
Worship and OrderPRIVATE 


Chapter 8
Protestants worship impossible without congregation, which imply the unity of God's last day people

Worship should be planned and members should be educated regarding its significance.  There should be planning to make worship attractive and inter​est​ing and void of dry formalism.  The Holy Spirit has nothing to do with disorder and confusion.

Structure of service should provide the following:

a.
Opportunity to communicate the word.

b.
Major doctrine to be emphasized.


c.Allow for sacraments to be served, second coming, supper and baptism.

d.Hymns, prayers, scripture, special music, sermon, should all be in harmony with event being celebrated.

e.There should always be room for creativity and spontaneity.

Important elements to the form of SDA worship.

1.Draw attention to Sabbath

2.
Attention to heavenly sanctuary and Christ;s work there.

3.
Second coming should be emphasised.

4.
Gospel should be preached form the word of God.

5.
Communion must be celebrated on a regular basis.

6.
Baptism is also a major event in Adventist worship.

7.
Must meet in the name of Jesus Christ.

Music is the believers response to God.  It helps the congregation to exercise their priestly ministry in worship.  Music add the intensity to mans worship which words alone cannot do.

All church music is secondary to congregational singing.  Music is not an end in itself, but exist for people to express their faith in God and glorify him.  Song leaders should give attention to the relationship between theology and music in worship.

Holmes even suggest that there should be offered a Master of Divinity in church music.


Worship and Footwashing

Chapter 9
Our approach to footwashing has become ritual.  Footwashing is an indication of being anointed for the ministry, a setting aside for a special task.  This is the way the church is made strong to keep the faith and spread the gospel.

Passover meal (the forerunner of Christian communion).  Jesus demonstrated the gospel in interpersonal relationships between believers.  After Christ's action of washing the disciples feet, the disciples thought and felt differ​ently towards one another.  In the same way, communion brings believers into a holy relationship to help and bless one another.

God Himself is present at footwashing, bringing about soul searching to convicts one of sin, band gives the assurance of sin forgiven.  Allowing a fellow brother or sister to wash your feet, is your allowing him / her to be a servant of Christ.

Footwashing is a memorial of Christ's humiliation, not our humiliation.  By participating in footwashing washing we renounce self-centredness, insensitiv​ity, false humility and allow us to participate in His ministry of service.


Worship and Child Dedication

Chapter 10
In the New Testament, no distinction is make between minister and church members.  Difference exists in services rendered and not in hierarchical status.  All members has a responsibility in the ministry.

In child dedication it is God that sanctifies and sets the child apart for His use.  The minister acts as representative of the body of Christ, it is the father,  who as head of him family and priest, dedicates the child.  the parents are stewards of the child's life.

Dedication takes place in the presence of the whole congregation, who also has the responsibility of the child.  It should be made the central feature of the worship hour, and not treated as something that is by the way, tucked on as an afterthought.  Hymns, scripture reading, prayers and sermon should be directed to this.

The minister should allow the ministry of the laity and the priesthood of believers to function and teach the congregation regarding the symbolic meaning of this liturgy.  Holmes suggest that the father, as priest of his family should offer the dedicatory prayer.

The congregation should also be informed of the part in the nurturing of the child by being good examples.


Worship and Preaching

Chapter 11
When we think of worship, we think of the sermon.  Martin Luther and the other reformers fought hard to return preaching (proclamation of the Word) as the central activity of worship.

Although preaching is central, it is not the only significant activity taking place.  Corporate singing, reading of scriptures, Christian music, elevate the sermon to position that it would not obtain otherwise.

The preachers task is awesome, he must master the scriptures, so that he can communicate it clearly and concisely to the congregation.  In the process of all this he does not forget that he is man.

In preaching, the preachers must not isolate himself what is going out in the world and hide behind his theological books.

Holmes strongly belief that although the sermon preached should last for all times, yet each preaching occasion should be approached with a different sermon.  Each person is preached in a historical context, which changes with every preaching occasion.  A new situation demands a new sermon.

Worship and preaching are seen as inseparable.  Worship is commanded by God and is not an option.  Regular and consistent worship attendance should be custom to the true S.D.A. Christian.

Needs of the minister for a church to grow:

Preaching for church growth requires a growing preacher.

Preaching for church growth requires a knowing preacher.

It is the God who speaks through the sermon that is sacred and not the sermon itself.  The sermon is not the object of worship, but God is.  The preacher must prepare himself before preparing the sermon or preaching.  The preacher must also know the people that he is preaching to.

Preaching for church growth requires a fearless preacher.

Two major goals of the church is evangelistic and pastoral.  First has to do with quantitative growth, the second with qualitative growth.


Worship and Evangelism

Chapter 12
Evangelism must be rooted in the churches worship and liturgy.  It is the consequences of the churches worship life.

The mission of the church is to save souls.  Incorporating new believers in the body of Christ is the evangelistic mission of the church.  The church is called into existence for its own sake or solely for God, but for the sake of the world.

Worship of the church is an invitation to the world to worship, because it is made of the redeemed.  As the faithful gather to worship, the world becomes a church.

Sabbath reminds the church, that they are still in the world and that they have a responsibility to preach the gospel to the world.  During the six days the church give itself to the world.  "Authentic worship" is regarded as the most powerful form of missions and evangelism.  Christian worship does not end in the benediction, but continues in the form of service in the world.


Worship and Culture

Chapter 13
Anthropologist believe that the best way to study primitive religions is through analyze rituals because is reveals the believes of the people.  This is the case with Hebrew religion.  Atonement is only fully understood in light of O.T. and N.T atonement rituals.

When existing ritual is explained in a Christian terms, it will lead to the acceptance of Christian truth.  Whether rituals are Christian or pagan, it fulfils the same purpose of actualizing the hope of those participating.

Adventism as a subculture may have positive and negative elements.  Positive elements are things such as building of a strong community and purity of doctrine and faith.  Negative elements, it may inhibit understanding of positive roles of other religions.  There is also the danger of too much cultural assimilation.

Holmes also considered revivalism but warns against overemphasis of it.  The positive elements that he sees in revivalism are, spontaneousness, addressing the listener contextually, people-centredness, appreciation for unsophisti​cated church music.

Americanism and worship, even Christianity are sometimes used interchangeably.  Many people who became Christians accepted the culture of Western communities with it.  This has caused them to separate their culture from their religion.  It has been noticed that Christians in a non-Western countries will not appreciate their values in their culture when it comes to worship, but will defend, praise and encourage it historically and socially.


Worship and Human Response

Chapter 14
Holmes conclude the closing chapter with a testimony of his own life to indicate the human response to God's work of salvation as expressed in worship.  He sees the Christian as someone who has crossed the threshold from a life of ignorance to a worship of God.  He is a new creature, born of water and the Spirit, yet finding himself still in the old nature.

