Romans

1:1 Paul was set apart for “the gospel of God”

1:2 Which God “proclaimed beforehand through his prophets in the holy scriptures”

1:3 The gospel concerns God’s son, descended from David

1:4 and declared the Son of God in power by the Spirit by resurrection from death.

1:5 Paul tries “to bring about the obedience of faith among all the gentiles for the sake of” Christ’s name

1:8 Their faith [Or faithfulness? Or Christianity itself?] is known throughout the world.

1:9 Paul serves God “with my spirit in the gospel of his Son.”

1:12 Paul hopes both he and the Romans will “be mutually encouraged by each other’s faith”. Paul is eager to proclaim the gospel to the Romans [to the Christians?]

1:16 Paul isn’t ashamed of the gospel [implies he should be? –Well it is the proclamation of their glorious leader’s death, so most people would probably think it something they should be ashamed of!] “it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who has faith” [ie faithfulness], both Jews and Gentiles.

1:17 In the gospel “the righteousness of god is revealed through faith for faith”. Quotes: “The one who is righteous will live by faith” [or: through faith will live] (Hab 2:4)

[Quote Context (QC): (wide context) The wicked surround the righteous and justice is not done. God has used the Chaldeans for judging the nations, but they in turn are wicked. There is a coming vision of the appointed time, which seems to tarry. (narrow context) Habbakuk is waiting faithfully for God. Faithfulness is the opposite of pride and an unright spirit.]

1:18 God’s wrath is revealed [being revealed once in the past or now continuously?] from heaven against ungodliness and wickedness and suppression of the truth.

1:19 for God has made himself plain to them [who? Specific wicked people? All people.]

1:20 because He can be seen through creation. Thus they have no excuse

1:21 “they” know God but didn’t honour him and went astray.

1:23 they worshipped idols.

1:24, 26, 28 God “gave them up” to impurity due to their blasphemy.

1:27 God punishes the individuals for their errors [?].

1:28-31 Thus refusal to acknowledge God leads to all manner of vice.

1:32 “They” know that those who do evil deserve death, yet they do evil anyway and applaud those acts in others.

2:1 But even those who criticise others for doing evil, do it too.

2:3 No matter who you are [even a Christian? –Yes] if you do such things God will judge you.

2:4-5 God is kind and forbearing and patient, hoping we will repent.

2:5 By not repenting we store up wrath for the day when “God’s righteous judgement” will come.

2.6 He will judge according to deeds:

2:7 good people will get glory, honour, immortality and eternal life.

2:8 evil people will get wrath and fury.

2:9-10 Evil people will suffer and the good will get glory ad honour

2:9-11 regardless of Jewish or Greekness for God is not partial to one over the other.

2:12 Sinners without the law will perish and sinners with the law will be judged by it [and found wanting. –The two alternatives being equally bad]

2:13 For people aren’t “righteous” by having the law, it is doers of the law that will be “justified”.

2:14 This [method of justification] goes for anyone, even those not having the Mosaic law.

2:15 In a way the Gentiles have their own law –their conscience which might condemn or excuse them.

2:16 And one day “according to my gospel” God through Christ “will judge the secret thoughts of all.”

2:17 Some Jews “rely on the law” (ie believe that simply having the law gives them inherent superiority) [this doesn’t fit will with the traditional “they tried for works righteousness”] and boast about their relation with God [due to them being “God’s chosen people”].

2:18-20 They are sure of their superiority because they have the law and gentiles don’t.

2:21-23 But such people [always, or often, or sometimes? –just “also themselves”] break the law and do evil.

2:23 Through having the law, they dishonour God by breaking it.

2:24 Quotes: “The name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles because of you.” (Isa 52:5 – from the LXX and the quote looks quite different in Hebrew)

[QC: (Overall context looks unimportant here)  Isa 51: About “listen to me you that pursue righteousness.... Look to Abraham” God’s salvation and deliverance will go to all nations.

Isa 52: Jerusalem shall be renewed and freed. They were oppressed by other nations without cause (vs 5 very confusing) vs 7: good news and salvation are coming; vs 9 God ahs redeemed Jerusalem and all notions; vs 10: shall seek her salvation. Servant song.]

2:25 Circumcision [the sign that you are a Jew, one of God’s people] is only useful if you obey the [moral commands of the] law. If you disobey the law, your circumcision is irrelevant.

2:26 It is those who obey the law that are God’s true people, even if they are gentiles.

2:27 The good gentiles will condemn evil Jews.

2:28 The true people of God are not marked outwardly

2:29 but inwardly – spiritually and not literally. God praises such people.

3:1 So what good is being born a Jew?

3:2 The main reason is that the Jews were given the words of God.

3:3 What if some Jews were unfaithful? [in what? With the oracles they were entrusted with? Or just generally unfaithful to God?] Will the unfaithfulness of the Jews “nullify the faithfulness of God”? [Does he mean that the Jews’ unfaithfulness might show God is unfaithful for not keeping the Jews faithful? Or that God will be unfaithful because the Jews have been?]

3:4 No, God is faithful. [or is shown to be faithful?] Quotes: “So that you may be justified  in your words and prevail in your judging” [Gk: When you are being judged]

[QC: PSA 51:4 LXX

David admits his sin and that God is correct and justified in His judgement]

3:5 [Some people say:] Can we use the excuse that our evil highlights the goodness of God, and thus that God shouldn’t punish us?

3:6 [Paul says:] No, then God couldn’t / wouldn’t judge the world [as they’d be no point in doing so because evil didn’t deserve punishment. And since we know God will judge the world, this thesis is false.]

3:7 [And they say:] But if my evil brings glory to God by showing He is good, why does He condemn me?

3:8 [Paul replies:] On this logic we should do evil in order that greater good might come out of it. [We know that this conclusion is totally wrong and evil! Therefore] the punishment of such people is deserved!

3:9 Are the Jews [presumably] inherently better off [footnote: or: at any disadvantage] than the Gentiles? No the Jews aren’t inherently better off, for they, like the Gentiles suffer from the power of sin.

3:10-18 Quotes: “No one is righteous...” etc.

[Giving examples of times in the past when prophets declared the Jews not to be righteous and good despite the fact that they were Jews and had the law. Thus Jews aren’t righteous by virtue of being Jews and being God’s chosen people and having the law, covenants, circumcision etc [Jewishness]. Similarly some of the quotes are examples of Gentiles doing evil, thus showing that both have done evil and sin is a problem for both.

[[QC: 3:10-12 From Psa 14:1-3 LXX & Psa 53:1-3 LXX Evil gentiles are oppressing Israel. God will save Israel.

3:13a from Psa 5:9 LXX Generic evil enemies (probably Jews) need smiting, but God should save the righteous.

3:13b from Psa 140:3 Generic evil enemies (probably Jews) need smiting, but God saves the righteous.

3:14 from Psa 10:7 LXX Generic evildoers (Jews? Though 10:16 might imply gentiles) need smiting and the good guys saving.

3:15-17 from Isa 59:7-8 God will smite the Jews who have done evil. Any who repent will be saved.

3:18 from Psa 36:1 God smites evil (probably Jews) and is a refuge for good people.]]

Thus both Jews and Gentiles do evil, and both have a problem with sin. He’s not saying everyone sins, only that all kinds of people both Jews and Gentiles sin.]

3:19 [Amb and vague] The Scriptures say all this for the benefit of Jews – to stop them boasting in their jewishness: The whole world including Jews will be judged by God.

[or maybe:] The purpose of the law is to show the Jews their unrighteousness – to show them how they are falling short – not to make them righteous.

3:20 Quotes from Psa 143:2 (cf Gal 2:16)

[QC: Save me from enemies and I call on you lord, I know I don’t deserve it, but I trust your own faithfulness.]

The point of the law isn’t to justify people. Following the law doesn’t justify because that’s not the point of the law. The point of the law is to show up sin.

3:21 God’s own goodness and faithfulness [by which we are saved – cf QC of 3:20] has now been manifest and is pointed to by the law and prophets.

3:22 God’s salvation comes through Christ’s faithfulness to all who are faithful.

3:23 There’s no distinction between Jews and Gentiles – they’ve both got the problem of evil

3:24 and now both are justified by grace as a gift and set free from slavery through Christ. (cf 1:26&28 where God gives them up to the power of evil)

3:25 God gave Christ as a covenant pledge effective through His blood and faithfulness. [His faithfulness or ours?] God’s reason for this was to show his goodness and faithfulness 

-in his patience he ignored earlier sins-

3:26 His point was to prove his goodness and faithfulness, and that He justifies anyone with the faithfulness of Jesus.

3:27 So what becomes of [Jewish] boasting and racial pride? [cf 2:17] It’s excluded / removed / stopped. Why? / By what law? [a pun, I think]. Because of the requirement [or God’s] of faithfulness. [vague?]

3:28 So a person [be they Jew or Gentile] is justified by faithfulness apart from the Jewish law.

3:29 God is the God of both Jews and Gentiles

3:30 and therefore he will treat both equally: Jews will be justified by faithfulness and Gentiles will be justified by faithfulness.

3:31 But in saying this are we nullifying the law? No: In faithfulness we will be obedient to the law.

[[[Abraham (A)

Gen 12:1-3 God tells Abram to move to Canaan. Promises to make him a nation and bless the nations through him. [Presumably conditional on A’s obedience]

Gen 12:4 Abram obeys.

Gen 12:7 God promises A the land of Canaan to his offspring

Gen 13:14-17 God promises to give A and his offspring the land of Canaan and make his offspring super-numerous. [All promises seem pretty much unconditional, though God does order A to move through his new land (to admire it) vs 17]

Gen 13:18 Abram moves in obedience to God’s orders.

Gen 14:18-20 Abram is blessed by Melchizedek.

Gen 15:1 God tells A not to be afraid, for He will shield him.

Gen 15:4-5 God promised Abram a son and as many descendants as the stars.

Gen 15:6 Abram trusted God to fulfill His promise and “reckoned it to him as righteousness” [Amb as to whether A reckons God as righteous, or God reckons A as righteous]

Gen 15:8 Abram doubts God’s promise about possession of Canaan.

Gen 15:9 God orders him to perform a sacrifice ritual.

Gen 15:12-16 Abram falls asleep and has a vision. God tells him his descendants will receive Canaan in 400 years.

Gen 15:17 God’s presence is symbolised by a smoking fire pot and flaming torch.

Gen 15:18 God “made a covenant with Abram” which

Gen 15:18-21 consisted of a unilateral promise by God to give A’s descendants land.

Gen 16:1-4 Sarai doesn’t think she’ll ever have children, so she gives A her slave girl to have a child by, who does.

Gen 16:5-6 The slave girl is nasty to Sarai and Sarai forces her to flee.

Gen 16:7-12 The Lord promises Hagar to make her child a great nation and tells her to return to Sarai.[she did]

Gen 17:1 God says to A: “walk before me and be blameless”

Gen 17:2 God promises a covenant on that condition and a promise to make A numerous.” Renames him Abraham.

Gen 17:3-14 God’s side of covenant: to be god of A’s people, to give them land. A’s side: to be circumcised and his descendants after him.

Gen 17:15-17 God says Sarah will bear a son, but A doubts.

Gen 17:19 The covenant shall apply through Isaac.

Gen 17:23 Abraham obeys and is circumcised

[Gen 18 is parallel Gen 17 but is J rather than E/P]

Gen 18:19 The Lord chose A so that he and his descendants might do righteousness and justice.

Gen 18:16-33 Abraham bargains with God over the destruction of Sodom.

Gen 20:16 uses “vindicated” [?]

Gen 21:12-13 God says the covenant will come through Isaac.

Gen 22:1-2 God tests A.

Gen 22:3-10 Abraham obeys.

Gen 22:11-12 God intervenes and says he now knows A is good.

Gen 22:13-14 Abraham sacrifices a lamb.

Gen 22:15-18 God [in new knowledge] swears to make A’s offspring numerous and to bless the nations through him.]]]

4:1 Let’s look at Abraham. [Implicit reference to Isa 51]

4:2 Did A’s justification come through works? If so he could boast. [Of the fact he had achieved his own righteousness?]

4:3 Scripture says it was A’s faithfulness that caused righteousness. Quotes Gen 15:6.

4:4 If by deeds [specifically thinking of cultural distinctions] we earn righteousness, it would not be a gift. (which it is)

4:5 But if we are simply faithful to God, having no works, such faithfulness causes righteousness.

4:6 David speaks thus of such people:

4:7-8 Quotes “blessed are they whose sins are forgiven” from Psa 32:1-2

[QC: A faithful servant acknowledges their sin, but prays for salvation in their time of distress.]

4:9 Does this apply only to Jews, or to Gentiles as well? Well “faith was reckoned to Abraham as righteousness” [interpreting the amb Gen 15:6 as God reckoning A righteous]

4:10 And this was before A had been circumcised [and thus segregated like Jews].

4:11 His righteousness was when he was uncircumcised, and the circumcision came after as a sign of righteousness, which itself had come by faithfulness when he was uncircumcised. [Thus it is established that the uncircumcised can be righteous and furthermore that circumcision doesn’t make anyone righteous.]

Thus Abraham is the ancestor of both those who are uncircumcised and righteous through faithfulness

4:12 and the ancestor of those who are circumcised and righteous through faithfulness. [Thus A is the ancestor of all who are righteous from faithfulness regardless if they are Jew or Greek.]

4:13 God’s promise to A didn’t come true through the law. But they have come true in that A is the Father of all nations of faithful people. [cf Gen 18:19; 17:1-2; 13:14-17; 12:1-3; 15:4-5]

4:14 the law cannot be the fulfilment of the promise, for it has nothing to do with faithfulness [? I had written: “which is faithfulness to a covenant”. But I don’t get it now. ?] and [perhaps?] the law is only given to one nation, not the promised many.

4:15 The law doesn’t bring righteousness, it brings judgement. Only where there is a lack of law is there a lack of law-breaking.

4:16 Thus we get back to faithfulness and grace. God’s covenant is with all A’s true descendants – both Jews and Gentiles, anyone who has A’s faithfulness.

4:17 The scripture clearly asserts he would be the Father of many nations. Quotes Gen 17:5. Thus their God will be the creator and resurrecter. [a reference to God’s promise to be the God of A’s descendants]

4:18 Abraham had hope due to faithfulness when he believed God’s promise. Quotes Gen 15:5.

4:19 His faithfulness didn’t weaken due to adverse circumstances.

4:20 He didn’t doubt or waver, but grew in faithfulness and glorified God. [He praised God? or his growth in faith glorified God in itself?]

4:21 Abraham was fully convinced of God’s ability to fulfil promises.

4:22 Thus his faithfulness caused righteousness.

4:23 Things in scripture are there to instruct us.

4:24 So righteousness will be reckoned to us also if we are faithful to God.

4:24-25 Christ was give to death because of our [the faithful’s or everyones? Probably the faithful’s only.] law-breaking [is it “law-breaking” or “sin”? Check] and raised because of our justification. [Many translations read “for” instead of “because of”, wrongly implying a reverse causal relationship between resurrection and justification. This is wrong for several reasons: 1. dia means “because of” not “for”. 2. Saying Christ’s death caused our transgressions is crazy – which is what you get if you reading 4:25a as “for”. 3. Romans 5:9 says Christ’s death caused out justification which would be in tension with the idea that the resurrection caused our justification.]

5:1 [Justification has to do with peace with God. -> God’s people have peace with God.] So: we’re justified by faithfulness. Thus we have peace with God through Christ.
5:2 through whom come the means for God’s grace to be manifest [namely our sins to be forgiven and justification (according to 4:24-25) -> so how was A justified before Christ?]. And we now boast [instead of boasting in the law] in our hope of sharing the glory of God.

5:3-4 We boast too in our sufferings, since suffering produces spiritual growth.

5:4-5 Which in turn leads us to expect more from God, who will provide abundantly, filling us with love through the Holy Spirit. [Theme of God’s love in 5:4-5:10]

5:6 When we were weak [in character in love due to lack of suffering] Christ died for the ungodly. [ie for us when we were ungodly]

5:7-8 Christ’s love for us is proven by the fact that he died for us when we were sinners and not righteous. [is righteousness equated with good in this verse?]

5:9 Certainly then (due to Christ’s love and that we are justified by his blood) we will be saved from God’s anger. [A reference to eternal salvation – cf 1:18f and 2:8. -> We can be certain that the obedience that comes through faithfulness will (and can) merit our salvation or else Christ wouldn’t have bothered dying for us]

5:10 As enemies we were reconciled by Christ’s death, what will his life [in us] bring to us who are no longer enemies? It will certainly lead to our salvation if we live a life of faithfulness like Christ.

5:11 Moreover, we boast (instead of boasting in the law, Paul boasts in God’s grace) in God through Christ (through Christ we have “received reconciliation”).

5:12 Thus a comparison:

Sin came through one man (righteousness through one man)
Death through sin (life through righteousness)

Death spread to all since all sinned [or Orthodox: sin to all due to death?] (life spread to all, or righteousness spread to all)

[Uncompleted parallel…]

5:13 “sin” is different to “law-breaking”. Sin is generic evil, law-breaking requires a law.

5:14 Thus death is connected to sin, not law-breaking. [why this interruption? To say that since people before the law died, death must be connected with sin not law.]

Adam is a parallel to Christ:

5:15  The gift is different to the trespass [Opposite or not parallel?]

Trespass:
Free Gift:

Many died
grace of God and free gift abounded for many

5:16 Judgment -> Condemnation
Free gift -> justification

5:17 Death reigned in sin
those who receive “free gift of righteousness” (ie us) will reign in life.

[Death exercises dominion through one trespass -> not important]

5:18 Adam’s trespass
Christ’s act of righteousness
=> condemnation for all peoples
justification for all peoples, life for all peoples

5:19 disobedience
obedience

=> many were made sinners
many will be made righteous

5:20 The introduction of law meant the trespass was repeated: but this just meant grace abounded all the more

5:21 in order that just as sin reigned in death [implies Orthodox understanding] so grace could reign through justification / righteousness leading to eternal life through Christ.

6:1 If the more sin increases, the more grace abounds (5:20) then should we sin deliberately to get more grace? [since grace abounding is good]

6:2 No. We are dead to sin, we can’t live sinfully.

6:3 Baptism is baptism into the death of Christ.

6:4 We were buried with him in baptism [were we baptised into his death or burial? -> doesn’t matter] for the reason that we might experience new life [a new body or a spiritual renewal?] just as Christ did when raised from death.
6:5 Our union with his death makes certain of our union with a resurrection [metaphorical or physical resurrection?]

6:6 We were “crucified with him” so the “body of sin” could be destroyed [the new life in Christ sets us free from sin], setting us free from the reign of sin.

6:7 In dying we have become God’s people from previously being people of sin.

6:8 Now we live as God’s people like Christ.

6:9 Christ having been raised from death, is immortal: death no longer rules him [just as death no longer rules Christ it no longer rules us]

6:10 Christ died to sin, he lives as God’s person.

6:11 So you must realise you’re dead to sin and live as God’s people.

6:12 So don’t let sin rule your bodies.

6:13 Don’t sin with your bodies, but live as God’s people.

6:14 Sin doesn’t rule you because you are under grace not law.

6:15 Someone might think it’s okay to sin, being under grace not law. No!

6:16 If you sin it will become a habit and you’ll get enslaved to sin again and it will lead to death. Obedience to God is the sign of the people of God.

6:17-18 You were slaves to sin, but through obedience became God’s people.

6:21 Sinning brought death.

6:22 Obedience brings sanctification and eternal life.

6:23 Sin brings death but God freely gives eternal life in Christ.

7:1-3 The law only binds during a person’s life

7:4 Now you died in baptism you’re dead to the law (like you’re dead to sin). You’re God’s people [Amb: Christ was raised “in order that we may bear fruit for God”]

7:5 Previously the law aroused sin in us to kill us.

7:6 Now the law’s gone we obey the spirit instead.

7:7 So is the law evil and working against us? No!

7:7-11 Sin exploits the law to tempt us and condemn us and cause us to die to God and live to sin.

7:12 The law itself is holy just and good, [sin just exploits it]

7:13 so death didn’t come from something good, it came from sin exploiting goodness. God allowed this in order to demonstrate the evilness of sin.

7:14 The law is spiritual, but I am fleshly, a slave to sin.
7:15 I don’t understand why I can’t do what I want.

7:16 I agree the law is good and want to obey it.

7:17 So it’s not me who’s disobeying the law but sin within me.

7:18 Nothing good is in my flesh, in my will only is goodness.

7:19 I want good but do evil.

7:20 So it’s the sin that’s doing it not me.

7:21 It seems a law of nature: I want good but evil comes.

7:22 I like God’s law in my inner self
7:23 but in my body sin rules and I am captive to it.

7:24 Who will rescue me from my body of death?

7:25 Christ will! I obey God with my mind but sin in my flesh.

8:1-2 Thus there is now no condemnation for those in Christ because we are freed from sin and death through the “law of the spirit of life”

8:3 The law couldn’t help due to human weakness, so God sent Christ (“in the likeness of sinful flesh”) to deal with sin in us.

8:3-4 [confusing bit about condemning sin in flesh and just requirement fulfilled in us – penal substitution.

8:5 How we “live” is the same as what our minds are focused on.

8:6 Focusing our minds on the flesh “is death”, but focusing on spiritual things “is life and peace”. (cf Phil 4:8 – whatever is good think on that, and Phil 3:13-14 – focus on what lies ahead, the upward calling)

8:7-8 Thus those who focus on the flesh are hostile to God and cannot please him.

8:9 Christians are of the Spirit not flesh, as the Spirit dwells in them. The Spirit marks the people of God.

8:10 So even though the body sins and thus dies, you live through the spirit as people of God.

8:11 And if Christ’s Spirit dwells in you your bodies will be resurrected like Christ’s. [metaphorically or literally? Both, I think]

8:12-13 Living as slaves to the flesh leads to death, but dying to the flesh brings life.

8:14 For we are children of God

8:15 and thus free from slavery and fear. The Spirit shows we are children of God

8:15-16 when we cry “Abba! Father!” like Christ

8:17 And if we are children of God like Christ, then we are heirs of god like Christ and will be glorified with him if we suffer like him.

8:18 The sufferings now are nothing in comparison to our future glory.

8:19 The creation itself waits for the children of God

8:20 (for it is temporarily subjected to futility)

8:21 hoping that it will be set free from bondage to decay with the coming of the children of God.

8:22 Creation is groaning like a mother in labour

8:23 and we ourselves who have had our minds renewed by the spirit [probable meaning of “first fruits of the spirit”, though cf 12:2] groan, waiting for our bodies to be freed.

8:24-25 We hope for this and patiently wait [vs 24 “by hope we were saved”]

8:26-27 The spirit helps us in the meantime. He helps us pray.

8:28 For through all things God is working for good with/the good of those who love him, whom he summoned for his plan.

8:29 For he planned that those he loved would become like Christ in order that Christ would be one brother among many.

8:30 And those God planned, he summoned, declared his people, and glorified.

8:31 If God is for us, nothing can stand against us.

8:32 god will clearly gift us everything as is shown by the gift of His Son.

8:33 No one can stand against us, for God has made us his people.

8:34 And Christ now intercedes with God for us.

8:35-36 But perhaps something might come between us and Christ’s love? Hardship, poverty, distress, persecution etc? Quotes Psa 44:22 – suffering comes because of/from God.

[QC: In the past God did amazing miracles but now his people are oppressed. They are faithful but God is not aiding them. They call upon Him to help for the sake of his love.]

8:37 No, love conquers all these things.

8:38-39 No one and nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ.

9:2-3 I have great sorrow and anguish with regard to the Jews.

9:4-5 They had all the benefits of the chosen nation .

9:6-8 Has God failed [in his promise to Abraham that A’s descendents would be God’s people]? No, the true

9:9 people of God are not the same as the Jews. Quotes “It is through Isaac that descendents shall be named for you” (Gen 21:12) Thus the true descendents of Abraham are the ones connected with God’s promise [as Isaac was the promised child], not fleshly children. Quotes “About this time I will return and Sarah shall have a son.” (Gen 18:10)

