Colossians
1:4-5 The Colossians have faith and love “because of the hope laid up for you in heaven.”

1:5-6 They heard of this hope through the Gospel. It is bearing fruit among them.

1:9-10 Paul desires that they know God’s will in order to live lives worthy of Jesus, performing every good work.

1:12 God has enabled/called us “to share in the inheritance of the saints of the light.”

1:13 He rescued us from the Kingdom of darkness into the Kingdom of Jesus.

1:14 We have redemption in Christ: the forgiveness of sins (some authorities add: through his blood).

1:15 “He is the image of the invisible God”.

1:16 In him all things were created, visible and invisible, thrones, dominions, rulers and powers.

1:18 the firstborn from the dead.

1:19 The fullness of God dwelled in him.

1:20 Through him God reconciled all things to himself, on earth and heaven, through the blood of his cross. [given the next verses, is specifically the blood or the cross itself doing it, or is it the death itself doing it and the blood and cross are merely a description of his death?]

1:21 Those who were once hostile and evil

1:22 he has reconciled in his flesh though death in order to make them holy and blameless

1:23 provided you continue in the faith without shifting from the hope of the Gospel, which has been proclaimed to every living creature.

1:23-26 Paul is a servant of the Gospel – the “mystery” of God – that has now been revealed.

1:27 The mystery is “Christ in you, the hope of glory.”

1:28-29 Paul proclaims Christ. His goal is to make everyone “mature in Christ”. He warns, teaches, toils and struggles to this end with the aid of God.

2:2 God’s mystery is Christ himself. [This is subject to a textual variant]

2:6 You received Christ so continue to walk in him.

2:4, 8 Don’t be led astray by false arguments.

2:9 The fullness of God dwells bodily in Christ.

2:10 You have come to fullness in Christ who is the head of every authority.

2:11-12 You were marked as his in baptism, no physical sign is needed.

2:13 We were “dead in trespasses” and outside the covenants, but God made us alive to him in Christ and forgave all our trespasses,

2:14 he erased our condemning record: Nailed it to the cross.

2:15 He was publicly victorious over “rulers and authorities” in the cross.

2:16 Thus you can’t be condemned “in matters of food and drink or of observing festivals, new moons, or Sabbaths.”

2:19 Hold fast to Christ in whom the whole Church grows by the power of God.

2:20 Because you died in Christ you no longer need to obey ritualistic regulations (human ones vs 22-23)

2:23 The important thing is to stop self indulgence [subject to ambiguity[ and these are of no value in doing so.

3:1-3 The practice needs to reflect the theoretical reality: So set your minds on the things above.

3:3 “your life is hidden with Christ in God.”

3:4 Christ is our “life”. He will be “revealed” and us with him in glory.

3:5 Put to death the evil earthly desires in you.

3:6 The wrath of God is coming on the disobedient because of these.

3:8 Get rid of these evil things.

3:9-10 Don’t lie. You have gotten a “new self” that “is  being renewed in knowledge according to the image of its creator”.

3:11 Race, custom and class differences then vanish and Christ is all in all.
3:12-13 We’re “God’s chosen ones”. Be virtuous and forgiving.

3:14-15 Be loving, peaceful and thankful.

3:16 “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly”. Teach in wisdom. Sing hymns.

3:17 Do all things in thankfulness in the name of Christ.

3:18-4:1 Wives, husbands, children, parents, slaves, masters: do good [role reversal]. The reward for good deeds is “an inheritance” (vs 24)

3:25 God will pay back those who do wrong without partiality.

4:2 Pray and thank God.

4:3 Paul’s mission is to “declare the mystery of Christ”

4:6 Be kind in speech.

4:11 Paul has “co-workers for the kingdom of God”

4:12 Prays they “may stand mature and fully assured in everything God wills”
