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INTRODUCTIONtc  \l 1 "INTRODUCTION"

Over the last century, major discoveries has been made in the field of archaeology which has brought the old pages of the Bible back to life again.  We will be looking at the events surrounding the fall of Lachish and the attack on Jerusalem by king Sennacherib.  We will be looking at the extensive "photographs" that was taken at the seige of Lachish, the fortification of the city and kings Sennacherib's talk about his manipulation of Hezekiah, king of Judah.  We hope to confirm our belief in the scripture as we will be looking through these events and discoveries made by archaeologists.

Digging up the past and seeing it speak to you in a major way today is quite a trilling experience.  In some way, you catch the spirit of the way the things has happened then, it is like reliving those moments when these events took place for the first time.  You get an opportunity of experiencing the spirit in which these events took place.
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HISTORICAL BACKGROUNDtc  \l 1 "HISTORICAL BACKGROUND"

After king Solomon, the United Monarchy was divided. into Israel (northern kingdom) and Judah (southern kingdom).  The independence of Israel ceased in 721 B.C. when they were conquered by the Assyrians king, Shalmaneser V.  Before this Tiglath Pileser III placed Hosea as vassal king over Israel (732 B.C.).  Hosea could not stand the strain of paying the Assyrian tribute and sought alliance with Egypt.  Shalmaneser took action by capturing king Hosea (2 Kings 17:4) and brought Samaria to a fall (722/1 B.C.).  In that very year Shalmaneser died.  Babylonia chronicle identifies the destruction of Samaria as the outstanding event of Shalmaneser.
 


In the year that Israel came to a fall, Ahaz was king of Judah.  Prior to the fall, Pekah a captain, became king of Israel by slaying Pekahiam.  Pekahiam was the son and successor of Menahem.  Pekah made an alliance with Rezin, king of Damascus, to invade Judah.  With the help of Tiglath Pileser.  Ahaz managed to stop them.  The fall of Israel made Judah an independent Hebrew state, but there was some subserviency to Assyria.
 


During the time of king Ahaz (735 - 715 B.C.), Judah become seriously involved with Assyrian.  Ahaz called on the Assyrians for help when he was threatened by Pekah and Rezin of Damascus.  This was contrary to God's advice, given through the prophet Isaiah in 2 Kings 7:1 - 9.
 


Ahaz is said to have made a copy of an Assyrian pagan alter that was set up in Damascus (2 Kings 6:7 - 11).  He was greatly influenced by the religion of his time.
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RULING OF KING HEZEKIAHtc  \l 1 "RULING OF KING HEZEKIAH"

When Ahaz's son, Hezekiah, took his father's throne, he turned all the policies of his father.  Firstly, he cautiously wanted to free Judah from Assyria, which was almost an impossibility.  Secondly, there was a religious reform which he wanted to bring about.  This was made difficult because of their subjection to Assyrian rule.  Setting aside the paganism, was regarded as rebellion.


After Shalmaneser V died, Sargon II (721 - 705) became king.  In 712 B.C., Sargon sent his troop under the leadership of general Tartan, to attack Ashdod.  Ashdod tried to seek alliance with Judah, ruled by Hezekiah, but with no success.  This account is found in Isaiah 20.  Critics did not want to accept this because it was not mentioned by secular sources.  In 1842, M. Botha excavated at Khorsabad and found a octagonal cylinder that gives an account of the Ashdod​ites being captured.


During the rulership of Sargon, Hezekiah made no break openly with Assyria.  When Sennacherib (704 - 681 B.C.) took over, Hezekiah refused to pay tribute (2 Kings 18:7).  Prepar​ing himself for battle by working on the defence system (2 Chronicles 32:3-5), and his water supply.  It is also beleived that the city walls was extended and fortified in order to accommo​date the refugees from Israel.  This is when the famous tunnel was build bringing water from the spring of Gihon.

1Hezekiah's tunnel cut out of rock in an S-shape from the spring of Gihon to the pool of Siloam.
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DISCOVERIES AT LACHISHtc  \l 1 "DISCOVERIES AT LACHISH"

Sennacherib attacked Palestine in 701 B.C.; took over Lachish as his head​quarters for a while; and attached forty-six walled cities of Judah.  Lachish was considered the second most important kingdom in Judah in eight century B.C.  Jerusalem was the best and it is here that Hezekiah was hid​ing.
  We have no record in the Bible of how Lachish was taken.  How is this known?
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Siege on Lachishtc  \l 2 "Siege on Lachish"

There are four independent sources which shares some light on the con​quest of Lachish, today known as Tell ed-Duweir. These sources are 1) the Bible, 2) Assyrian cuneiform accounts 3) arch​ae​ologi​cal excavations at the site of Lachish and 4) pictor​ial reliefs uncovered at the palace in Nineveh.
  The Bible tells of how Hezekiah prom​ised to pay tribute (2 Kings 18:1 - 19:7).  A similar account was found on a cunei​form inscrip​tion written by Senna​cherib's scribes.  There is a detailed description of the means employed in conquering Lachish.  Austen Henry Layard dis​covered all the forty-six cities conquered by Senna​cherib, includ​ing thirteen bas-reliefs in the kings palace at Nineveh, which depicts the siege on Lachish.  These bas-reliefs give a detailed picture of the siege on Lachish while others shows Sennacherib receiving booty taken at Lachish.

2 Sennacherib's account.
3First 5 slabs of Sennacherib's reliefs, depict​ing in detail, his attack on Lachish.
y

4From slab 6 to 12 of Sennacherib's reliefs.
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In 1930, J.L. Stark​ey excavated a ramp out​side the city of Lachish.  This excavation came to an end when he was murdered by Arabs.  In 1973 this work was continued by Ussishkin and brought many matters that were unsettled, concerning the city of Lachish, at ease.  In an attempt to get to the gate by the old roadway, many stones had to be removed.  Yigael Yadin suggested that these heaps of stone might be the remains of the Assyrian siege ramp use in their attack in 701 B.C.  The ramp was wide at the base, narrowing to the top where it meets the city wall.


In 1983, a counter siege ramp was found in the city of Lachish at the same point where the Assyrian siege ramp was found.  The ramp was filled with pottery of various periods dating from the fourth millennium B.C to the Late Bronze Age (1550 B.C - 1200 B.C.).  Pottery of 701 B.C., the time when Lachish was destroyed is almost absent.  But it is strongly believed that the inner ramp is from the time of the Assyrian attack, dating back to the same time of the outer siege wall.
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Lachish has been built and rebuilt over many years.  It is believed that the first gate of Lachish, during the time of the Canaanites (twelfth century B.C.), was probably at the same place where all the other gates were placed with each rebuilding of Lachish.  The excavations were divided into Levels I - IV with each layer being a different time period.


As was already mentioned, Lachish was the second best city of Judah during the reign of Hezekiah.  The many reliefs that Sennacherib made of his victory at Lachish, is an indication of how important Lachish really was.  The gates that was found at the entrance to Lachish were impressive and an indication of great glory.  In the excavation started by Starkey, several gates on top of one another were found at the excavation.  To what different periods did these different gates belong?

When Lachish was destroyed in 701 B.C., it remained abandoned for more than half a century  before it was rebuilt by king Josiah (639 - 609 B.C.).  Then came the Babylonians in about 598 B.C. to destroyed Lachish and later Jerusalem in 588/6 B.C.  Lachish was again rebuilt when the exile were sent home under the Persian rule (6th - 4th century B.C.), and continued to exist during the Hellenistic period.  Each of these three periods had been ident​ified in the different levels of the excavation.  Level III Lachish was destroyed by Sennacherib in 701 B.C.  The city at Level II was destroyed about 598 B.C.  The Persian-period city had been identified at level I.
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Many Gates or One Gate?tc  \l 2 "Many Gates or One Gate?"
5The "Solomonic gates" of Lachish.
Are these gates from different time periods or could this be gates from one period?  We had a look at the inner siege ramp and found that there was pottery of between 1550 B.C and 1200 B.C., which could be ascribed to the Canaanite Lachish.  This gives weight to the argument that these gates belong to different time periods.


On the other hand, when looking at the outlay of the city gates, we see that they are "Solomonic gates" that has the character​istic six chambers.  This would mean that for every two chambers there could have been one gate.  Ussishkin points out that Judean Lachish lasted for 200 years there​fore it existed throughout two exca​vation, Level IV and Level III.
  Is it not also possible that Judean Lachish could have lasted through more then two excava​tion.  If these two possibilities are true, we may conclude that the gates of Lachish do not belong to different time periods, but they all belong to the Judean Lachish which was destroyed by Sennacherib in 701 B.C.
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There is many parallels between the biblical account and Sennacherib's account.  Both mention "Hezekiah the Jew".  We have the exact same number of walled cities given by both records, forty six.  There is also the siege of Jerusalem and the tribute imposed (thirty pieces of silver mentioned in both accounts).
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DISCOVERIES AT JERUSALEMtc  \l 1 "DISCOVERIES AT JERUSALEM"

Very little archaeological excavation can be made in Jerusalem because of the place still being inhabited and because of the people that regard some of the places still as very sacred.  

With Hezekiah's rule, Jerusalem was strengthened and great religious reform took place.
  Could this be the reason why Jerusalem did not fall complete​ly under Assyrian rule?  In the Bible we are told that the Lord killed 185,000 Assyrian soldiers in one night (2 Kings 19:35).
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Although Sennacherib sieged Jerusalem, for some reason, he was unable to conquer it.  Therefore Judah remained a state for more then a century after 701 B.C and was eventually conquered by the Babylonians.  The annals of Sennacherib indicate that Hezekiah "made a prisoner of Jerusalem, his royal residence, like a bird in a cage", but there is no indication that Jerusalem was fully taken.
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To bring water into Jerusalem during the Assyrian siege, Hezekiah had prepared by digging a tunnel for his water supply (Isaiah 20:20).  The tunnel runs from the spring of Gihon, outside the city wall, to the pool of Siloan inside the city.  This may be one of the reasons why Sennacherib could not take Jerusalem.  Usually, the food and water supply was outside the city.  An enemy would first cut of these sources outside the city, which would lead the city either to starve to death or surrender.  The latter was always chosen.  In Hezekiah case, the tunnel supplied the city with water.


The famous inscription of the pool was not by archaeologists, but by a who fell into the pool by accident in 1880.   When he came out of the pool he noticed the inscription on the walls of the tunnel.  The boy made this know to Herr Conrd Schick, a German architect who lived in Jerusalem.  Schick in turn passed the discovery on to the scholarly world.  By then the tunnel was already discovered in 1840 by Edward Robinson and was explored by archaeol​ogists.
  The inscription is believed to have been inscribed by one of the workman just before the final blow was made and the water started flowing.  It gives a sense of the thrill that these man experienced when they were just about to break through the wall of rock.
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CONCLUSIONtc  \l 1 "CONCLUSION"

Today the rocks are crying out and talking to us about the wonders of God's doings in the life of those who call them His own.  The events surround​ing Lachish and Jerusalem speaks to Christians in a most powerful manner of God's intervention for those who faithfully do his biding.  We cannot fail to see the working of God's hand in the events of the past.  Many of the things may remain unanswered, such as "Why didn't Sennacherib take the city of Jerusalem despite the fact that king Hezekiah gave in to pay tribute?".  This is but just one of the many question that make you realize that there is some greater power involve in the great and dramatic event of the past.
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