Intermediate Question Sheet #1:

1. The long-haired Shelty guinea pig breed differs from the Peruvian in what way?

· A Shelty will always be albino 

· The colours of the Shelty tend to be darker 

· The fur looks 'backswept' instead of falling over the face 

· Shelties are very small, usually less than 1 lb

2. How many whorls/rosettes should a perfect, show Abyssinian cavy have on its body?

· 6 

· 8 

· 9 

· 7

3. What is the average litter size for a sow (female cavy)?

· 3 

· 6 

· 4 

· 2

4. When a cavy chatters its teeth, what is it feeling?

· Afraid 

· Cold 

· Challenged 

· Content

5. When a sow gives birth, how does she position herself?

· Lying down on her stomach 

· Sitting up 

· On her side 

· Lying on her back

Intermediate Answer Sheet #1:

1. The long-haired Shelty guinea pig breed differs from the Peruvian in what way?

The correct answer is The fur looks 'backswept' instead of falling over the face. Peruvians are sometimes 'mopheads.' It can be difficult to tell which end is which!

2. How many whorls/rosettes should a perfect, show Abyssinian cavy have on its body?

The correct answer is 8. It is very unusual to find a perfect Abyssinian because the whorls must be placed in exact locations. Most Abyssinian cavies are slightly crossbred.

3. What is the average litter size for a sow (female cavy)?

The correct answer is 4. The gestation period will be slightly extended for a cavy with a large litter size. Births of this nature can be difficult for a young sow.

4. When a cavy chatters its teeth, what is it feeling?

The correct answer is Challenged. When a cavy (usually a boar, or male) sees what it thinks of as an enemy, it will sway its hindquarters and chatter, warning the intruder to stay away.

5. When a sow gives birth, how does she position herself?

The correct answer is Sitting up. The birth normally takes about thirty minutes and occurs at night time. In between each pup, the sow will eat a little and drink a lot of water.

