	For all 4-Hers and FFA members out there. Here is a routine that I use for showmanship and some tips. 
1. Take the rabbit out of the cage back end first.
2. Tuck rabbit under arm.
3. Close and latch the cage.
4. Place rabbit on the table with left side (side with tattoo) towards the judge
5. Wait for judge to get ready.
6. Read the tattoo out loud.
7. Check the left ear for ear mites.
8. Turn the rabbit around, pose, and check the right ear for ear mites.
9. Check the right eye for blind spots, color, weepy eyes.
10. Turn rabbit around, pose, check left eye.
11. Check the ear base or crown for strength.
12. Scissor the fur/wool with your finger to check for density.
13. Check fur/wool for texture.
14. Check fur/wool for length.
15. If the rabbit is a Rex or Mini Rex pat the coat for density and texture.
16. Check the undercolor by blowing into the fur/wool. Check on the back, both sides, and on the top of the tail.
17. Smooth out the fur, or if the rabbit is a wool breed, fluff the rabbit's wool.
18. Check for lumps or abscesses over the entire rabbit. Use a circular motion while feeling the rabbit.
19. Re-pose the rabbit.
20. Check the tail for straightness by feeling with your thumb and pointer finger.
21. Check for wry tail by gently pulling the tail straight out and to each side.
22. Turn the rabbit over.
23. Check the nose for signs of snuffles. Don't let your fingers get in the way so the judge can't see the nostrils.
24. Check the teeth for malocclusion. Pull back the upper lip and the lower lip at the same time.
25. Check under the chin to make sure the scent gland is not blocked.
26. Check the dewlap region (even on bucks) for wet dewlap.
27. Extend the front legs to check for straightness.
28. Check the bone of each front leg for bone size.
29. Check the fur inside the front legs for mats. Mats can be a sign of snuffles.
30. Check the toenails on each front foot. There should be 5 on each foot.
31. Use your thumb to check the pads on the front feet for signs of sore hocks.
32. Check the underside (belly area) for lumps or abscesses.
33. Check the undercolor on the belly, chest, and underside of tail.
34. Extend the hind legs to check for straightness.
35. Check the bone each hind leg for bone size.
36. Check the toenails on each hind foot. There should be 4 on each foot.
37. Use your thumb to check the pads on the hind feet for signs of sore hocks.
38. Check the rabbit's sex. Also check for scabs around the genital area.
39. If the rabbit is a senior buck, check to make sure that both testicles are fully distended.
40. If the rabbit is a junior buck, check to make sure that either both testicles are fully distended or that there are no testicles present. It should not have only one testicle.
41. Turn the rabbit right side up and pose it.
42. Set the rabbit in a natural position and take a ½ step away from the table.
43. Return to the table, pose the rabbit.
44. Take the rabbit back to the cage. Place it in headfirst. Close and lock the cage.

Remember. SMILE! SMILE! SMILE! And always make sure the judge can see what you are doing. 

Also, you will need to know some things about your rabbit and rabbits in general. Know what breed, variety, gender, and age class your rabbit it. Know about your breed and variety. I am working on a test with sample questions that might be asked during a showmanship trial, so check back later. 



	

	


