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Each chapter looks at a time periods which made powerful (and not so power​ful) contributions to the growth and development of English literature.  He starts right from where Old English started, the Anglo-Saxons.  In the beginning of each chapter he goes in great detail about the history before he really ties it in with literature.  During the reading of the book I got the feeling that I was doing the course History of Western Civilization again.

Potter portray it so clearly what direct effect the political, economic and even the religious set up has on the development of a language.  A good example to show the importance of history to a language is seen in how the geographical location of Britain allowed the inhabitants to develop their language so that it became the main stream language of the world of today.  There are many dynamics to this element which we will not be able to discuss at this point.

Christianity also brought about major contributions such as prose, which did not exist before the Christian period.  English also went through major changes from Old English via Middle English (spoken in the Middle Ages) to Norman-French.

The poetry reflected the activities of its time, portraying the hopes and wishes of that particular society.  Drama developed in the church because Christian​ity was the most important story acted out.  Later it became a means of making money thus entering the secular circles.

The Renaissance brought a new perspective to most issues and business of the daily life, which also brought major changes in literature forms.  The Reformation, which was new churches reaction to Catholicism, followed soon.  By then education had improved along with English.  The sonnet made its appearance

James Burbage built the first theatre in London, 1576.  Many turned to playwriting (Shakespeare, Fletcher) and comedies become common. Tragedy and prose was not so common.  In the 17th century, satire become a noticeable element in drama.  Tragicomedy also followed, where the play open with a tragic event and end with a comedy. Commonwealth period experienced a lack of literary output because of the political and religious arguments taking place.

This book has showed that it is impossible to separate a language from its context.  As the history of a certain community develops, so does the language and as the community changes so also changes is brought in the language, which give new meaning to words.  So language cannot be separated from its context.  English has ascertained itself a place with such a power over the years that it has become a language which all other nations strife to speak whose first language is not English.
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