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Foreknowledge and Free Will
By the 1580s Protestantism was a prominent force in Holland, in the form of the Dutch Reformed Church. When a layman named Dirk Koornhert began attacking the doctrine of predestination, Jacob Arminius (a professor of theology) was called upon to respond. While studying the Bible to formulate his rebuttal, Arminius became convinced Koornhert was right. After Arminius died in 1609, his followers (arminians) published a statement of their beliefs in 1610: the Remonstrance. They rejected five points of Calvinism.

Arminianism

1. Man is fallen and cannot do anything good without God’s help.

2. God decided at the beginning of time to save anyone who believed.
3. Christ died for all men, but his work only becomes effective for those who believe.
4. Everything man does good is due to God’s grace, but man can resist this grace.

5. As long as Christians continue in the faith their salvation is assured. We’re not sure whether they can fall away or not.

A synod was called against Arminianism (Dort 1618-19), which responded to the five Arminian statements and from which we get the acronym TULIP:

Calvinism

1. Total Depravity: Man is wholly incapable of doing good.

2. Unconditional Election: God has picked certain people and decided to save them, this decision was not based on his foreknowledge, or any merits they had, but solely on his good pleasure.

3. Limited Atonement: Christ died for those whom God had decided to save, which was not everyone.

4. Irresistible Grace: No one can resist the grace of God. If God wants to save you, you will be saved.
5. Perseverance of the Saints: It is not possible for any of God’s chosen to fall away once saved.

The ongoing battle between Calvinism and Arminianism dominated mainstream Protestant theology for 300 years. There has been an huge amount of propaganda, mud-slinging, condemnations, accusations of “preaching another gospel” and bitterness. Getting the positions clear:

Calvinism: God is completely sovereign and the ultimate goal is His glorification. He decides arbitrarily, according to his secret purposes and good pleasure, who He will save and who He will not. No one deserves salvation, so it is purely God’s choice as to who He will have mercy on and who not. He saves some and not others based on his choice and this demonstrates His sovereign glory.

Arminianism: God wants all to be saved, but salvation require faith. God enables everyone to have faith, but they are capable of rejecting his grace due to free will. Any who believe will be saved.
This however has all happened before…

Until ~400AD Christians were all free-willers. Augustine (354-430) however, taught Calvinistic predestination and would have agreed with TULIP.

Pelagius (~410AD) was born in Britain but moved east. He taught that Adam’s sin hurt himself only, and that man just needed to do good to go to heaven and anyone could. He first moved to North Africa and left some followers there and then moved to Jerusalem. Augustine (who lived in North Africa) strongly objected to Pelagius’ idea that man had no need of God’s enabling grace in order to do good and had his followers condemned at a church council. He requested the Greeks condemn Pelagius, but they responded that Pelagius was a teacher of good reputation among them and that Augustine’s complaint was trivial. However a Greek theologian John Cassian (d. 435) argued that separating God’s grace from human works is similar to separating the Godhood of Christ from the Manhood of Christ (the Nestorian heresy). Thus the Greeks finally condemned Pelagius (after his death) along with Nestorius at the third universal council, in Ephesus  in 431AD. However, to the later Augustinian-influenced Latin Christians, because Cassian and Pelagius both followed the standard Greek theological ideas, their positions looked pretty similar. Cassian’s followers in France (who may have misunderstood Cassian slightly) were branded “semi-pelagians” and condemned by the Latin Christians.
But, thus, according to the third universal Council: Pelagianism is a heresy, because it denies that God and man work together in man’s salvation – at all times God and man are either working together or not at all, there is never any one-sided action going on. (Thus the Council would have condemned Calvinism on the same grounds that it condemned Pelagianism.)

…this is why Calvinists have often called (and continue to call) Arminians “semi-pelagian heretics” and accuse Arminians of falling into “error of Pelagius”. There were numerous entire books written in this vein. What they don’t realize is why Pelagius was condemned as a heretic! As can be imagined, the Greeks didn’t think much of Calvinism when they got wind of it. The Council of Jerusalem in 1672 denounced Calvinistic predestination as “most wicked heretics… profane and impious… contradicting Scripture… the greatest possible defamation of God, the greatest possible injury and blasphemy of God… Far be it from us, while we have our senses, thus to believe, or to think; and we do subject to an eternal anathema those who say and think such things, and esteem them to be worse than any infidels.”
The trouble with the Calvinist vs Arminian controversy is that the Bible appears to support both. Thus why neither position has beaten the other in 300 years. Some passages:
Pro-Calvinism/Anti-Arminianistic
Revelation 7:10 "Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!"
John 6:44 "No one can come to me unless drawn by the Father who sent me; and I will raise that person up on the last day." 

Romans 9:16 "So it depends not on human will or exertion, but on God who shows mercy." 

Ephesians 1:4-5 “he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in love. 5 He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will”

John 1:13 “born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.” 

John 10:15 “I lay down my life for the sheep.”
Ephesians 5:25 "Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her" 

John 15:16 "You did not choose me, but I chose you." 

Ephesians 1:11 "In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will" 

1 Thessalonians 1:4-5 "For we know, brothers and sisters beloved by God, that he has chosen you, 5 because our message of the gospel came to you not in word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction”
Romans 9:11-12 " Even before they had been born or had done anything good or bad (so that God's purpose of election might continue, 12 not by works but by his call) she was told, "The elder shall serve the younger.”" 

1 John 2:19 "They went out from us, but they did not belong to us; for if they had belonged to us, they would have remained with us. But by going out they made it plain that none of them belongs to us.”
Philippians 1:6 "I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ.”
Pro-Arminian/Anti-Calvinistic
1 John 2:2 “he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.”

1 Corinthians 5:14-19 “For the love of Christ urges us on, because we are convinced that one has died for all; therefore all have died. 15 And he died for all, so that those who live might live no longer for themselves, but for him who died and was raised for them… in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself”

1 Timothy 2:4 God “desires everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.”
1 Peter 3:9 “The Lord is not slow about his promise, as some think of slowness, but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish, but all to come to repentance.”
Matthew 18:14 “it is not the will of your Father in heaven that one of these little ones should be lost.”
2 Peter 2:20-21 “if, after they have escaped the defilements of the world through the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them and overpowered, the last state has become worse for them than the first. 21 For it would have been better for them never to have known the way of righteousness than, after knowing it, to turn back from the holy commandment that was passed on to them.”

Molinism
In response to the Calvinism of the Reformers, the Roman Catholic theologian Luis de Molina (1535-1600) expounded Molinism. Roman Catholics generally believed that both predestination and free-will were true, but were at a loss as to how to reconcile the ideas. Molina suggested:

Free human beings will behave different in different situations. Thus if God puts me in a world with a red-apple tree, I might freely choose to eat the red apple, but in a world where the apple was green I might choose not to. Now if God can see what I would freely choose to do in [i]every[/i] possible situation I was put in, God can effectively make me do freely whatever He wants by putting me in a situation where I will freely choose what He wants. So maybe God in His Omniscience can see all possible worlds in which free humans are doing different things depending on exactly how the world is. If this is so, then He can choose which world to actually create, and thus both predestination and free-will are true.

Molinism (or “Middle Knowledge”) is becoming increasingly popular among Protestants today, and is widely regarded as a form of Arminianism because God’s predestination is based on His foreknowledge and human free-will is preserved.
The Open View
This 20th century idea says that God does not know the actual future due to something to do with human free will. (the exact reason varies) Exactly what God knows varies with the reason given, but in the standard form: God knows all possible futures, and the probabilities of them being the actual future, but does not know the actual future because that comes down to human free-will decisions which he voluntarily leaves to us to decide upon. Thus the Open View (OV) understands prophesies as statements by God of what He intends to bring about in the future rather than being predictions of the future by God. This view was developed for five reasons:

1. A desire to take passages in the Bible such as “God changed his mind” literally.

2. A desire to make the idea of a personal relationship with God comprehensible.

3. A rejection of the classical Greek notions of impassibility etc that had previously been associated with God.

4. The suggestion of Quantum Physics that the future is indeterminate.

5. A belief in “Libertarian Free Will”.
Though the OV was reinvented in the 20th Century, a few of the ancient Greek Theologians held the OV, though it is difficult to say how many because most are not clear enough on the subject for us to judge. The OV has become increasingly popular, and is also attracting attacks from Calvinists. One clear advantage is the simplicity of the idea and the ease with which it can be explained to, and understood by, non-Christians. 
(Recently, there was an attempt to get two Open View advocates (Pinnock and Sanders) thrown out of the Evangelical Theological Society on the grounds their books denied Biblical Inerrancy. This was because both had suggested that some of the prophesies in the Bible were wrong, due to the fact that God had changed his mind after giving the prophesy and thus the prophesy had never come to pass. Thus the Bible correctly recorded the original prophesy but the prophesy never came true. Pinnock removed the statement from his book, and Sanders scraped through with 62% voting to expel him (a two-thirds majority was needed)… though he may yet lose his lecturing position as a Calvinist group being asked to take over the administration of the college he teaches at is making his sacking a condition of their takeover.)
Pro Open View (explanations by Open Viewer Greg Boyd from www.gregboyd.org)

Genesis 6:5–6 Seeing the wickedness of the whole human race which preceded the great flood, the Bible says, “The Lord was sorry that he made humankind on the earth, and it grieved him to his heart.”

Genesis 22:12 Abraham passed God’s “test” (vs. 1) by being willing to sacrifice his son. The Lord says “...now I know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son...”

Exodus 32:14 The Lord states his intention to destroy Israel because of their wickedness: “Now let me alone,” he says to Moses, “so that my wrath may burn hot against them and I may consume them” (vs. 10). Moses “implored the Lord” (vs. 11) and, as a result, “the Lord changed his mind about the disaster that he planned to bring on his people” (vs. 14).

Numbers 14:11 In the light of the Israelites’ relentless complaining the Lord says to Moses, “How long will this people despise me? And how long will they refuse to believe in me, in spite of all the signs that I have done among them?”

1 Samuel 2:27–31 Because Eli “scorned” God’s sacrifices and did not punish his sons for their vile behavior, the Lord says, “‘I promised that your house and your father’s house would minister before me forever.’ But now the Lord declares, ‘Far be it from me! Those who honor me I will honor, but those who despise me will be disdained. The time is coming when I will cut short your strength and the strength of your father’s house...’”

1 Samuel 15:10 In light of Saul’s sin the Lord says, “I regret that I made Saul king, for he has turned back from following me.”

1 Samuel 15:35 “...the Lord was sorry that he made Saul king over Israel.”

2 Kings 20:1–7 The Lord tells Hezekiah “you shall die: you shall not recover” (vs. 1). Hezekiah pleads with God and God says, “I will add fifteen years to your life” (vs. 6)

Jeremiah 3:6–7 Regarding Israel, the Lord says “I thought, ‘After she has done all this she will return to me’; but she did not return.”

Jeremiah 3:19–20 “I thought how I would set you among my children...And I thought you would call me, My Father, and would not turn from following me. Instead, as a faithless wife...you have been faithless to me...”

Jeremiah 18:7–11 The Lord states that “if that nation, concerning which I have spoken, turns from its evil, I will change my mind about the disaster that I intended to bring on it.” But if a nation which he has declared he will bless “does evil in my sight...I will change my mind about the good that I had intended to do to it.”

Jeremiah 19:5 The Lord says that Israel has “gone on building the high places of Baal to burn their children in the fire as burnt offerings to Baal, which I did not command or decree, nor did it enter my mind.”

Jeremiah 26:2–3 The Lord tells Jeremiah to prophesy to Israel that they should repent, for “I may change my mind about the disaster that I intend to bring on [Israel] because of their evil doings.”

Jeremiah 26:19 “Did [Hezekiah] not fear the Lord and entreat the favor of the Lord, and did not the Lord change his mind about the disaster that he had pronounced against [Israel]?”

Jeremiah 32:35 As in Jeremiah 19:5, the Lord expresses his dismay over Israel’s paganism by saying they did this “though I did not command them, nor did it enter my mind that they should do this abomination.”

Ezekiel 33:13–15 “[W]hen I say to the righteous he will surely live, and he so trusts in his righteousness that he commits iniquity, none of his righteous deeds will be remembered...he will die. But when I say to the wicked, ‘You shall surely die,’ and he turns from his sin and practices justice and righteousness, if a wicked man restores a pledge, pays back what he has taken by robbery, walks by the statues which ensure life without committing iniquity, he will surely live; he shall not die.”

Jonah 1:2; 3:2, 4–10; 4:2 God “changed his mind” (3:10) about the destruction he planned to carry out on Nineveh.

Anti Open View:

Numbers 23:19 God is not a human being, that he should lie, or a mortal, that he should change his mind.

Psalm 139:16 “In your book were written all the days that were formed for me, when none of them as yet existed.”

Jeremiah 1:5 The Lord says to Jeremiah, “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were born I consecrated you; I appointed you a prophet to the nations.”

Malachi 3:6 “For I the Lord do not change”

Romans 8:29 “For whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large family.”
Ephesians 1:4–5 “[God] chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in love. He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ...”
