Single quotes from numerous random sources

"[Let us follow] the only true and stedfast Teacher, the Word of God, our Lord Jesus Christ, who did, through His transcendent love, become what we are, that He might bring us to be even what He is Himself." -Irenaeus, Against Heresies (c180AD), V, preface

"God became man, so that man might become God." -Athanasius, On the Incarnation of the Word (318AD), 54, 3

“In this translation, Republic is about morality – what it is and how it fulfils one’s life as a human being. Some reader, however, may have encountered translations which make it a treatise on ‘justice. But Aristotle says (Nicomachean Ethics 1129b-1130a) that dikaiosune – the Greek word involved – refers to something which encompasses all the various virtues and is almost synonymous with ‘virtue’ in general; my own experience of the relevant Greek words confirms that Aristotle is not indulging in special pleading to make some philosophical point. To most people, ‘justice’ means (roughly) ‘acting fairly and impartially towards others’: this is a part, but not the whole of dikaiosune.”

-Robin Waterfield, in the introduction to his translation of Plato’s Republic.

“The real question to ask is whether or not a doctrine is true, not what the pragmatic effects of believing or not believing it will be.” –Stephen T Davis arguing against a slippery slope defence of inerrancy in The debate about the Bible: Inerrancy versus Infallibility
“Denouncing the Gnostic mishandling of Scriptures, St Irenaeus introduced a picturesque simile. A skillful artist has made a beautiful image of a king, composed of many precious jewels. Now, another man takes this mosaic image to pieces, re-arranges the stones on another pattern so as to produce the image of a dog or a fox. Then he starts claiming that this was the original picture, by the first master, under the pretext that the gems were authentic. In fact, however, the original design had been destroyed. This is precisely what the heretics do with the Scripture. They disregard and disrupt “the order and connection” of the Holy Writ and “dismember the truth”. Words, expressions, and images are genuine, indeed, but the design, the underlying hypothesis, is arbitrary and false (Against Heresies, 1.8.1). St Irenaeus suggested as well another analogy. There were in circulation of that time certain Homerocentones, composed of genuine verses of Homer, but taken out at random and out of context, and rearranged in arbitrary manner. All particular verse were truly Homeric, but the new story, fabricated by the means of re-arrangement, was not Homeric at all. Yet one could be easily deceived by the familiar sound of the Homeric idiom (1.9.4).”

-Georges Florovsky (1893-1979), Bible, Church, Tradition, and Eastern Orthodox View, ch 5, pg 77.

“All the life of the Church at all times in its existence, as far as it is fixed in documents – this is Church tradition. Tradition is not a book which records a certain moment in the development of the Church and stops itself, but a book always being written by the Church’s life. Tradition continues always and now not less than formerly; we live in tradition and create it.”

-Sergius Bulgakov, The Orthodox Church (1935), ch 2, pg 34.

"What do you need to be saved from? You need to be saved from God! ... The thing that every human being needs to be saved from is God ... the glory of the Gospel is that the one from whom we need to be saved is the very one who saves us. God saves us from himself."

–RC Sproul, “Brother, Are You Saved?”

http://www.modernreformation.org/mr96/marapr/mr9602brother.html

“Of what value are lengthy controversies on deep and obscure matters, when it is not by our knowledge of such things that we shall at length be judged? It is supreme folly to neglect things that are useful and vital, and deliberately turn to curious and harmful things. Truly, ‘we have eyes and see not’ {Jer V:21, John xii:40, Rom xi:8} for what concern to us are such things as genera and species?”

-Thomas A Kempis (1380-1471), The Imitation of Christ, Ch 3.

“There are no substantial doubts about the general course of Jesus’ life: when and where he lived, approximately when and where he died, and the sort of thing he did during his public activity.”

-E.P. Sanders, The Historical Figure of Jesus, 1993, pg 10

