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Introduction.

In this reading report, my aim is to highlight the important role the mother has in the intellectual development of the child.   I will not deal much with the testing methods for a child's intelligence quotient (IQ) for this in itself I find to be a controversial issue.  But suffice it to say that although these tests has helped psychologists in some other areas they do not always reveal the true mental capabilities of all children.  For many areas are left unturned when it come to intelligence.   The study of psychology has left us with enough information for us to admit that there is not much known in this area.

Cognitive Development.

We cannot talk about the intelligence of a child without touching on cognitive development.  According to Schmidt, cognition simply means to became aware, "not only of something that is articulated in word and sentences.  It also include simple organismic (bodily) response to impute". (W.H.O Schmidt; 1973:106).  He also highlights the importance of language and speech in social, emotional, and cognitive development.


Cognition is a continues growing process.  For the child is continually becoming aware of his surrounding and with a result his life world is ever  growing.  Each new level implies more processing of the initial sensory input.  The newborn infants spends most of his time sleeping, but it also has periods of wakefulness during which it responds to outside stimuli and even seeks for stimuli.


There was a time when it was said that the young infant is a "no mind at all", an intellectual zero.  But much research has shown that children during infancy the child is capable of doing many tasks that becomes more complicated through the different stages of infancy.


The infant himself, in the beginning stage is unaware, of the fact that he is busy learning.  In the growing up process he is busy figuring things out for himself unknowingly.  He does not contemplate his movement or action.


The child's interest in, and general understanding of the world changes with time.  The change will involve the emotions and intellect but not the memory.  Once interpreted by emotion and intelligence, it is retained by the memory.  Thus, there is some kind of distinction between emotion and intelligence with memory.  This also makes one aware of the importance of proper upbringing and training in the early stages of childhood.

Two View on Intelligence.

Cognitive theorists see human beings as rational, active, alert and competent.  They belief that human beings not only receive information, but they process it.  Learning theorists, consider man as passive machines that are acted upon by the  environment. (G. Craig, 1976:38)


Piaget believed that intelligence is a biological adaption.  Piaget's conservation experiment made him conclude that until children reach a certain age, they form judgments based more on perceptual than upon logical processes.  Piaget called this the principle of conservation.


Jean Piaget, in his book, The Child and Reality, concentrate on the view of learning theorist, those that see the person or child as an organism whose behaviour and intellectual development is determined by the environment.

Piaget does not disagree with those view for he refers to it as spontaneous development, but he does not see it as the only factor for a child's development, especially intellectual, as the learning theorist belief.  He himself is a cognitive theorist.


What period in a child's life is most decisive for intellectual development?  In a book published in 1964, Stability  and Change in Human Characteristics, Dr Benjamin Bloom of the University of Chicago pointed out by 4 years 50% of a persons intelligence is set.  At this age intelligence is quite flexible.  This  explains children's ability to learn languages other then their mother languages.  

The Amazing Fact of Childhood Discovered.

But Burton White, with the help of the Harvard Pre-School Project, brings us closer home.  Burton concentrates on th ages between 10 months and 1.5 years.  This is a period that was not focused much in the past.  Burton  contends that the manner in which the mother deals with the very young child determine very strongly whether the child becomes intellectually competent.  


He also looks at the different time periods where the children were treated differently.  In the 50's parents were made to feel guilty for giving special attention to children's intellectual development, only love was necessary, this development will take place on its own.  60's love is not enough, more is needed for the children to learn.  


As we advance in the understanding of human behaviour, we become more and more aware of the sensitivity of the new born child and the necessity of creating and maintaining the right environment in order for the child to have the meaning of life as God intended it to be.

"Children change radically between the ages of 10 and 18 months, he points out.  Suddenly they can walk, move around the house, get into everything.  At the same time they begin to understand language and to assert themselves.  It is stressful time for the mother, a testing time, and the way she responds then determines how her child will do by 3."  (Maya Pines, 1976: 162)
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