BOOK OF ANSWERS

Chapter 1 – Thinking about life’s meaning

For the last two decades I have been daydreaming about a dusty book in a used book store that would edify me on the meaning of life.  Dreams included walking down a narrow corridor; then noticing a leather bound book pushed slightly askew out of the neatly dressed bookshelf.  The book would have been published in 1918 and contained answers to important questions.  Blind people would see.  Deaf people would hear.  Instead I have been over exposed to books like KEVIN ON KANT and multiple copies of THE ROAD LESS TRAVELED.

I’m hoping that as you turn the last page of this book that the title wasn’t a false advertisement. I’m hoping that the book will provoke more thought and that perhaps you will be able to expand on my humble thoughts and make a difference to someone else.

FROM THE BEGINNING

When you begin to study abstract ideas and concepts you begin to notice many different types of theories based on the guru.  Just a few years ago I picked up a book written by an modern day Indian philosopher that was a series of laws that everyone should follow to obtain happiness/improve their life condition.  After reading a couple of pages of the book I thought it was a complete waist of time. Most “authors” can put together a laundry list of “do’s” that most people can’t follow for more than a few months.  In the United States every couple of years there is a fad diet.  They all work 100% and they all fail!  You can’t survive on cabbage soup or eating roasted turkey and green beans.  People can spend 5 minutes reading on how to eat properly and spend another 5 minutes on proper exercise and then change their life forever.  We just don’t do it.

So what is the job of the philosopher?  How should we approach this line of thought? Kant spent his life telling us about our duties; to do the right thing simply because it was the right thing to do.  Nietzsche spent his life not instructing us on how to live, but making simple observations on the human condition.  So what is the job of the philosopher?  To write laws and rules for us OR to jot down orderly notes on what they observe? Perhaps like Solomon we should split the baby and get both.

 Splitting the baby worked for Solomon, but not in every case.  When you are putting up a shelf you must act with precision, not split the difference between two numbers. Regarding the human condition it is probably prudent to work with what we have, rather than fantasize about what is possible or noble.

Most people do not care about the meaning of life and to me that is very perplexing.  Most go about their daily life, excepting GODS word based on where they live geographically then reproduce and carry on the cycle. The question of reality deserves more attention than that.  By picking up this book you likely feel the same way.  Pope Benedict the 16th warned the Cardinals at the beginning of conclave that they had to beware of many things, one of which was electing a Pope that allowed for relativism, or a view of the world without exact truths.  I can heed a similar warning, but perhaps for different motivations.  Every question has a true answer.  Not a truth that is only visible from a certain vantage point in a certain place in time…….but from all dimensions.  So I think this is what each person should be shooting for in their quest for truth.  Answers that work from all sides from all angels.

KANT AND IVORY TOWERS

When contemplating reality one of the hardest things to do is to get caught up in creating a non-working model of humanity.  While reading Kant I thought that I could get a group of 20 2nd graders and have them put together a list of do’s and don’ts and publish this list as if it were the some kind of modern day Ten Commandments.  Why is what humanity capable of important? Why explore any thought that cannot be exploited by everyone according to there nature.  Perhaps 1 out of 100 people could look at a particular model of living and create a new reality for themselves.  The Kantian Categorical Imperative basically has mankind doing good for the sake of doing good.  In Kant’s defense he admitted that this wasn’t a phenomenon available for observation or perhaps something that could ever happen. So for these types of models be weary.  More dangerous are realia that place most of the meaning of life mysteriously after death.  “Don’t worry much about your life condition or happiness now things will be “off the hook” in the after life.  These are typically medieval explanations of reality provided to uneducated peasants.  They haven’t had to make any modern day adaptations because there are many uneducated peasants still rooming the planet not interested in complex answers.

Can any church give you a view of reality?  Probably not.  Churches are motivated by creating messages that sell at the time, ensuring there own survival and building market share.   Is it a waist of time to go to church?  No, it is not a waist of time.  Many churches have positive messages that make you feel good and provide to you and small glimpse of GOD or pieces of him anyway.  Remember most mainstream religious organizations have done random acts of kindness and violence.  So when publishing “laws” from GOD it’s best to look at the big picture.
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