
THESIS FOR A BOOKPRIVATE 

Healing is not complete until there is a spiritual restoration.  There is a physical and a spiritual side to any ailment and therefore for holistic restoration/ healing to take place both sides needs to be addressed.  The doctor takes care of the physical and the minister take care of the spiritual.  But neither the doctor nor the minister does the part with recognition or in cooperation with the other.  

This separate treatment has resulted in man not being fully restored.

But the dicotomy of the healing process, which makes the healing process not so effective as it should and could be is firstly the schism between the work of the doctor and that of the minister.  And secondly the concept that the physical and the spiritual part of man are separate and can only be treated separately.

The doctor usally brings about physical restoration, which is taking the patient half way through the complete healing process.  If the patient is fortunate, he may be visited by a minister or a group of christians who just happen to be doing hospital visitation that day.  This is the when the latter half of healikng takes place.

But how effective is this second part if the minister is not known with the first part of th process, if he had not share in the early part of the physical restoration?  Could it be that for complete healing to take place, it should be administered from start to finish by the same people/person/team.

This may explain why Christ's healing process was complete.  Firstly he administered it in two parts for the physical and then spiritual.  Secondly, he attended both sessions of the healing process. (What about the healing of the centurion's son?) 

Christ has promised taht we will do greater things then what he has done.  Still, with the aid of our high sophisticated medical technology; our thoroughly trained doctors and ministers, we fail to accomplish what Christ has accomplished during his ministry.  WHY?  Could it be that there is not a oneness of spririt and faith in the medical team?  the doctor a scientist (sometimes question the existance of God).

Are we Christians of all times not responsible for those who practise the science being fiathless?  Science was regarded as a less impoortiant field of study.  Yet it is also through nature that many have discovered the ture God in not the pantheistic God who finds his dwelling in Nature.
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CHRISTIAN APPROACH TO


HOLISTIC HEALING


Classnotes from Ps J.Joubert, March 1995
This means that no matter how much healing and invention in the health health and medical sciences take place, there will be no complete wholistic healing becuase the job is always half done and passed over for others to do the finishing off after we have started well.

SCHISM BETWEEN THE RELGION AND SCIENCE
I have the impression that before there was classification of subjects, science and relgion lived in perfect harmony.  It is man that brought about a schism (or rather Satan used man) between these two areas of study.

Darwin was a sincere believer in God and his faith was in no way shaken by his discoveries.  He knew it was a theory that he could not fully explain that is why he had collected data for over 20 years and did not even though of publishing this.  Until Wallace came on the scene and many other doctors encouraged Darwin to publish his material jointly with Wallace who independently came to the conclusion like that of Darwin.

Darwin considered the implications of his unproven theory, especially with regard to the origin of man.  The point is:  if science was tolerated more and regarded as an are that also tells of the power of God (just like the stories in the Bible), this discoveries would have had a save place in which it could have been reasoned through and not used as a weapon agains those who were regarded as the enemies of science (fundamentalists, biblicists, Dogmaticists, Orthodox Chrisitians).

The schism has caused the physicians role to grow apart from the ministry and fixated itself in science (the opponent of religion).

THERAPEUTIC RELATIONSHIPS
We know that in a counselling situation therapeutic relationships are established in order to bring mental stability on and balance to the client.

What many  healt professionals fail to realize is that for a relationship to be therapeutic it does nt necessarily have to be in the counseling room.  In our day to day encounter with people, even in brief encounters, we form relationships that could either be upbuilding or detructive to a person.

creatio ex nihilo
=
God created all things out of nothing

Gnostic dualism
=
body is bad (from an evil source)






spirit/soul is good (from a good source)

Death release our spirit from the mortal prison (body).  "Not many of us know any people who belong to a Gnostic congregation or kneel before a shrine of Ba'al, but our faithfulness to God the creater continues to be challenged by new temptations and idolatory and dualism." (Hessel Bouma III, Douglas Diekema, Edward Langerak, Theodore Rotteman, Allen Verhey, Christian, Health and Medical Practice, Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1992, p. 4.)

The idea taht comes across is that idolatory and heathenistic dualism still exist in other froms in our modern day society.  These idols is causing is not only to form a distorted worldview or believe system, but also hamper us to bring about the healing and restoration that Christ want for mankind, a holistic healing/restoration.

We see these Gnostic and pantheistic ideas infiltrating the medical field in an incident that took place in the 19th century when John Harvey Kellogg, a Christian doctor, wanted to publish a book The living Temple, promoting pantheistic ideas.

Bouma III and co-authors feels taht doctors and patient run the risk of reaching technology as an ideal because of its saving power and ability to "rescue us from morality and finitude" (p. 5).

Medicine is a real good to society.  It is theirs to further God's cause of healing.  All the good taht has been utilized against eveil (even the good of holistic healing) has been turned into evil by the master deceiver.

There is the danger (temptation) to reduce care to medical care and also the to reduce medical care to care.  Faithfulness to God disposes us (causes us) to care (p. 11,12).  Those in the medical profession need compassion (to care) and competence.

Technology I regard as the wedge that causes the doctor and nurses task to be more difficult in expressing a nurturing an attitude of care (p.12).

The ultimate good is the good that comes from God.  The good also that we see in people is noting else but the goodness of God that shines through them.  If anyting good is done with a negative or selfish motive, it is not good.  No man can do good within himself, it is God who palces the desire to do good in us.

"The needs of the poor are not all (or even mainly) medical; even their health related needs are not all (or even mainly) medical, but the poor do have medical needs, and they do not have access to medical care (p.23).

To understand the true worth of human life, we have to understand that God created man in his image.  This is the determining factor as to how we will view ourselves.

What is health? (World Health Organization, WHO)

"state of complete physical, mental, and social well being and not merely the abscence of disease or infirmity." (Preamble to Constitution of WHO)

Christian appoach to health
-
psychological, spiritual and physical health.

CAN IT BE ATTAINED?
MINISTER AS A PART OF THE HEALING TEAM
CONDITIONS FOR HOLISTIC HEALING
1.
Physical and spiritual must be attended to.

2.The same person/people/team should see the process through till the end.

HOW CAN THIS BE MADE POSSIBLE?
For every 100 doctors you have one chaplin, how do you manage to bring about this holistic healing?  The doctors do not have time for the patients, the nurses are really the ones that spent all that much time with the patient.

The possiblity of bieng disappointed of achieving the Christian approach to holistic healing is great.  In a world of constant fragmentation and specialization man is being individualized and isolated


everybody is right
=
raltivism


Nobidy is right

=
nihilism


nobody knows who is right
=
scepticism

Respect, tolerence and cooperation.

Medicine is an art as well as a science.  Physicians alway are expected to know all, which is an unrealistic expectation.  Even physicians expect to give answers to all medical problems, if they cannot figure something out, they will by all menas try to reason out an answer.

"people hold unrealistic expectations about medical expertise ..." p.104.

There is some evidence that the medical profession itself forsters an unjustified sense of medical infallibility. p.104.

Medicine is a fallible practise that seeks the good called health. p.108.  Doctors, in a way, give partients the impression that they always have to depend on doctors because they do not have all the pills and technology at their disposal.

This makes them irresponsible toward their own health.  The place the responsibility of ther health and body squarly on the doctor.


Future of medicine
-
marketplace commodity






-
or watchful profession

People use to approah death, surrounded by family, friends and minister.  Now there is the isolation of the hospital ward.

All things that are thought through, all thinking about the things we see, which all people do, has a philosophical assumption.  Thus all people have a philosphical assumption.  The philosophical assumption influence the way we percieve and think about the h\things around us.  No psychologist can avo8id being a philospher, for in their psychologizing they raise philosophical issues (Engler, 1991, p. 7).  These philosophical assumptions may be explicit or implicit (Ibid., p. 8).  Science has its origin in philosophy and it still retains elements of it(Ibid., p. 8).

Fugler, B.  (1991).  Personality Theories: An Introduction, Boston:  Houghton Mifflin Corporation.

