Popes
From Hollister:

· Leo I the Great makes claims about St Peter’s successor.

· 800AD Pope crowns Charlemange on Xmas day setting the precedent that Popes crown Emperors.

· 962AD Pope was being harassed by Lombards and Otto I of Germany rescues him. Pope crowns Otto first Holy Roman Emperor. 

· Papacy entirely subservient to political powers until the 11th century “reformed Papacy”.

· Otto claimed he was the vicar of God, the living symbol of Christ the King, and took an interest in appointing bishops and reorganising existing Bishops.

· Henry III (1039-1056) freely appointed both Popes (he disposed three rival Popes and began a Papal reform) and Bishops.

· 700s: Lombards and Byzantines struggled for political control of Italy. Papacy protected by Byzantines, but as Lombard strength increased and Byzantine church became of doubtful orthodoxy (iconoclasm crisis) the Papacy sought alliance with Pepin (741-468), 1st Carolingian King of France, Pope declared Pepin king and Pepin defeated the Lombards and gave much of their land to the Pope, which became the “Patrimony of St Peter”.

· In 900s Italy the city bishops came to power and each bishop became the governor of the city and responsible for its taxes, defences and courts. (900s AD)

· Mid 11th Cent: Papacy controlled by noble families.

· Surviving Papal letters are about 35 per year in ~1100, but rise to 3600 per year by 14th century.

· In the 12th century “limbo” was invented. Unbaptised babies went to limbo rather than hell, as had been traditional. This was due to increased adoration of children in the 12th century.

· Innocent III excommunicated the 4th crusades when they got distracted and attacked the Roman Catholic city of Zara for Venice. He later readmitted them to communion. Then they got distracted again as one of the Byzantine contenders fro the throne asked them for help in a civil war. They installed him, but he was then murdered, so they attacked Constantinople and sacked it for 3 days and put their own leader on the throne. Pope Innocent excommunicated them again, but readmitted them when the “great blessing” became clear – a Latin patriarch now reigned in Constantinople, and the hierarchy of the captured Greek Church was replaced with Latins.

· Bernard of Clairvaux (12th C.) reminded the Pope that Rome is not sovereign over the Churches and the Pope is not lord of bishops but one of them.

· Prior to 11th Century Reforms there was a difference between theory and practice:
In theory the Pope as successor to St Peter led the Bishops and Priests in giving spiritual direction to Lords and Kings. In reality almost everywhere the Church was under the control of lay aristocrats: Dukes, Lords, and Kings appointed and used Bishops, Priests and Abbots. It was an effective administration tool. The Papacy itself was the prize of the Roman nobility – they bought and sold it. (eg Benedict IX in 1032)

· 11th Century Bishops (esp in Germany) didn’t think much of having a Papal lord and far preferred collaboration with each other and regional princes.

· Reformers: Emperor Henry (1039-1056) took charge (annoyed at Benedict IX and a 3 way Papal contest that followed) and appointed several successive popes. On such appointee’s, Leo IX (1049-54), enthusiasm for Papal authority aggravated Constantinople and ended in a split.

· Many thought the church should be utterly free of lay control and Leo made them cardinals – in 1059 they issued a “Papal Election Decree” that the Cardinals would henceforth choose the Pope. The Reformers won a symbolic victory in Milan and forced the Archbishop there to bow to Papal authority despite the opposition of Lombard bishops and young Emperor Henry IV.

· Gregory VII banned lay investiture and when Henry IV opposed him, he excommunicated him. Because of the political situation Henry IV was forced to submit to Gregory and ask forgiveness. Later, when he was more politically stable Henry attacked Gregory again and got excommunicated but forced Gregory to leave Rome. Overall, Gregory VII failed (and admitted it).

· Urban II improved the admin of the Papacy and it was this rather than excommunications that won the day in the end.

· A compromise was worked out on lay investiture in 1122 Concordat of Worms: Both Emperor and Pope got input into the candidate.
· In the end: Papal monarchy theory not fully recognised, peaceful relations between Church and state now damaged, the Papacy was now politicised, and got hostile royal propaganda and growing opposition. But the Papacy had dealt a damaging blow to the German Emperors.

· Pope Hadrian IV (1154-1159) was struggling to hold Rome against rebellion (he placed Rome under interdict). He opposed Frederick Barbarossa.

· Alexander III (1159-1181) struggled with Barbarossa for control of Lombard cities.

· By the 12th century Papal authority across Europe had increased immeasurably since the mid 11th century.

· Innocent III (1198-1216) participated in secular politics – threatening Kings etc. He placed England under interdict (and France) and started several Crusades including the one that sacked Constantinople. He intervened in the German election on the grounds that the Pope crowned the Emperor.

· The Papacy was becoming politicized in the eyes of people and they looked to it increasingly less for spiritual leadership.

· The Papacy opposed Frederick II and there was a long papal-imperial struggle. The “ecumenical” council of Lyons condemned Frederick II. The Pope called a crusade against him. The Papal states were now rebelling and the Pope was struggling to hold Rome. (late 13th C)

· Boniface VIII (1294-1303) had the biggest delusions of grandeur – he claimed the Pope could “do whatever God can do” among other things. Issued Unam Sanctam against the king of France which claims that it is necessary for salvation to be subject to the Pope. Philip (King of France) sent an army which captured Boniface. Humiliated, Boniface died shortly after.

· Pope Clement V (1305-1314) publicly burned Unam Sanctam and praised Philip. Clement moved Papal capital to Avignon.

· By 1500 the power balance had shifted away from the Papacy and toward monarchs. The Papacy as an international force was week.

· The Popes in Avignon were strong but were perceived as Pro-French and not an independent international force. There was too much violent factionalism in Rome to move back.

· An attempt to move back to Rome resulted in the Great Schism (1378). Papal prestige plummeted as two rival Popes excommunicated each other. In 1409 a council deposed both Popes and elected a third. Final the Holy Roman Emperor solved the problem by calling a general council of Constance (1415-1418) which elected a fourth candidate who became the undisputed Pope.

· The Papacy’s prestige had gone and attempts were made to subordinate the Papacy to concilior government (which failed)

· From 1450-1517 the Popes ignored the wider Church and involved themselves in Italian politics and the Papal states.

Hist 133:

· Leo I talked Attila into not sacking Rome in 451.

· 10th Century: Papacy controlled by Roman aristocrats, corrupt.

· 1046 Henry III (a very religious man, scandalised by Papal corruption and abuses) intervenes and deposes three papal contenders and appoints a 4th.

· 1053 Papacy formed league to oust Normans from Italy but lost and Pope Leo was captured.

· 1059 Nicholas II establishes College of Cardinals as Papal electors: Emperor excluded.

· 1073 Gregory VII makes huge claims about Papal authority: Eventually dies after Henry opposes him.

· 1198 Innocent III coronation sermon makes grand claims of universal authority.

