined the Montanist cult); Origin (~230) who was later condemned for heresy – though he wrote in Greek, his works were translated; and Augustine. By contrast, the Greek theological tradition had dozens of influential theologians. Hence Augustine exercised an absolutely huge influence on later Western Christianity… vastly more than any other theologian in history. While Greek Christianity was renowned for the study of theology and mysticism, Latin Christianity was known for its study of faith and morality. Augustine, despite being a theologian, was no exception, eg his Against Lying, On the Profit of Believing, On the Good of Marriage, On Holy Virginity, On Patience, On Rebuke and Grace etc.
Augustine of Hippo (354-430)

He had a Christian upbringing, but while studying philosophy descended into a very “worldly” life… he had an illegitimate child, became a drunkard, had endless problems with sexual immorality and mistresses, and became a Manichaean (a Persian cultic religion). Eventually he rejected this and became a Christian at the age of 33. He became the Bishop of Hippo (in North Africa) at 42, and died at age 76 as Hippo fell to the Vandal invaders – the beginning of the Dark Ages as the Western Roman Empire collapsed.
He was an absolutely prolific author and speaker: 6 million words (~12,000 pages) survive. He couldn’t speak Greek and was dependent on dubious Latin translations of the Bible and later on Jerome’s slightly less dubious Vulgate translation. He also couldn’t read what the Greek theologians were writing, and thus to a large extent he reinvented the wheel: From those sources he could use, he himself formulated a basic framework that was quite different to the Greek one. Theologically, he is particularly famous for:

· Being influenced by Classical Greek philosophy and using neoplatonic philosophy in Christian theology.
· Original Sin: His “low” view of man – the inherent falleness and evilness of sinful human nature. (He himself had had experience of complete helplessness in sin)

· Consequently, the lack of free will in man to will towards goodness, and hence the complete role of God in man’s salvation => His doctrine of “Double Predestination”

· The power and importance and necessity of Baptism. (He had himself experienced a great moral reform in his life that coincided with his baptism) He further argued that Baptism caused salvation. (Following Tertullian, he had a developed doctrine of heaven/hell)
· His work On the Trinity in which he took a fundamentally different approach to the Greeks by starting with, and stressing, the unity of the Divine nature. (whereas the Greeks stressed the distinctiveness of the persons and the monarchy of the Father)

Not following the Greek framework, he virtually never mentions deification. Following Origin, his view of Christ’s work was one of Ransom – that Satan had power over the souls of humanity, but that Christ had offered his own soul in exchange, and the devil had been tricked.

An interesting side-effect of Augustine’s baptism theology resulted during the middle ages:
If the mother died in childbirth, the midwife was supposed to cut her open and extract the baby so that she could baptize it. Since unbaptised babies went to hell because they were guilty of Original Sin, it was necessary to baptise them to assure their eternal salvation.

Anselm of Canterbury (1033-1109)
The first figure of a new movement in Latin Christianity, called “scholasticism”, in which the study of theology was renewed in Western Europe and was connected with the rise of universities. Born in Italy, but educated in France, he became a teacher/lecturer in theology, and eventually the Archbishop of Canterbury (England) at the age of 60. He is famous for two things:

1. His Ontological Argument for the existence of God:
Definition: God is that which nothing greater than can be conceived.

The existence of God would be greater than the mere idea of God, since that which exists in reality as well as the mind is greater than that which only exists as an idea in the mind. Thus if God did not exist there would be something conceivable greater than God – a God exactly the same but who did exist. Hence, by definition, God must exist.

2. His Why God Became Man:

He criticised the popular “Ransom from Satan” theory (Augustine’s / Origen’s), arguing that the devil –being unjust– could never have any just right to our souls. Thus, to regain our souls from the devil, God wouldn’t have to trick the devil out of his rights, but rather would be entirely justified in using mere force to rightfully take back from the devil what the devil had stolen.
In its place Anselm proposed the “Satisfaction” theory of the atonement:

That man, in sinning, fails to give to God what he should, and commits an infinite offence against God (since God is infinite). It is fitting, that God should not only be Lord, but be seen to be Lord and receive the honour that is His due. Thus, it is fitting that God should respond to this by demonstrating His Lordship by dealing infinite retribution against the sinner since this accurately demonstrates the difference in glory/authority between God and created man. Finite beings could never escape this by making up for their failings – they owed God their whole lives anyway, so nothing that they could give to God or do would add credit to their account. But Jesus lived his life in full submission to God’s will and thereby created an infinite credit (being the infinite God) – since not being a created thing, he was not obligated to submit, but did so voluntarily, thereby gaining positive credit. Thus, by recognising and accepting Jesus’ submission on our behalf and accepting him as our Lord we can partake of his excess credit, and God can fittingly account His honour “satisfied” and can let us into heaven.
Notable is Anselm’s complete dependence upon logic (well actually, on his notion of what “is fitting”… which leads him elsewhere into some bizarre assertions about angels etc) rather than Scripture. Presumably he believed his theory was Scriptural, but he doesn’t quote it at all when expounding it. Following him, Latin theologians (and subsequently Protestants, though they modified it slightly) all but universally rejected the Ransom model and adopted Anselm’s model as their framework.
Thomas Aquinas (1225-1274)
Born in Italy, became a lecturer in Theology at the University of Paris. Famed for his teaching, he spent years lecturing throughout Italy. At this time the texts of Aristotle (4th century BC Greek philosopher) had just been (re)translated into Latin, and there was huge intellectual discussions stimulated about the relationship of Classical Greek philosophy to Christianity. His monumental work was his Summa Theologica, designed as a textbook for school students in which he sets out to discuss every aspect of theology and philosophy. It took him eight years to write and includes over 3000 articles in a “Statement of doctrine… Here are the possible objections… Here is why those objections are wrong” format, and deals with over 10,000 objections! Ironically, shortly before he completed the work he had a mystical experience and afterwards declared “All that I have written seems to me like straw compared to what has now been revealed to me,” and wanted to burn the work. His friends succeeded in stopping him, however he discontinued his writing of it. He died at the age of 49. The Summa is famous as being a complete exposition of Roman Catholic doctrine, and for its synthesis of Christian and Classical Greek philosophy.

Original sin, and the complete falleness of man:

Psalm 51:5

Indeed, I was born guilty, a sinner when my mother conceived me.
Rom 3:9-18

we have already charged that all, both Jews and Greeks, are under the power of sin, 10 as it is written: "There is no one who is righteous, not even one; 11 there is no one who has understanding, there is no one who seeks God. 12 All have turned aside, together they have become worthless; there is no one who shows kindness, there is not even one." 13 "Their throats are opened graves; they use their tongues to deceive." "The venom of vipers is under their lips." 14 "Their mouths are full of cursing and bitterness." 15 "Their feet are swift to shed blood; 16 ruin and misery are in their paths, 17 and the way of peace they have not known." 18 "There is no fear of God before their eyes."

Romans 5:12

“Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death came through sin, and so death spread to all because all have sinned” (NRSV)

“…and so death spread to all men, through one man, in whom all men sinned." (Vulgate)
Baptism and its importance:

Mark 1:4 / Luke 3:3

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.

Colossians 2:12

when you were buried with him in baptism, you were also raised with him through faith in the power of God, who raised him from the dead. 

Mark 16:16 (Addition)

The one who believes and is baptized will be saved; but the one who does not believe will be condemned.
Luke 7:30

But by refusing to be baptized by him, the Pharisees and the lawyers rejected God's purpose for themselves.

1 Peter 3:21

And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 

Acts 2:38

Peter said to them, "Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

Ransom from Satan:
Psalm 49:15

But God will ransom my soul from the power of Sheol, for he will receive me.

Hosea 13:14

Shall I ransom them from the power of Sheol? Shall I redeem them from Death?

Matthew 20:28 / Mark 10:45

the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for many.

1 Timothy 2:5-6

Christ Jesus, himself human, 6 who gave himself a ransom for all —this was attested at the right time

Hebrews 2:14

Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, he himself likewise shared the same things, so that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil,

1 John 3:8

The Son of God was revealed for this purpose, to destroy the works of the devil.

Anselm’s Satisfaction model:
John 1:29

The next day he [John] saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, "Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!”
1 Corinthians 15:3

For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures,

2 Corinthians 5:21

For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.
Romans 5:6-8

For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7 Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person someone might actually dare to die. 8 But God proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us.

1 Peter 2:24

He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that, free from sins, we might live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed.

Hebrews 9:28

so Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time, not to deal with sin, but to save those who are eagerly waiting for him.
Isaiah 53:6

All we like sheep have gone astray; we have all turned to our own way, and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all.

Philippians 2:5-8

Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, 7 but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, 8 he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death— even death on a cross.

