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Denominational Groupings
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Lutheran

Date: 
1530

Originated in: 
Germany

By:
Martin Luther

Split from:
Roman Catholicism

Due to:
Reformation

Internal splits:
Yes.


Originally fragmented for geographic and linguistic reasons, but has steadily merged. May also have internal doctrinal differences.

Current size:
64 million

Notes:
High emphasis on salvation by faith alone (Sola Fide).


Services usually liturgical.


Close to Arminian.

Reformed Church

Date: 
1530s

Originated in: 
Europe

By:
Calvin, Zwingli

Split from:
Roman Catholicism

Due to:
Reformation

Internal splits:
Super-numerous. (746 reformed denominations worldwide in 1999)


Geography, different historical creeds, church government.

Current size:
75 million (all Reformed + Presbyterian groups)

Notes:
Calvinistic.


Usually very conservative. Often organ is the only instrument used.

Anglican (Church of England, Episcopal Church)

Date: 
1530s

Originated in: 
England

By: 
King Henry VIII

Split from:
Roman Catholic

Due to:
Henry wanted to divorce his wife, and the Pope refused to grant it.

Internal splits:
None. (Geographic separation only)


May split soon over ordination of gay ministers.

Current size:
73 million.

Notes:
Initially oscillated between Roman Catholic and Protestant doctrine due to changing monarchs. Generally classified as neither Catholic or Protestant, but as a class of its own.


Has “high” (Catholic-like) and “low” (Protestant-like) services.


Allows women and gay ministers.


Infamous for liberalism and mediocrity.


Arminian.

Baptist

Date: 
~1610

Originated in: 
America

Formed by: 
Evolved from generic Protestantism, and unions of small Protestant groups.

Internal splits:
Yes.


Calvinism/Arminianism, slavery.

Current size:
70 million.

Notes:
Emphasis on the Bible as only source of revelation and inerrant.


Emphasis on the ability and necessity of each believer to read and interpret the Bible themselves.


All over the fence on Calvinism vs Arminianism.


Known for good knowledge of the Bible, and evangelistic zeal.


Presbyterian

Date: 
1560s

Originated in: 
Scotland

By: 
John Knox

Split from:
Roman Catholic

Due to:
Reformation

Internal splits:
Numerous.


Geographical, doctrinal: 


The extent of agreement with the Westminster Confession required for ministers, infant baptism, Psalms-only sung, instruments used in worship, common communion cup, women minsters, Calvinism/Arminianism.

Current size:
75 million (all Reformed + Presbyterian groups)

Notes:
“Presbyterian” is the name for the system of Church government used (Gk: presbyteros = elder). 

Methodism

Date: 
1784

Originated in: 
England, America

By: 
John & Charles Wesley, George Whitefield

Split from:
Anglicans / Church of England

Due to:
Excessive zeal and enthusiasm, “fanaticism”.

Internal splits:
Numerous.

Due to:
John Wesley = Arminian, Whitefield = Calvinist.


Slavery, laymens’ role in Church government, women speakers, trivial matters.

Current size:
70 million.

Notes:
Now infamous for the liberalism and mediocrity it was formed against.


Vast majority are Arminian.

Brethren

Date: 
1708, 1820s

Originated in: 
Germany, England

Formed by:
Evolved from generic Protestantism, and unions of small Protestant groups.

Internal splits:
Numerous.


Varying degrees of conservatism on inessential matters (Sunday schools, revival meetings, indoor baptism etc).

Current size:
1.5 million.

Notes:
Wide variation depending of level of conservatism. Conservative branches famous for: Women not being allowed to speak in Church, woman having to cover heads, songs and speakers in services not pre-planned but run “as the spirit leads”.

Seventh Day Adventists

Date: 
1844, 1863

Originated in: 
America

By:
James White, Ellen White, Joseph Bates

Split from:
Protestantism

Due to:
An expected return of Christ in 1844 didn’t happen, and this left many people disappointed, who decided that the return had happened in the heavenly realms.

Internal splits:
None.

Current size:
12 million.

Notes:
Stress importance of Sabbath as a Saturday as a day of rest.


Say there is no consciousness between your death and resurrection.


Annihilationist (the damned will be destroyed rather than suffer eternally).


Usually vegetarian, and abstain from alcohol, tobacco and caffeine.

Pentecostalism

Date: 
1901

Originated in: 
America

By:
Charles Parham
Split from:
Methodist

Due to:
Holy Spirit stuff.

Internal splits:
Originally fragmented and has somewhat merged.


Race (later reunified), various doctrines about the Spirit.

Current size:
105 million.

Notes:
Believe in speaking in tongues, baptism of the Spirit etc.

Assemblies of God (The largest Pentecostal denomination)

Date: 
1914

Originated in: 
America

Formed by:
Union of numerous Pentecostal groups.

Internal splits:
One.


Trinity.

Current size:
51 million.

Notes:
Trinitarian.


Believe tongues to be the sign of baptism in the Spirit.


Believe that Christians not baptised in the Spirit are still saved.

Current Unification Discussions

Orthodox Churches:

Eastern Orthodox: 200 million.

Oriental Orthodox: 40 million. (?)

(Coptic = 10 million, Ethiopian = 16 million, I don’t know about the others) 

Formal joint agreements made in:


1989, 1990, 1990, 1993, 2001.

Original reason for split, and subject of discussion:


Whether Christ’s human nature was subsumed by his divine nature.

Chances of future unification:


Inevitable. Probably in ~20 years.

Roman Catholic – Lutheran:
Roman Catholic: 1 billion.

Lutheran: 64 million.

Formal joint agreement made in:


1999.

Original reason for split, and subject of discussion:


Justification by faith.

Chances of future unification:


50%.

