Software Evaluation Form

Adapted from Teachers Discovering Computers Shelly Cashman Gunter, Shelly Cashman Series, 2000.

Evaluator Name(s): Andrea M. Briggs

Software Title: Reading for Critical Thinking (A)
Use the following scale of 0 to 4 to rate the software:

0 = Not Applicable (n/a)

1 = Strongly  Disagree
3 = Agree


2 = Disagree


4 = Strongly Agree

	Content
	
	Additional Comments:

	1. Content is accurate and factual
	4
	Great!

	2. Content is educationally appropriate
	4
	

	3. Content is free from errors
	3
	

	4. Content meets learning goals and objectives
	3
	

	5. Content is valid
	4
	

	6. Content is free of stereotypes and racial bias
	4
	

	
	
	

	Ease of Use
	
	

	7. Directions are clear
	3
	

	8. Student can exit the program at any time
	3
	

	9. Student can restart the program where they stopped
	2
	

	10. Software is reliable and free of disruption by system errors
	3
	

	
	
	

	Documentation and Support
	
	Instructions and support is available and is well written and understandable.

	11. Software manual is clear and thorough
	3
	

	12. Software has an 800/888 support number
	4
	

	13. Online technical support is available`
	2
	

	14. Help and tutorials are clear and easy to find and use
	3
	

	
	
	

	Ability Levels
	
	

	15. User level can be set by teacher
	2
	

	16. User level automatically advances
	3
	

	17. Software covers a variety of ability/skill levels
	2
	

	
	
	

	Technical Quality
	
	Little boring, but its gets its point across.

	18. Animation and graphics are used well
	2
	

	19. Audio, voice input/output is used well
	2
	

	20. Feedback and prompts are appropriate
	3
	

	21. Software allows branching
	2
	

	22. Student interest is maintained
	3
	

	23. Overall quality is good
	3
	

	
	
	


Would you use this software/Web site in your classroom? 

Why or why not?
I thought that this software was pretty average; it didn’t have the best graphics but the instructions are easy and had a fun game theme that was some what interesting. 
I don’t think I would use this software in my classroom, I would rather find something a bit more interesting and brighter graphics.
Web Page Evaluation Rubric

Title of site: Zoo Web
Curriculum area:Science
URL:www.zooweb.com
Objectives that will be supported by this site: Looking up zoo information from zoo located all around the world. Learning about conservation education.


Notes:


	
	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3
	Level 4

	Authority


	No author is listed and no e-mail contact is provided.
	No author is listed but an e-mail contact is provided.
	An author is listed with no credentials, but you can not tell if the author is the creator of the material.
	An author is listed with appropriate credentials, and is the creator of the material.

	Affiliation


	It is unclear what institution supports this information.
	A commercial Internet provider supports the site, but it is unclear if the author has any connection with a larger institution.
	The site is supported by a larger institution, but some bias is apparent in the information from the institution.
	The site is supported by a reputable institution without bias in the information.

	Purpose


	The purpose for the Web page is unclear.
	The Web page has more than one purpose, and meets few of my objectives.
	The Web page has more than one purpose, but meets most of my objectives.
	The purpose of the Web page is clear and meets my objectives.

	Objectivity


	The Web page is a Virtual Soapbox.
	The Web page contains some bias and a great deal of advertising.
	The Web page contains some advertising and minimal bias.
	The Web page contains little advertising and is free of bias.

	Audience


	The Web page is not appropriate for my audience.
	The Web page is written above the level of my audience, but some of the information is useful.
	The Web page is written at an appropriate level for my audience and some of the information is useful.
	The Web page is written at an appropriate level and the information is suitable for my classroom.

	Currency


	Information on the page has not been revised since 1998, or no date can be located.
	Information on the page has not been updated since 1998, but the information is still of good quality.
	Information has been updated in the last year. Seems to reflect currency.
	Information has been updated in the last three months, is current, and up to date.

	Content


	The information on the Web page does not relate to my objectives.
	The information relates to my objectives, but many of the links do not work.
	The information relates to my objectives, links work, but the site is not well organized.
	The information relates to my objectives, the links work, and the site is well organized.

	Web Site Design


	The Web site does not load well and is difficult to read.
	The Web site loads slowly and the general appearance is poor.
	The Web site loads well, but the site is not easy to navigate.
	The Web site loads well, is easy to navigate, is visually pleasing, and easy to read.

.




Would you use this software/Web site in your classroom? 

Why or why not?
Because I am a zoo educator it can be difficult to find accurate animal websites and information. This site is a great site, to locate zoos all across America and the world. The site includes information on zoos, conservation education, wildlife, and includes games, activities, and live zoo cameras. In the coming years, my zoo will be advancing its classroom education to the public and will eventual include labs that can be used for school children on fieldtrips or day trips to the zoo. This is a site that would be very useful for students to learn more about conservation and what it takes to become a wildlife educator or keeper. I especial enjoyed the section on satellite tracking, were kids can learn about the usefulness of satellite tracking in conservation programs. I would use this site in the lab when talking about wildlife conservation and the skills it takes to become a wildlife conservationist.  I believe this site would be very useful in our zoo lab and in the classroom. 

Web Page Evaluation Rubric

Title of site:San Diego Zoo 
Curriculum area:Science Biology Zoology
URL:www.sandiegozoo.org
Objectives that will be supported by this site: Looking at a particular  zoo location (namely the San Diego Zoo) That will explore conservation education


Notes:I highlighted the level I felt was appropriate for the website.   

	
	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3
	Level 4

	Authority


	No author is listed and no e-mail contact is provided.
	No author is listed but an e-mail contact is provided.
	An author is listed with no credentials, but you can not tell if the author is the creator of the material.
	An author is listed with appropriate credentials, and is the creator of the material.

	Affiliation


	It is unclear what institution supports this information.
	A commercial Internet provider supports the site, but it is unclear if the author has any connection with a larger institution.
	The site is supported by a larger institution, but some bias is apparent in the information from the institution.
	The site is supported by a reputable institution without bias in the information.

	Purpose


	The purpose for the Web page is unclear.
	The Web page has more than one purpose, and meets few of my objectives.
	The Web page has more than one purpose, but meets most of my objectives.
	The purpose of the Web page is clear and meets my objectives.

	Objectivity


	The Web page is a Virtual Soapbox.
	The Web page contains some bias and a great deal of advertising.
	The Web page contains some advertising and minimal bias.
	The Web page contains little advertising and is free of bias.

	Audience


	The Web page is not appropriate for my audience.
	The Web page is written above the level of my audience, but some of the information is useful.
	The Web page is written at an appropriate level for my audience and some of the information is useful.
	The Web page is written at an appropriate level and the information is suitable for my classroom.

	Currency


	Information on the page has not been revised since 1998, or no date can be located.
	Information on the page has not been updated since 1998, but the information is still of good quality.
	Information has been updated in the last year. Seems to reflect currency.
	Information has been updated in the last three months, is current, and up to date.

	Content


	The information on the Web page does not relate to my objectives.
	The information relates to my objectives, but many of the links do not work.
	The information relates to my objectives, links work, but the site is not well organized.
	The information relates to my objectives, the links work, and the site is well organized.

	Web Site Design


	The Web site does not load well and is difficult to read.
	The Web site loads slowly and the general appearance is poor.
	The Web site loads well, but the site is not easy to navigate.
	The Web site loads well, is easy to navigate, is visually pleasing, and easy to read.


Would you use this software/Web site in your classroom? 

Why or why not?
Exploring zoos and aquariums nation wide is an important part in conservation, especially when I teach about conservation in zoos and aquariums. The San Diego Zoo is an exceptional zoo in the U.S. and has a great website to go along with it. Learning about other zoos and how they help the wild population of animals is an important tool in learning about conservation. Some zoos have more exotics and more animals to learn from, and this site has it all. This can be very useful in the lab and classroom when learning about animal’s class. Animal Bytes is an area that explores each class and handles information on many animals. http://www.sandiegozoo.org/animalbytes/t-amphibians.html  this area explores amphibians and is very thorough in its explanation. This would be a great site for students to access during zoo lab I was very pleased with this site.  A++
