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PRIVATE 
BACKGROUNDtc  \l 1 "BACKGROUND"
Corinth, was a port that was the centre of political and economical activity.  Hellenistic culture and religion was not as strong as it use to be, but its influence was still prominent.  It was a Roman-Hellenistic period.  The community was very lax concern​ing their morals.  The Christian church was founded by Paul and was already in its early stage surrounded by all kinds of idolatry.  From the first letter, Paul address things such as idolatry and foods offered to idols, which is an indication of the influences that were penetrat​ing the church.

PRIVATE 
PURPOSE AND THEMEtc  \l 1 "PURPOSE AND THEME"
Due to the setting and pagan surrounding, there arose division in the congre​gation which is addressed in the first part of Paul's letters.  Lategan indicates that this division does not lead to a break or personal conflict between leaders.  Some speculate that these contention was because of Jewish Christians that wanted to continue the Jewish way of life.

I would also suggest that the letter was intended to show the church of Corinth, that being Christian and having the rituals, was no assurance that they would not partake in the idol worships.  At the same time, Paul brings out the difference between the ritual of God's people and the rituals of the surrounding nations.  This is were Israel is used as a example.  This warning is summed up in 10:12. "So, if you think you are standing firm, be careful that you don't fall!".

The main theme appears to be the purification of the church.  Existing in a society that is dominantly pagan, Paul realize the important of keeping these pagan immoral influences out of the church (I Cor. 5:7ff).  He warns that this purifying process must start from inside the church by looking at lawsuits against brothers (6:1-11) sexual immorality (6:12-20), idol sacrificed food (chapter 8), a distinction is also made between the wisdom of the world and the wisdom of the Spirit.  We must remember that the greatest philos​ophers was found among the Greeks.

PRIVATE 
THEOLOGY OF TEXTtc  \l 1 "THEOLOGY OF TEXT"
As was mentioned earlier, as members of a community that is prominently pagan, many might have confused the Christian rituals of baptism and the Lord's Supper (which are also topologist of something greater in the future) with the rituals of idolatry.  Especially among the new converts that came into the church.  In I Corinthians 10:1-13, Paul sounds out warning to the church of Corinth so that they cleans themselves of those things which will cause God's judge​ment to be visited upon them.  Paul points to the history and life of Israel that serves as an example to the Christian church who, like Israel, has been called to service.  The things Israel did which brought about the dis​pleasure of God is pointed out and serves to warn the Christians of Corinth to avoid such similar behaviour.  

We do have a number of topologist in this section of I Corinthians.  There is the baptism into Moses, the spiritual food, the spiritual drink and the spiritual rock (v.3,4).  They all signify or point to something beyond themselves.


PRIVATE 
"Baptism into Moses"tc  \l 2 "\"Baptism into Moses\""
The journey of Israel under the cloud and through the Red Sea (Exod. 13:21; 14:22) is seen by Paul as a typology of baptism.  But in which sense?  The word used for baptise is βαπτιζo, which means 'dip'.  Israel through both these experiences were not dipped or baptized.  Usually in the New Testa​ment, people were baptized "into Christ" (Rom. 6:3; Gal. 3:27).

Moses here appears to be a type of Christ.  "Just as baptism has as one effect, the bringing of a man under the leadership of Christ, so did the participation in the great events of the Exodus bring the Israelites under the leadership of Moses".
  Therefore the Israelites accepted baptism as fol​lowers of Jesus, just as Christians accept baptism as followers of Christ.


PRIVATE 
Christ the Rocktc  \l 2 "Christ the Rock"
We are told that the spiritual rock is Christ (v.4).  Rock is also used in the Old Testament to refer to God (Deut. 32:15, Ps. 18:2). Morris suggests that the rock is an indication of the pre-existence of Christ.
  Baird disagree with the idea of Paul posing the pre-existence of Christ.  His conclusion is that the rock was simply a typology of Him.
  This text cannot be used to prove the pre-existence of Christ.  It could serve to prove that Christ was divine and in Him "God was reconciling the world to himself" (2 Cor. 4:19).  It is an Old Testament concept, which is still prevalent in Paul's time, that a rock is a symbol of God's steadfastness.  But this is not what Paul is emphasising her in verse 4.  It is the typology of the rock, that to which the rock is pointing, Jesus Christ.

What is further men​tioned about this rock is that it "accompanied them" or "follow them".  Morris suggest that Paul saw Christ as the source of all Israel's blessings on the way, thus Christ continually followed them to give them a drink of water.
  Jewish legend had the idea that the rock travelled along with the people of God for those forty years in the desert.
  Paul might have had this in the back of his head but it is definitely not what he referred to.


PRIVATE 
Spiritual Food and Spiritual Drinktc  \l 2 "Spiritual Food and Spiritual Drink"
The food and the drink is referred to as "supernatural"  or "spiritual" (πvυματικov) because of the unnatural manner, its source and origin (10:4; Exod. 16:4ff;).  The word πvυματικov appears in the aorist tense which denotes some​thing past, yet without limiting it to a particular occa​sion.
  This could be an indication of the stream that continued to follow Israel through the desert (Exod. 17:6ff), thus not being limited to the place of origin.  Another meaning could be that it was not only limited to the time of Israel, but pointed to a spiritual reality and hope that will only be ful​filled in the future.  It is that which it points to that makes the food and drink spiritual. 

The eating and drinking of the manna and water did not make the Israelites supernaturally immune to sin and death.  They eventually sinned and died even though they partook of the manna and water from the rock.  For the Chris​tians comes the message that baptism and communion is not an assurance of salvation, but salvation lies in the One to whom baptism and communion point, Jesus Christ.


PRIVATE 
Israel as an Exampletc  \l 2 "Israel as an Example"
God had a great purpose with Israel.  He wanted Israel to lead all nations back to Him.  Rituals were given in order to remind and point Israel to day of full Salvation.  Israel's history was meant to be a lesson to all nations.  Things did not always work out the way God intended with Israel, but through it all they remained a lesson; not only for the Corinthians, but for Chris​tians of all ages.

Both verse 6 and 11 point to the events as τυπoι, which means either "example or a type of a fact or of a spiritual truth"
.  Israel was suppose to be the type of the nation God would eventually establish on earth.  They were, together with the spiritual food and drink, types of great antitypes.  They were not the end in themselves, just as the manna and the water in the desert were not the end in themselves.  Israel, as a nation, were suppose to direct peoples attention to the great nation that God would gather for himself once He has dealt with sin.

We know that God called Israel as a nation to be his people, so also the Christian church has been called into existence by God.  The way God dealt with Israel, is the same way that God would deal with His church.  Therefore Israel serves as an example for the present church of God.

Some authors believe that every​thing that ever happened to Israel; their experi​ences, their failures, their victories, their rebukes, their worship services, etc., was originally "pointers prefigur​ing the New Testament consummation"
. This is only partially true, for it pointed also to the final consummation.


PRIVATE 
"Ends of the Ages"tc  \l 2 "\"Ends of the Ages\""
The examples of Israel are directed to those on who the "the ends of the ages" has come.  When is the "the ends of the ages" and who are those that will be living at that time?

Scholars believe that τ_ τελη τωv α_ωvωv indicates the termination of God's past methods of dealings with man.  Hebrews 9:26 describes the first advents of Christ's taking place at "the end of the world", (literally translation from Greek, "consummation of the ages").
  It is also described as a point where two ages come together; the end of an one age going into the beginning of other.
  R.C.H. Lenski sees the Christians as the goal of all history.
  All the previous ages find their fulfilment in the first advent of Christ.  An interesting perspective is given by Grosheide.  He ascribe the plural ends to the fact that it is more then just the fulfilment of the previous age of God's people, but also the age of Greek paganism.  "As often as  a nation comes in contact with the gospel, an age finds its end."

We see that Paul talks about "us" or "our", indicating that the "ends of the ages" was not only relevant to his time, but to the whole of the Christian dispensation from the cross until the final consummation when the fullness of the new age shall come.  

This expression is equated with expressions such as "the last days" or "the latter days" to prove that the world will soon end.   Barrett does not see it indicating, according to Paul, that the world would soon end.  He describes it as the "last dispensation".
  Others like Vincent, also feel that this is not true and that we are dealing with the second coming of Christ and thus the end of the world.
  Bruce sees the "ends of the ages" as the different ages whose "ends" meet in the apostolic age.  The New Testament era is the fulfil​ment of many proph​ecies (Mark 1:15; Luke 10:23f).

The word τελoς means "end", "goal", "fulfilment".  The New International Version interpret τελoς as fulfilment.  The apostles after they saw Jesus Christ as the fulfilment of all the ages.  Paul acknowledge in all his letters that Christ has fulfilled the hope of all the ages.  In Him did all the ceremonies and rituals find their fulfilment.  Christ can also be looked upon as the "goal" of the ages, the antitype of the type and He is the end, for when that which has been anticipate arrives, there is an end.  It is the termination of our anticipation.

PRIVATE 
HEART OF THE MATTERtc  \l 1 "HEART OF THE MATTER"
The focus of the pericope (I Corinthians 10:1-13) is found in 10:12.  Willis says that the word _στε "thus" (10:12) indicates that this is the major goal of Paul's dis​cussion.

It would appear that many of the Christians in Corinth thought that they assured of salvation because of baptism and communion.  There is also debate as to whether they believed that these important Christian rituals endowed them with supernatural powers.  Paul points out that just like the rituals of Israel, these sacraments and rituals keep the hope of God's people alive in that which is greater then the sacraments.  He points out that Israel failed in that they trusted in their these rituals, trying to stand by themselves.  Because of this they were wiped out.  The fact that they were partakers of these great events did not make them immune from sin and death.  Likewise also the warning comes strongly that putting their trust in the sacraments and baptism will place them in a position where they think that they are still standing, while they have already fallen.

PRIVATE 
UNITY OF THE TEXTtc  \l 1 "UNITY OF THE TEXT"
Willis discusses the focus of Paul's argument of the dangers of idolatry and find it very misleading to refer to I Cor. 10:1-13 as being organized around "sacrament and ethics."  Other studies has shown that this passage is not integral, and many different subjects is dealt with here.

Paul realizes that in a society where paganism is the order of the day, the Christians are in danger of loosing the meaning of their Christian rituals.  We see that Israel also had the same problem when they were among other nations.  They would get so use to the ritual service given them by God that the deeper meanings are lost.  When they come in contact with pagan rituals, they fail to see the difference because they have not focused on the Antitype, to whom the rituals point to.  So with the church of Corinth, if these Christians rituals don't points to Christ, then the Christian becomes nothing but an idol worshipper.

PRIVATE 
CONCLUSIONtc  \l 1 "CONCLUSION"
In conclusion I would like to quote the following statement:

Paul's basic meaning is clear: the Israelites experienced the grace of God in events which prefigured baptism and the Lord's Supper, and, just as "God was not pleased" with their subsequent behaviour ... so Corinthian participation is baptism and the Lord's Supper is no guarantee that they will not be "over thrown in the wilderness" of their pagan environment.

PRIVATE 
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