Seven Steps Toward Better Searching Worksheet 

Do the following searches using the AltaVista search engine.  Type the Query into the search bar. Below the sponsored search results you will see the number of matches AltaVista found (See example Below). Type that number in the # Matches column next to the query.  Once you have completed your searches answer the questions in the Reasons column. Once you have completed this worksheet save it  as searchassignment. Remember do not to use spaces in the file name so that you can link to it from your Assignments page in your portfolio.
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Example:

	Query 
	# Matches 
	Reasons 

	+Atlantis
	591,152
	The final search shows only what? and excludes what?

Only shows searches related to Atlantis and continent, excludes the shuttle and movie. 

	+Atlantis -shuttle
	537,330
	
	+Atlantis -shuttle +continent
	16,846
	
	+Atlantis -shuttle +continent -film -movie
	11,602
	
	mushrooms
	 603,957
	The second one has more hits because...

Because it can include any other letters, because of the star.

	mushroom*
	1,113,898
	
	surf*
	16,130,865
	The second one has fewer hits because...

Because it includes everything after surf, except for surface

	surf* -surface*
	 6,342,004
	
	San Diego
	5,009,531 
	These are the same because...

Proper name, exact letters

	"San Diego"
	4,394,464 
	
	merits of laziness
	3,723 
	These are different because...

Merits of laziness can find anything with merits or laziness, but “merits of laziness” in only those exacts words in that order.

	"merits of laziness"
	 26
	
	Octopus
	 214,544
	 

	octopus
	 214,546
	 

	WebQuest
	 153,372
	The search that finds the most sites is... because?

+webquest* because it includes before and after webquest. Any word or phrase before or after webquest.

	+webquest
	 153,372
	
	+webquest*
	 187,247
	
	link:http://www.clpgh.org/cmnh/tours/egypt/walton.html
	 250
	 

	link:edweb.sdsu.edu/webquest/webquest.html
	 20,213
	 

	frog*
	1,642,640 
	The sites found in the second search are...

First is anything that begins with frog, second one is anything with a Title that begins with frog, such as a book or movie.

	title:frog*
	 94,066
	
	webquest
	 153,372
	The sites found in the second search are...

Just looking for the title starting with webquest.

	title:webquest
	 29,733
	

	This page by Bernie Dodge. Last updated March 8, 2001. 

http://webquest.sdsu.edu/searching/sevensteps-worksheet.html


