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Adventist Worship in Perspective

Chapter 1
During the 1950 and 1960's , the great "liturgical revival" took place among Catholics and Protestants of which the Adventist remained untouched by.  The hymnal were con​stantly replaced with new ones.  Many of the great protestant churches started to loose their certainty and clarity of justifica​tion by faith.

At the same time Penticostalism arose and most of the churches started speaking in tongues, faith healing and exorcism.  With it came a number of pseudo-Christian move​ments.

During this period, the Adventist church remained untouched by this liturgical revival.  It was not enticed by glossolalia or the drive for Christian unity.  A strong influencing factor was the writ​ings of E.G. White.  She guided the church toward the study of God's word.  The Adventist church believed in its call.  They did not have to turn to Penticostalism as prove that God is alive and active.  These changing events not only influenced the theology of the church but also it worship.

When the revival excitement died out, it was replaced by the churches concern in human rights, interest in ecology, etc.  Yet the liturgical ex​perimentation remained.  When the liturgical revival settled down, many discovered things that were long at the heart of Adventist wor​ship.  They were the following:

1.Important factor in the wor​ship is the people and not the rituals.

2.The need for variety of wor​ship form, not static order and binding on congregations.

3.The gathering of God's people in worship became more signifi​cant then the details of the service itself.

There was a sudden borrowing of lit​urgy tradition from the different churches.  Liturgical experimen​ta​tion in itself is not bad, if done for the right reason.

The fundamental message of the Sab​bath and the 3 angles is a call for worship therefore we have a good basis to begin.  For the past Adventist have had a unique liturgy, but until recently.  Pease Novel's book And Worship Him, brings out some of the concerns of Adventist worship.


Liturgical Mission of the SDA Church

Chapter 2
Distinctive liturgical mission of the Adventist church:

Gear God and give glory to Him, for the hour of his judgment has come; and worship him who made heaven and earth.  (Rev. 14:7)

Adventist worship must grow out of a theological reflection as Revelation 14 sees it.  The ultimate goal of worship is a confrontation with God as we know Him in Jesus Christ. Worship therefore becomes a living illustration of what we believe.  It serves a prophetic function.  There is a vital link between our theology and our worship (liturgy).  Worship is not an end in itself.

Because of the call we believe Adventist to have, we cannot ignore the relationship between what we believe theologically and what we do in worship liturgically.  The pres​ent liturgical revival gives Advent​ist a chance to proclaim God's truth through meaning liturgy.

"Worship" and liturgy" are usually used interchangeably.  Liturgy can also mean the total life response of the believer to the grace of Christ on the cross.

Christ as the High Priest is inter​ceding before God, which is part of our liturgy.  It involves the puri​fication and cleansing of our sins.  The prob​lem that we face is that we have transferred that OT of the priest to the clergy rather then to Christ who is functioning as High Priest before God.  This is the essential truth which disting​uishes the true ecumenical movement from the false.

SDA's know God, not only because of Christ sacri​fice on the cross, but also because of his present ministry in heaven.  The Bible therefore requires that our liturgy should be distinct from that of others.  The mission of the church should become audible and visible in the worship service.

The 3 Adventist doctrines should be expressed li​turgically in worship:


1.
Sabbath


2.
Heavenly ministry of Christ


3.
Second advent of Christ.


Focus of Adventist Worship

Chapter 3

Because we live at the very brink of Christ's sec​ond coming, our worship should therefore anticipate worshipping in God's presence.

Revelation 4 and 5 gives us a glimpse of the wor​ship that takes place in heaven, which becomes a vital part of our worship.  For it is to the heav​enly ministry of Christ that true worship will direct the attention.  In this worship scene of Revelation 4 and 5, there is much activity and participation.

Worship is a recapitulation of salvation history.  The church identifies itself as a community of the redeemed and thus become a part of that history.  In worship the church does not celebrate its unity or mission, but the presence of God and the Lamb.  Because of the nature of the Godhead, not any type of worship will suffice.

Worship here in Revelation 4 and 5, indicates cel​ebration.  The gather​ing of the church in God's presence should be a celebration.  Three activities characterizes celebra​tion:


1.
Remembering


2.
Thanksgiving


3.
Dedicating

The joy is not the act of coming into his presence but the joy is in his presence, in the fact that he is.  Celebration of the victory of Christ is cen​tral to Adventist wor​ship.  The cross and the res​urrec​tion are central to Adventist wor​ship.

The presence of God and the victory of Christ evoke some awe in a person which makes the emotions run high in realization of such a great salva​tion.  This knowledge allow us to develop faith in God.  The presence of God in His Son has replace his pres​ence in the Temple.  Worship is a retelling of the Gospel story.  Without the atonement there would be no church to worship.


Worship and the Sabbath

Chapter 4
Time is one of God's greatest gifts to all man, not only a chosen few.  People today think of God as being present in space, things nature, churches, rather then in events and history.  God did not consecrate a place for his dwelling but a period of time.  The Sabbath remind us of the sacredness of all times and particularly the Sabbath itself.

Sabbath reminds us of creation and redemption, it reminds us about God's faithfulness against our unfaithfulness.  To worship involves more then what we do on Sabbath, but what we do in the world dur​ing the six day.

A right relationship with God, nur​tured in worship each Sabbath, form the basis of all our working rela​tionships with others.  Also, it is not work that makes the Sabbath significant, but it is the Sabbath that makes work significant.  The Sabbath puts all of life in proper perspective.

God in the Sabbath commandment, command us both to labour and rest (worship), Each enhances the other and make each other meaningful and blessed.

The Sabbath therefore urges us to see our work in society as a part of our worship.  But the Sabbath also reminds us of our limitation and our depend​ence on God.  It is also a primary symbol of life, a new life where we will experience the eter​nal rest.

It is a day with God which prepares us for another week instead of rest​ing from another week.  Before the fall, the Sabbath was a day of unblemished worship, after the fall it became a day of restora​tion.

Because of the fast age that we live in, all that the Sabbath has become is a day of recovery from exhaustion and fatigue.

Worship and the Heavenly Ministry of Christ

Chapter 5
Because our worship is directed to Christ and He is presently in the Holiest, we by faith enter the Most Holiest.  Heaven and earth are brought into close harmony, because there is a close link between the events taking place in heaven and on earth pertaining to worship.

The Sabbath becomes a day of cleans​ing for the sinner, a day that reminds us of Calvary and of the future complete reconciliation because of us being cleansed.

Our worship therefore has to be meaningful because it is our medium of entering the most Holiest.


Worship and the Second Advent

Chapter 6
True worship should direct our attention to the Second coming.  Each Sabbath is a practise session for the second coming, a rehearsal for meeting the Lord face to face.

Therefore each worship service should be able to give us a foretaste of the second coming


Worship and the Sacraments

Chapter 7
The sacraments, like the rituals of old, express a covenant relationship with God and his people.

The two sacraments practices by Adventist and most Protestants is baptism and communion.  Baptism is a symbol of the death and burial of Jesus Christ, and the person who is baptised consecrate himself to a life of obedient worship and ser​vice.

Holmes argues that this baptism cannot be adequate​ly symbolised by sprinkling or pouring.  Worship service should not be treated as some minor edi​tions to the main service.  The entire worship service should be planned around baptism.  The same goes for communion.

Communion is a time that we not only think of his suffering and death, but we consider his entire life history.  Communion also makes us aware of Christ's present work in our lives and prefigures his future return.  Creation, redemption and the ultimate consummation.  It brings together the past, pres​ent and future.

Holmes argues that we must break away from the habit of having communion only ones a quarter.  He looks at reasons whey people don't like communion and counter each of these reason with a better reason to have communion.  His conviction is that if we have communion on a more regular basis, it will become more significant to us.


Worship and Order

Chapter 8
Protestants is worship impossible with​out congrega​tion, which imply the unity of God's last day people

Worship should be planned and mem​bers should be educated regarding its significance.  There should be planning to make worship attractive and inter​est​ing and void of dry formalism.  The Holy Spirit has nothing to do with disorder and confusion.

Structure of service should provide the following:

a.Opportunity to communi​cate the word.

b.Major doctrine to be empha​sized.

c.Allow for sacraments to be served, second coming, supper and bap​tism.

d.Hymns, prayers, scrip​ture, special music, sermon, should all be in harmony with event being celebrated.

e.There should always be room for creativity and spontaneity.

Important elements to the form of SDA worship.

1.Draw attention to Sabbath

2.
Attention to heavenly sanctu​ary and Christ;s work there.

3.
Second coming should be emphasised.

4.
Gospel should be preached form the word of God.

5.
Communion must be celebrated on a regular basis.

6.
Baptism is also a major event in Adventist worship.

7.
Must meet in the name of Jesus Christ.

Music is the believers response to God.  It helps the congregation to exercise their priestly minis​try in worship.  Music add the intensity to mans worship which words alone can​not do.

All church music is secondary to congregational singing.  Music is not an end in itself, but exist for people to express their faith in God and glor​ify him.  Song leaders should give attention to the rela​tionship between theology and music in worship.

Holmes even suggest that there should be offered a Master of Divin​ity in church music.


Worship and Footwashing

Chapter 9
Our approach to footwashing has become ritual.  Footwashing is an indication of being anointed for the ministry, a setting aside for a special task.  This is the way the church is made strong to keep the faith and spread the gospel.

Passover meal (the forerunner of Christian commu​nion).  Jesus demon​strated the gospel in interper​sonal relationships between believers.  After Christ's action of washing the disciples feet, the disciples thought and felt differ​ently towards one another.  In the same way, com​munion brings believers into a holy relationship to help and bless one another.

God Himself is present at footwashing, bringing about soul searching to convicts one of sin, band gives the assurance of sin forgiven.  Allowing a fellow brother or sister to wash your feet, is your allowing him / her to be a servant of Christ.

Footwashing is a memorial of Christ's humiliation, not our humil​iation.  By participating in foot​wash​ing washing we renounce self-centredness, insensi​tiv​ity, false humility and allow us to participate in His ministry of service.


Worship and Child Dedication

Chapter 10
In the New Testament, no distinction is make between minister and church members.  Difference exists in ser​vices rendered and not in hierarchi​cal status.  All members has a responsibility in the ministry.

In child dedication it is God that sanctifies and sets the child apart for His use.  The minister acts as representative of the body of Christ, it is the father,  who as head of him family and priest, dedi​cates the child.  the parents are stewards of the child's life.

Dedication takes place in the pres​ence of the whole congregation, who also has the responsibility of the child.  It should be made the cen​tral feature of the worship hour, and not treated as something that is by the way, tucked on as an after​thought.  Hymns, scripture reading, prayers and sermon should be directed to this.

The minister should allow the minis​try of the laity and the priesthood of believers to function and teach the congregation regarding the sym​bolic mean​ing of this liturgy.  Holmes suggest that the father, as priest of his family should offer the dedicatory prayer.

The congregation should also be informed of the part in the nurtur​ing of the child by being good examples.


Worship and Preaching

Chapter 11
When we think of worship, we think of the sermon.  Martin Luther and the other reformers fought hard to return preaching (proclamation of the Word) as the central activity of worship.

Although preaching is central, it is not the only significant activity taking place.  Corporate sing​ing, reading of scriptures, Christian music, elev​ate the sermon to posi​tion that it would not obtain other​wise.

The preachers task is awesome, he must master the scriptures, so that he can communicate it clearly and concisely to the congregation.  In the process of all this he does not forget that he is man.

In preaching, the preachers must not isolate him​self what is going out in the world and hide behind his theo​logical books.

Holmes strongly belief that although the sermon preached should last for all times, yet each preaching occa​sion should be approached with a different sermon.  Each person is preached in a historical context, which changes with every preaching occasion.  A new situation demands a new sermon.

Worship and preaching are seen as inseparable.  Worship is commanded by God and is not an option.  Reg​ular and consistent worship attend​ance should be custom to the true S.D.A. Christian.

Needs of the minister for a church to grow:

Preaching for church growth requires a growing preacher.

Preaching for church growth requires a knowing preacher.

It is the God who speaks through the sermon that is sacred and not the sermon itself.  The sermon is not the object of worship, but God is.  The preacher must prepare himself before preparing the sermon or preaching.  The preacher must also know the people that he is preaching to.

Preaching for church growth requires a fearless preacher.

Two major goals of the church is evangelistic and pastoral.  First has to do with quantitative growth, the second with qualitative growth.


Worship and Evangelism

Chapter 12
Evangelism must be rooted in the churches worship and liturgy.  It is the consequences of the churches worship life.

The mission of the church is to save souls.  Incor​porating new believers in the body of Christ is the evan​gelistic mission of the church.  The church is called into existence for its own sake or solely for God, but for the sake of the world.

Worship of the church is an invita​tion to the world to worship, because it is made of the redeemed.  As the faithful gather to worship, the world becomes a church.

Sabbath reminds the church, that they are still in the world and that they have a responsibility to preach the gospel to the world.  During the six days the church give itself to the world.  "Authen​tic worship" is regarded as the most powerful form of missions and evangelism.  Chris​tian worship does not end in the benediction, but continues in the form of service in the world.


Worship and Culture

Chapter 13
Anthropologist believe that the best way to study primitive religions is through analyze rituals because is reveals the believes of the people.  This is the case with Hebrew relig​ion.  Atonement is only fully under​stood in light of O.T. and N.T aton​ement rituals.

When existing ritual is explained in a Christian terms, it will lead to the acceptance of Christian truth.  Whether rituals are Christian or pagan, it fulfils the same purpose of actualizing the hope of those participating.

Adventism as a subculture may have positive and negative elements.  Positive elements are things such as building of a strong community and purity of doctrine and faith.  Nega​tive elements, it may inhibit under​standing of positive roles of other religions.  There is also the danger of too much cultural assimilation.

Holmes also considered revivalism but warns against overemphasis of it.  The positive elements that he sees in revivalism are, spontaneous​ness, addressing the listener con​textually, people-centredness, appr​eciation for unsophisti​cated church music.

Americanism and worship, even Chris​tianity are sometimes used interchangeably.  Many people who became Christians accepted the cul​ture of Western communities with it.  This has caused them to sep​arate their culture from their religion.  It has been noticed that Christians in a non-Western coun​tries will not appreciate their values in their culture when it comes to worship, but will defend, praise and encour​age it historically and socially.



Worship and Human Response

Chapter 14
Holmes conclude the closing chapter with a testi​mony of his own life to indicate the human response to God's work of salvation as expressed in worship.  He sees the Christian as someone who has crossed the thresh​old from a life of ignorance to a worship of God.  He is a new crea​ture, born of water and the Spirit, yet finding himself still in the old nature.

