A.8

ARGUMENTS IN FAVOUR OF/AGAINST JAMES, BROTHER OF JESUS, AS AUTHOR OF JAMESPRIVATE 

-Scholar of Great Britain see James one of the earliest epistles written by the brother of Jesus (classical traditional view)

-They emphasise Jewishness of book, affinity with OT and Jewish Hellenistic literature. Guthrie - writer spiritually at home in OT.

-The is reference to five places in the OT:





3 in pentateuch





1 in Isaiah





1 in Proverbs

Can also see Hebrew idiom behind Greek.

-Barnett says there i no suggestion of Jewish origin of it readers and dates it round 125 - 150.

-Interpretation of James is that it was originally as Jewish writings charged to Christians by adding "Christ" in 1:1; 2:1

-There are similar teachings between Jesus and James but no direct / clear reference to Jesus / Matthew.

-Reason is that James became a Christian after Jesus appeared to him.

-He became leader of Church in Jerusalem and was martyred in AD 62 by hostile Jews.


AGAINST / IN FAVOUR
-Greek style too good for a Galilean fisherman. / Jews were the most erudite nation around the Medit. Sea.

-Author does not say that he is Christ's brother. / Christ's family would not use their relationship with him to show the authority of their actions

-Writer used a pen name (pseudonym)-literary technique to impress people. / But why did he not then mention that he was the brother of Jesus.

-Letter was anonymous and later given the name of James to increase its authority. / This would be to bypass the vigilance of the Church to regarding the matter of authority

-The writer was another James (common name). / Lack of witness for this.

-Was a Jewish document that was later turned to Christian document by adding "Christ" in 1:1; 2:1. / The tone of the whole letter is Chris​tian.

-Patterned for Christian use on the allegory of Jacob's farewell message to his sons. / Far fetched and artificial.

CONCLUSION
James the brother of Jesus, wrote the epistle of James to Jewish Christian oppressed by fellow Jews.

