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Exclusivism
Only Christians are saved. eg “we need to preach the gospel to those tribes in the deepest amazon jungles, because, if we don’t they’ll all go to hell. Hundreds of people are going to hell at every moment because they have not heard the gospel.”

Inclusivism
It is possible for people who have not actively heard and accepted the gospel to be saved. eg “it is up to God to judge the people who haven’t heard the gospel, and not for us to condemn them automatically.”
(Weak): those who hear and reject the gospel are certainly damned, but that for those who have not heard the gospel there is hope.

(Strong): even for those who have actively heard and rejected the gospel , their salvation is still possible even if they were to die in this state of rejection.

Religious pluralism

Every religion is a path to truth. Each provides a genuine encounter with the Ultimate. One may be better than the others, but all are adequate. Pluralism does not necessarily say that all will be saved, only that all religions are capable of leading to God.

Universalism
Everyone is saved, or will eventually be saved even if it takes God several millennia working on them in the afterlife to save them.


Timeline:

0-100AD 
???

100-1000AD 
Majority of Christians were inclusivists and minority were universalists
1000-1800AD 
Majority exclusivist and minority inclusivist
1900+ 

Some of everything: Exclusivism & Inclusivism & Religious Pluralism & Universalism

"There is only one religion, though there are a hundred versions of it.” -George Bernard Shaw (~1920)

"There are people in other religions who are being led by God's secret influence to concentrate on those parts of their religion which are in agreement with Christianity, and who thus belong to Christ without knowing it..... Is it not frightfully unfair that this new life should be confined to people who have heard of Christ and been able to believe in Him? But the truth is God has not told us what His arrangements about other people are. We do know that no man can be saved except through Christ; we do not know that only those who know Him can be saved through Him.” – CS Lewis (~1945), Mere Christianity

“Imperceptibly in the individual instances during the lapse of countless and unmeasured ages [souls are being] reconciled to God from a state of enmity so that when all feeling of wickedness has been removed, and the individual has been purified and cleansed, He who alone is the one good God becomes to him "all." When, therefore, all rational souls shall have been restored to a condition of this kind He Himself is "all in all."” –Origen (~220AD), De Prinicipiis, 3.6.3 & 3.6.6

“...men, not professing the Christian religion, [cannot] be saved in any other way whatsoever, be they never so diligent to frame their lives according to the light of nature, and the laws of that religion they do profess. And, to assert and maintain that they may, is very pernicious, and to be detested.” -Westminster Confession of Faith (1646), X.iv

Topics: Are those who lived prior to Christ saved? Can those who have not heard the gospel be saved? Are children who die without hearing the gospel saved? Is eternal judgement purely based on belief or can something else count? Can a person be saved after they die?

Universalism?
Romans 5:18-19

Therefore just as one man's trespass led to condemnation for all, so one man's act of righteousness leads to justification and life for all. For just as by the one man's disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man's obedience the many will be made righteous. 

2 Corinthians 5:18-19

All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation; 

that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us. 

1 Timothy 2:3-6

God our Savior,  who desires everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.  For there is one God; there is also one mediator between God and humankind, Christ Jesus, himself human,  who gave himself a ransom for all

1 Timothy 4:10 

For to this end we toil and struggle, because we have our hope set on the living God, who is the Savior of all people, especially of those who believe. 

Exclusivism?
Acts 4:12 

There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among mortals by which we must be saved."

John 14:6 

Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 

Mark 16:16 

The one who believes and is baptized will be saved; but the one who does not believe will be condemned. 

John 3:18 

Those who believe in him are not condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned already, because they have not believed in the name of the only Son of God. 

Hebrews 9:27
And just as it is appointed for mortals to die once, and after that the judgment,
Religious Pluralism?

2 Kings 5:18 

But may the Lord pardon your servant on one count: when my master goes into the house of Rimmon to worship there, leaning on my arm, and I bow down in the house of Rimmon, when I do bow down in the house of Rimmon, may the Lord pardon your servant on this one count." He said to him, "Go in peace." 


Acts 17:22-31

22 Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, "Athenians, I see how extremely religious you are in every way. 23 For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of your worship, I found among them an altar with the inscription, "To an unknown god.' What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. 24 The God who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands, 25 nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all things. 26 From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the places where they would live, 27 so that they would search for God and perhaps grope for him and find him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us. 28 For "In him we live and move and have our being'; as even some of your own poets have said, "For we too are his offspring.' 29 Since we are God's offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold, or silver, or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. 30 While God has overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to repent, 31 because he has fixed a day on which he will have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead."

Inclusivism?
Acts 17:22-31 (See above)

Matthew 25:31-46

31 "When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory. 32 All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, 33 and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. 34 Then the king will say to those at his right hand, "Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; 35 for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36 I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.' 37 Then the righteous will answer him, "Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? 38 And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 39 And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?' 40 And the king will answer them, "Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.' 41 Then he will say to those at his left hand, "You that are accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; 42 for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43 I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.' 44 Then they also will answer, "Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?' 45 Then he will answer them, "Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.' 46 And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life." 

Romans 2:6-11 

For he will repay according to each one's deeds: to those who by patiently doing good seek for glory and honor and immortality, he will give eternal life; while for those who are self-seeking and who obey not the truth but wickedness, there will be wrath and fury. There will be anguish and distress for everyone who does evil, the Jew first and also the Greek, but glory and honor and peace for everyone who does good, the Jew first and also the Greek. For God shows no partiality.

Revelation 21:6-8

To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the spring of the water of life. 7 Those who conquer will inherit these things, and I will be their God and they will be my children. 8 But as for the cowardly, the faithless, F79 the polluted, the murderers, the fornicators, the sorcerers, the idolaters, and all liars, their place will be in the lake that burns with fire and sulfur, which is the second death." 

Luke 17:2
It would be better for you if a millstone were hung around your neck and you were thrown into the sea than for you to cause one of these little ones to stumble. 

Luke 18:16

But Jesus called for them and said, "Let the little children come to me, and do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs. 

Jonah. 4:2,11

“For I knew that you are a gracious God and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and ready to relent from punishing.... concerned about [saving a heathen city], in which there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand persons who do not know their right hand from their left, and also many animals" 

Psalms 69:28

 Let them be blotted out of the book of the living; let them not be enrolled among the righteous.

Revelation 3:5
If you conquer, you will be clothed like them in white robes, and I will not blot your name out of the book of life; I will confess your name before my Father and before his angels. 

Revelation 13:8
and all the inhabitants of the earth will worship it, everyone whose name has not been written from the foundation of the world in the book of life of the Lamb that was slaughtered. 

Revelation 17:8 

The beast that you saw was, and is not, and is about to ascend from the bottomless pit and go to destruction. And the inhabitants of the earth, whose names have not been written in the book of life from the foundation of the world, will be amazed when they see the beast, because it was and is not and is to come. 

Romans 10:9-18

if you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For one believes with the heart and so is justified, and one confesses with the mouth and so is saved. 11 The scripture says, "No one who believes in him will be put to shame."  12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call on him. 13 For, "Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved." 14 But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in one of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone to proclaim him? 15 And how are they to proclaim him unless they are sent? As it is written, "How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!" 16 But not all have obeyed the good news; for Isaiah says, "Lord, who has believed our message?" 17 So faith comes from what is heard, and what is heard comes through the word of Christ. 18 But I ask, have they not heard? Indeed they have; for "Their voice has gone out to all the earth, and their words to the ends of the world." 

1 Peter 4:5-6

But they will have to give an accounting to him who stands ready to judge the living and the dead. 6 For this is the reason the gospel was proclaimed even to the dead, so that, though they had been judged in the flesh as everyone is judged, they might live in the spirit as God does. 
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