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Music in the Life of the White Family

Chapter 1
Home of the White's was pleasant with singing and praise songs.  At one occasion Br. & Sis. White dispelled a cloud of gloom and pessimism that was prevailing during a General Conference session.

Hymns played an important part in their daily min​istry for they found much comfort in it.  Being a Methodist, E.G. White had a heritage of Christian hymnody that went back to John and Charles Wesley.

James musical heritage was very similar to that of E.G. White.  He was a Baptist.  Everybody that visited and knew the White's had something to say about their music.

James White published the first Adventist hymnal in 1849.  Annie R. Smith (sister of Uriah Smith) was also one of the earliest Adventist writers.  Some hymns written by Adventists:

"Let Others Seek a Home Below"

Henry, Whites eldest child who died at age 16 was a very talented with music wrote:

"The Pilgrim Band"

Musical gift of the Whites did not die with them.  Their son, James Edson continued this gift and helped the church to publish six song books.  He also composed singing exercises in The Singing School
E.G. White realized the power of music and wrote:

"It is the most effective way of impressing the heart with spiri​tual truth."


Sacred and Profane

Chapter 2
There was much contention in the past concerning music.  Gospel songs were becoming popular in America.  Camp meeting hymns were promoted by evan​gelistic movements.

L. Mason improved the church music in America, later organized a singing school.  The most loved gospel songs were composed in this time.

"Sing Them Over Again to Me"

P.P. Bliss



"All the Way"



Fenny Crosby



"Jesus, Keep me Near the Cross"



"To God be Glory"

Secular music also had its influence on the White family.  Classical music was also important part on American scene.  Music was flourishing in school and higher education.  There was great tolerance and approval.  Tchaikovsky, Brahms and Wagner are composers whose lives coincide with the White's.  Mrs. at one stage was impressed on hearing a pro​fessional group performing.

The popular songs of the 19th century promoted pornography, alcohol use, dwelling on tragic death.  Jazz also came around this time originating from brothels.  In fact most of the popular music had its origin in the brothel, and for this reason Ellen White did not approve of it.


The Bedlam of Noise

Chapter 3
While some churches prohibited the use of instru​ments is worship services, the Seventh Day Advent​ist allowed the use of instruments in church, regarded they be skilfully played.  The church was also aware that if talents are wrongfully used they could be detrimental, and a number of letters is quoted of people that wrote to Mrs. White telling her of the bad results of some religious music.

By then jazz and rock music was already used in churches.  At the camp meetings the music resulted in frenzied physical movements.  Concern was expressed about the use of some instruments and it was suggested that only instruments mentioned in the Bible should be used.  E.G. White condemned meetings ridden with emotional jumping, dancing and shouting which she said would not bring about con​version.


Popular Music

Chapter 4
Before the time of Christ, concern was expressed towards popular music.  Popular music is portrayed as the music that is always related to moral degen​eration.

In the time of Mrs. White such popular music also existed, and she portrays the demoralizing effect on those who listen to this music.  She indicates that due to the popular music young listen to, very few of them have a living relationship with the Lord.  She sees this music as Satan's instrument of deception.

Many of E.G. Whites statements is quoted in which she shows her concern for the young and admonishes them to guard against the use of popular music.  She also express concern for the large amount of time spent in listening to this music.

The reason for this concern about popular music, is because of Israel's apostasy had much to do with the listening to the heathen music of their time.  The importance of sacred music is also seen in the life of Israel, for their victories usually was accompanied with this kind of music.

The concern for classical music is expressed because E.G. White does not mention anything about it.  Classical music is seen as not presenting a threat to Christian living.  Ellen White did not condemn music just because it was secular, she herself listened to a variety of music.


The Musical Theatre

Chapter 5
Theatre performance is seen to be based on pleasure seeking.  Both theatre performances and opera is something that the Lord inspired his servant to condemned.  The question is asked why it opera condemned when it is one of the most highly com​municative of the arts?

Most of the opera's revolt against marital infidel​ity and sexual freedom.  Immorality is freely prac​tised in the theatres of today.  The dramatic arts have a history of being on the cutting edge of immorality.

E.G. White encourages Christians to ignore trivial amusement and listen to what the Spirit has to say.


Music in the Worship Service

Chapter 6
The purpose of collective worship is to give glory to the Creator.  Ellen White has a storehouse of information regarding church music.  She encourage dicipline in the musical program of the church for it is instrumental in the link that takes place between heaven and earth during worship.

We are encouraged to sing with understanding, and most of all to cultivate our voices to sing pleas​ingly.  For music is the finest ways of giving praise.  To make music more glorious she admonish the churches to include instruments in their wor​ship services.

Although she says that instruments adds sweetness to music, yet she finds the human voice to be most pleasing to God.

Those who sing special items should be no attrac​tion to self, therefore there should be simplicity in the manner of presenting music in worship.  Uncon​verted people should not be hired to render items.  God is the centre of worship.  Popular music in the church is definitely out of the ques​tion, irrespective if we like it or not.

Sis. White strongly believed that the congre​gational should not be passive, but participation.  Worshipful singing starts at home and therefore she encourages singing in family worships.


Music in Evangelism

Chapter 7
In the last half of the 19th century there was much emphasis on evangelism, which also resulted in much competition.  This is the same time that E.G.White Testimonies to the Church, vol 9, which gives coun​cil on evangelism.

In the 1870 evangelist were using new techniques to attract audiences.  With this also came a change in the music of the services.  Song leaders become a very prominent thing and some did some interesting "stunts" in order to get the crowds involved.

E.G. White warned against the ways of the world in evangelism.  A study on the use of popular music in evangelism was made.  It was found that when the traditional approach was used, as much as 20% of the members that responded to a call, remained faithful; whereas when gospel-rock music is used, less then 1% remained faithful.

Music talents is something that one receives from God and should be used for soul-winning with all other talents.  In the letter of Paul, we see that he was aware of the power of music in winning people to Christ.


Education and Music

Chapter 8
In the times of E.G. White, it was the responsibil​ity of the parents to provide the children's music education.  With Israel it was intended to preserve history of the past and recalling God's goodness.

In ancient times, music was not for amusement or entertainment; but it served a particular purpose.  E.G.White showed that even today, like in the days of old, music could still be used in guiding the young.  We are given a glimpse how the White's educated their children regarding music.

The use of music as a therapy in Bible times is considered and medical professions today acknowl​edge it as a "antidote"

E.G. White encouraged the teaching of music at tertiary institutions, she called on teachers to make God the centre of their educational affairs.  But she cautions against starting music training to early for some children and also to many hours spend in musical activities.  Such things can lead away from Christ instead of to Christ.

Words learned with music accompaniment are longer remembered.

A closer look is taken at the musical teaching that Israel gave it's citizens.  The school of the prophets was also a very famous school which was started by Samuel.


Music in the Life of Christ

Chapter 9
When Jesus was born into this world, the angels were singing.  Ellen White speaks of the sacred songs which Mary taught Jesus from the scriptures when he was small.  Hamel suggest that it was these songs that helped Jesus to keep his character spot​less.  Christ singing was a blessing those who were around him, the community, his companions.  He also turned aside lives problems with his singing.

When Christ send out his disciples to evangelize, he instructed them concern​ing the right use of music.  When Christ was about to face death at the Last Supper, songs were sang from the Psalms 113 & 116.

When Jesus ascended to heaven the angels were sing​ing.  It was as if the angels anticipated his return to Heaven.


Music in Eden, in Heaven, and The New Earth

Chapter 10
Music had its origin in heaven and Lucifer was the choir leader.  The music of Eden was closely resembled to that of heaven.  Angel would come from heaven and join in with the singing of the pair.

After the fall, all singing in heaven ceased, until the plan of salvation was announced and explained.  Then only again, was heaven filled with music.

In Great Controversy Ellen White give a detailed explanation of how the redeemed will participate in musical adoration in the New Earth.  The singing will be the result of the redeemed realizing and understanding fully the cost of redemption.

During the millennium, singing will be a major part of our worship towards God.  After the 1000 years, Satan and all his followers will be dealt with and then the coronation of Jesus will take place.

It is in this world that we must learn the song Zion and appreciation for the eternal things should be cultivated here.  We must prepare, ourselves also for that day, with regard to music.

It is the believe of Hamel that we will be making music that is satisfying to the soul,  with perhaps special music instruments.  Our voices will be more beautiful and we will have no earthly limitation to praise God in singing to our very best.
